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CHAPTER I. 

» « 

Untimely gone ! for ever fled, 
The rotes of the cheek lo red— 
' Tbe afiection warm« the temper mild, 
The iiweetoesB that iu tonrow «miled. 

Ahm ! the cheek where heaut; glo«^, 
Tbe beari where goodne« örerflowedt 
A ciod amid the vallej liel, 
Aad ^ dust to dust l^ the moumer cries. 

Oh! firoiu ihj kindred early tom» 
. . And to thjr grave ontimely borne ! 
Vanish'd for ever from my view, 
Hiott sitter 6f inly tooly adiea ! JUooait. 

WhILE the amiflble inmates of 
Fdi^y* Cottage were thus engaged in the 
abH^' dttties of bumaiuty^ lliefar more 
tVoL. II. B wealthy 
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2 THE HIGHLAND CASTLE. 

wealthy neighbours at Castle Frazer 
" were a prey to feelings the most painful, 
and passions the most disoordant 
^r, Smon was ,lpr, tum&^fflppimruipd 

irhhml ^ Vamiy V^e fltWlÄlichfeAes 
of his lovely wife exerted to charm bis 
way ward moods ; if a gleam of good- 
humour rewfr4f<lr^r^t:f>il,;it was mo- 
mentary, like i fa e K gi i t^ i ing's flash, which 
quickly disappears, and renders the gloom 
more horrible. ' ' . 

Disbearteaed by.ffq^eatedrtdisappoint- 
ments, Udy 'Pi«ß9er «t iength * desisted 
from ber fruitless «tt^mpts. :, tNK]^,expres- 
sion of 'ifn)iatien«e«>betni^e(l her ^ound- 
ed feelings at Ih^ iüärl<:edii^^efcj|:, not to 
say rudeness, ot ber husband. Often^ . 
wben alonfe/ the* cöttteittptetio^ of her . 
forlorn State .)vouli4)i;i(Jee4 «forcj^ the big . 
draps. of agoii)« »from hec, e^es j. .<but long 
sbe never indulged in recollectioiijs^ so 
%anefillrAofh^riiä|Mi(ie ; xlke :lbtHit> ien- 
eiiiacfGfeNf(»)pto}NiUt9t»^/ ißÜeß^WHlfM: 
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ing mdi istiidifi i^hicW adniflMe^^ df höre- 
laflpiti0iy(4)Ut d diange of i^ei1>^cts;* she' 
(AMa^Aii klbtMy-^öAtrbl'oi^er hiär mlrid ' 
and temper. 

tMks tH)teh''^il^ IUs][)k^ied^ t!h<^ttisetTes^ 
ulifäie ohcfkdtei* ^lier tit^i^ban^ prevent- ' 

'ff ' 1 

ed JkbA|^(»ivik)iii iohger de^ng %i^ con- ^ 
fidenBirtttö fHetidfit^p, sHe y^et'ccm^üed 
toitimtMm'iwitb 'sadu guarded pölile-' 
nsäi And'isaiirte^, ias sJitdded her firöm 
tb^ sdlicR» ^f ^p^iön^* Wlth ithibli' he oc- ' 
cariotidfy^iissttileil' ev^r^ oth^ mkrib^ 
ofhisfarnUy. ! •' 

in !this imcot|ifortäb)e ^ate tbe Öreary 
montbs of i$mtkr mcxe^$mBeyi bdt the 
re^rn pf ^lipring ftrotight nb ehänge tö 
thb desolaie bnak-^f lady Frazer ; oh 
€he^üontmvj^; ikm gliibA^ of tlie 

bavdnet ät timbs «p^^i»^ eten tinctüred ' 
i/vith flwiöcity;- '^ ^ •''' ** ' ^ 

To adA to :tlie omr^fc iof he» disqiiiet, ; 
thegMiteythc flffgktik>nate^tt^^ aeeiEh- 
ed^^iUsl^liasitening^tbtliegra ^Jäbenow 

/«;.»>?.' b2 aeldom 
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• • • . 

seldpnQ left her be4' lutid in additkii to: 
her inereasing wei^nesB, har miad^ap»* 
pe^red to suflfer fnnn wooe bidden otenie 
of grief. 

.Marion's attentions td the invalid 
we;:e unremitting ; day nor night «he 
neveir left ihe aide of her coueh, exeespfe 
tcx^natch a few hoursneoeiBary xepoae.!, 

,In thüi. aaä offlee she waa toUbm hl-- 
tepiipted by the presenoe of sir ' Simon, 
whp, leither engaged in the apwtt. of the 
field, or in caipttsiiig'With hia hiulting 
aasodates, aeemed whpUy Indifferent to - 
the fate of an only aiater. , y :'•<. 

At'thia period every eyewaa ttumM 
tq.the acenea acting inFntoce; biit:no. 
onf aeemed to^ew thepti with' graator : 
inti^^raajk thqn • the exhMtated • ÜHralidt 
W]^ feveriah anxiety ahe daily watcbed> 
the.wntyal Cff the portbpy ; halb eacb d»;r : 
terminated in diaappointmenti üM' tte / 
padffAah? lopked forarrivednot. - 

Qn^fnorwDg« aa airKttoonieiUerad iäie : 

,anWn.: s>..' inquiry 
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inqüiry äfter his sister's faeklth, lady 
Ffazer fthuddered aä she remarked an 
ahnest ' fiönd-fike joy portirayed on his 
countenance. 

' Helleld a newspaper m hU hand» and 
pöinting ta a list €( killed and wounded, 
he aaid, in an audlble whisper— ^** My 
poor unde has lost his son* Charles» I 
cfcsenre, has feUen In the firstotiset 
inade by the British a^nst these Freilch 
tebeb.*^ And he was again leaviiig the 
room, when a low groan frorn the bed 
wrbsted Ms steps« 

Lady Frazw sprühg forward, and 
poUing aside the curtains, beheld Helen, 
appaiently lifi^Iess, extended across the 
bed. She i8U(>pörted her in her arms^ 
and applied such remedies as were at 
hto Ar : 

Tfae- ihvftKd soon r^scovered from her 
kosendbility, bat it was only to give way 
to the inost höart^rending anguish. She 
wytmg her wasted hands in silence» 
.#ldle tte big tears öf agony flowed down 
' BS her 
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herwaii.cheek$w. Eyep .the gfaduffi^ Ar 
Simon seemed moved by t^e isad ßf^ 
tade. With one ^yoi'd.be opfld.lwre 
spoke peace to the bosom o£a,4yH!0i<f>f^ 
ter; but.ayiuri9eifitpcyen(^,..an4^4^ 
ftom a 5cene whtch hii» .cpn^CMOCia^ told 
htm was the work of his oiyn.^nfl8f. 

Vaiiüy did the oonip4|»4f)ff atp t^ainiQn 
atiempt .to i^jcyj^.h^r ft.a qpi»p9W9.rfr 
;? He 13 gpne/; flhe .ije|?ffttfd„.^f wd:^ 
xoa in:^gnorawß pf ,hi3i w,whe8*f /.'Jlh* 
foulest .treachery must [have' b^n i^giv^ 
ployed to prevent me receifViug ifi» 1^ 
ters ; aQd he doiib^;^ £sll, ^cu^Higime 
ofa.l>»okepi pfomwA , ,. .i-v :*... :;:;,.; 

This ide^ wbi<?i ,she .qDij^n^j^,^,^ 
peat, in all jtbe enei|gy ,flf 4^pj^i^ shf{pl|i( 
her fepble fi^Äe jOmc^t,.^! 
tili exhausted nature could struggl|e JQp 
loi^CT, and ßbe, swiVt .)by> dr^gn^^ i^Aq^ 
unqui^t s^iuAber. . ^^ . , i m i.m.^ — . 

For the r^piai»dpr,Qf,tM.4w..w4 
t^iwi^h 0ie jpig^t,,,.i«r loy,,(mg<H^^!iig 

alone indie^ed tjbfttvS^ei yr« jtiMi w : W? 

habitänt 



iKittümt «filUsi tivth.; Toimkl« the 
dawn^ faoweretoy iahe airo](e^ oälcb. aabdi 
eompOBeL ^Otb $e6mg Märimi by her 
fattdsidci 'She gen%> chid bcr for bcwg m 
' cardesitdf kf t) o«m iiealth^. land: iiMrted 
that'si^s 'ibotilA letfl^ td obtnii aiflbw 
hDursfMpose. . i : >; 

'< TUs miMt be gidaj>«f büsmeaftwitk* 
me,'' she added, with a placid. sndHai 
*M wuhtoiftonverwomth you v^diimy 
mythjr ioUi pveo^to^ akme^' when he 
cdk' toi «ake bis da^ly kxjpiiridift aftw 
ngr iKcdtb;: tW thJdn^ leayä me taaitthge 
nq^.soatteMil thdilgbtiv / :. ) 

:(hi : leaylii^ thä riek«^^ehfimlie4 ; *h« &• 
tiguedi JMaarioB )threw kieT9ßtf(Mhißt he^ 
hat ' aleep vki8ed» not -her pUbv. a The 
isMig» of Atti MÜeving Hdän, und ' her 
asBori^om itUat * 'tveaebeilj/i had> bei»^ aM>«| 
pkiyed te 'preirent i»me eömiiuiniQStitt) > 
of f impoKÜande ma^iagi)kttrt <roiii:«her 
consiti^ GÖntinuall;!^ t'eediiied ta> hernkiiidi; 
In pfifB lof Kers^>' ishe had Sately astt^ 
c»ted titie inMigeoffaiv SUnem wit|i evterry 

<^| b4 thing 
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thing dark and dkhonourable^ and m 
paihful feelingnow floated across her 
Imagination tfaat he would be found^ 
aomehöw or other, connected with the 
detaition of this ioiportant pAcket» 

Unable to drive this distressing con- 
jecture from her mind, she rose fiiom her 
oestleas couchi and entered the breakfast- 
parlour. 

The gentle mannore of ladjr Frazerr 
and the deference she always paid to age» 
had softened the prejudices, and made 
an interest for her in the heart of aunt 
Janet. On observing the pale oounte- 
nance änd heavy ey es of her ladyship, the 
aged spinstresSi ih a TOice of ünusual * 
kindness» entreated her to take som^ tea»' 
and then endeavour to obtain a Kttüe re- 
pose.-— •'' You will assuredly ihjure yonr* 
rfdf, my dear niece," she contimied : ^ bfr 
£>r once persuaded by me to^ lie dowä'^ 
and I will watch by Helen» and infbnta ^ 
you when shö is stirriiig. My nephew 
is strangely n^ectfiil» to aDoit yt>u to 

take 
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take so mudi fatigue— -but the men are 
allalike.'' 

Marion, whose föiiitude neglect öbuld 
not snbdue» jielded to this uhexpected 
kindness» and throwing her arms round 
liie neck of aant Janet» she laid her head 
t>n her böMm, and sobbed aloud. 
^ At this moment the baronet entered 
the apariinenti— •* BfeydayT he ex- 
eldmed; in a careless tone, '* are ypu 
taking a lesson in the dismals, old gii{, 
wfaich seetn to be the order of the day in 
tbifidweHing?" 

Marion raised her head from the 
dioulder of her aged rehtive, and/with 
a look of mild but reproachful dignity, 
repKed— •• If sir Simon Frazer can fol- 
get that an only sister lies at the point 
of death, I cannot banish from my re- 
membrance that I am about to lose my 
eatfiest and best-bdoved friend.** 

It was the first reproachful word thät 
lady Frazör had ever uttered, änd it 
stung the haughty baronet t6 the sout. 

B 5 Consdence- 



admit the reproof was just f. Jfftjitliß 

^ViUep' 9p4.si^eflt, ,,. ,.,. : j,,,.;, ,,.-., »,,;;,,• 

M'GregOT. (P^,^,'.K |i,f.w .!^W3Ä i V^.l \W 
Ithpi^l^ts, ,., ^be„^Mj9|:^„p|frt^rt /was 
8Q9xce\]f mt^ ^OBeJ[a4j^.^,ffSSr,,nMj4f 
knowij tQ.hiffj i|h^ i:e«iußpt,.of,ithfi ^Aqg 

ey eis towards heaven. — " i^l^ji^ ff^y/l^^XI? 
gelic .^ter, /^ ,^bptir, ,ftq .opffq^f^fl^ 

grif^ t!fp d»89l<»uw| .of,iYJW<}b, l,>tpf^ 

, The (y?j^«^tpp^rvj^. <ff,,Ü^ ^)j|fppe^..Ä^ 
sumed a J^y^Ä,!«^^ il^nt, ^ .(^«s^F^mi^ 

> ^ - «t * oousin. 
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dm öpismm 1^ the (cfiecrt whiok 4i^ siid«- 
deo iiiftnaotmi of 4us dcaith pradukMd. 

L4ttl;r Fniz^ ^imtinetively tshnmk; 
fisim>tfar inAelioiiiiy of thofl eKpDsif^ 
wfdmeft^ (of fhis ibter, tbiNigh aira^e 
siis^iieaioii of. tioir naiä kand- kiid mdm. 
tluBi{eiiw:cn8sed beF iiäiidr liiit (ikne/ 
WM OM t allafrefl/far fin^tber infleatioift^ as 
a.tiliäiQioi»:ft)Qin theimrididhümed<ber! 

sidesafftlie ^pätieiit^iwhfin Mn MfGmgor: 
again joined Ms former patpil; .büt iody r 
BnMtf)tq9päirfid BtttJuem «Meiw* duriHg 

.: Tfafi bopcMeof tbeiainrisie dkrmeditlk^t 

l«^griil;iMkieiiM^ < fbe ibqmrcd ^hetbir 
fataffM^MMM' ffi8|irtt3ii^rthit' stete of AÄi 
aMieA) affi rt tittn ^waaiä>rpdct? . u i 
'it Qf ttat {»DBnaot'finftrmi "^aäj' aaM> 

♦ vp'i^ B 6 cacy 
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cacy of Miss PtBEer woüld, umfuestion«-* 
abljr, under any cireumstanoes, hmi: 
shnink from sudi an unneoessaiy i es&« 
posure of her weiUoiess» but mp» es» 
pecially at a motnetat ^like ihe prteent^ 
when her rnind» tveaned from .idl the ties 
and affections of this sublunaiy wods^ is^ 
looking forward to- that ooantry . iwhoKj 
crime or sorrow caii find no 'enlianoe. 
Happy will it be fbr us, sir Simons df Ae. 
whole tenor of our liyes^ Kke that ijiyour 
amiable sister, has been a oontinual pie* 
paration fpr a deathbed«N.then will t|ie 
last moment of our lives h^ oalm amt 
p^aoeful as hqrsJ' t . (« 

The chastened sadness of äie qld m«a, 
his serious tones» and die;liumUeQoiip> 
fidence with which he oonteinidated a 
change from which the worldling !sitainka> 
with dismay» madie anumientaryiiQpies«' 
uon on the obduiate heartof tbe banMeti' 
But, unused to.tbe seproaches of^ hisj 
own mindi he noisooner gok ml of his 
aged guest^ tlwn be agaav begw U^m^* 

tidpate 
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tieifiatte tke eventuat weidth \dneh wcmld 
beoofne hid attthe death cf fais'Unc^ -• 

ffhe pdtigsiiliat kcemteA the heart of 
that wortliy tinde» ftom tlie '«ntimely 
iaH * ef his ' beloved and only son» were 
unthoagfat of» or if 'the idea cro«»tid his 
mlndi it was hastily dismissed, as an tm- 
wdeome intrader. His sister's desirö 'ti> 
See Mf. M*6reg6r he now piaoed td the 
aoMunt of religion, and almdst' Kjoioed 
Üiak alle woold soon be liejrond the 
power of ptying'info hib coifcenisv 

From this day the mind of Ifelenl b^ 
eattw graduaDy more serehe; sUe ei«n 
looked forwaitt inth pteasur^ td the 
how of he» dissoltttion. A pang W^ould 
indodd rend her heart "wheh sherthoughit 
of^ tii€$ i ttnwoithy treatm^t ' which ' the^ 
beloved fidend of he^ y ooth vtbja ' datty' 
reeeiving from her brother — and, to 
ODtiiiMt ' and silstäitt' ' that < firiend, < she 
woold stHl have Ungered hi this valcf of 
teart. > B«it it' coold not be ; her consti- 
taCfovi; liwaya ^ddücate, had* milfbfed^ 
• ' *<!' greaüy 



gibutifiibMi/ gifofviulidi »imxiBlit^fiMri (Her 

1m4 |a(«ot«d5i;#ili^Q(«iii«iditiAiiaLl^^ 

Th^ dentik^fof bor tekMfeäJHdien iaine^ 

fineine»^ ! «nd^loüg ahi^f i^näiiii^ Am ^ 4iut 

flf^lti«^ ]»Ofib«lw;r{iMee|luitr'«flenlMdl««u 
if^viiA^x^ Mad.iiodflfgiQilb ftidsinpiiitet 

t^ii^Qiak . S^ tih» 'taBguifiilifld /&» tJKi ieftf> 
(Mn^iii9t}t«i^>iwto||nti4)Uift#l£<t«k(|M]ii^ 

vlijrjTi? future 



Antuiie.lHw* Wifiuigm jffmmß evmg 

sense c^ huppw;^, m^ M ,iHi|«f4d> U» 
]^i)af!D^offfi,pTm IwicKfiipppinted hqpes 
cirilJD Ittt^/sanmsipa^i^lfaiwife bis unq^ 

Unding; fvi(i^{ // >./..,.rc- . "■ 

several weeks the chil4 t-g^Ke^ .tMk<<^hi^ 



titn6 i«pi^ hyiU'sw^ «niile^ the 
# Atbhfol cares o^ ite möth^i ' 

Tili sjtning icircuit terdug^ Mr. Fer^ 
. »guMii to Inv«»ii«M ; ■■ and Maridti fia a 
while forgot her sorrows whien fblded in 
tA^^ Ulkiis of her afrecfeioimte brötW. 

So great an adept wias fiür Simon IVa- 
teer at dtiplicity» and so itell did he enaot 
the kiAd and att€fntive husbaiid'dürlng 
Mr. Ferguflon's ghort stay «t the GaMle» 
that the worthy advMsate Was toväpletety 
deeeived; he even Uamed in^hi» own 
mind the. unbending reserve of bii tAs^ 
ter^g manniers towards her htisbaild t bot 
^th lady FnuMr the age öf d^vi^ty 
was past» and she no longer meti the^ paat* 
tial sunshmeon her husbaiid's bMvt #ith 
% ooirespondiAg • sB^Ue, for sfie kiK^ it 
was <mly assumed to oover a ebld ind 
iMMSoroüs heart 

Mr. Ferguson aooompanied th^ faaftv 
net and hissister on a Visit toFfthyCot^ 
tage ; and beffare the d^r watf^finähed» 
bisbeart dAimed kindtM witfa every in* 

hafaitant 
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habkant of this channing abbde. He 
was mofe espedally attracted "td Htüe 
BoUTerie, who, in bis turHi vtBS highly 
delighted with hiis new aoqaaintanoe. 
There was an open fearlessnesk in hia 
brow, and a look of intelligence in bis ftill 
basel eye, tbat found their way to tbe 
beart of tbe lawyer. He dispiayed noAe 
of tbat early precocity wbicb ia sddotn 
tbe forerunner of gr^at talents in after- 
life ; but tbere was an aptitude of com» 
prebension, a kind of intuitive percep«' 
tion, observable in bis manner of imMb* 
ing tbe simple ideäs tbat wete presented 
to bim, wbicb indioated a capaeity of no 
common Vigour. 

Before dinner^ Bouverie bad drawifi 
Mr. Ferguson fröm tbe.restoftbepärtyv 
and led bim to all bis little bauhts. Itis 
botanic garden, 193 be termed'a sqüare 
plot of ground; enriched miXk a spcfeibs^ 
of eacb of .thie twentyAftÄrrlclaöses'öf 
LinneeUs^bi^ coUectioti 'of 'cbrk modefo'' 
of yarioug niecbatiidBl inVeiitions-^hitf 

sbells 






ycHiitite of %is, • btitiie hedhfthbrto tseat^ 
ed him «with brothörly* ooi^ßdity-^iiov 
be' eould «Arcely mamtäin' ihe sätne 
^llow^ of firiendflhtp' towardshim ;' yet fbr 
Marion's 8ake.he tfaecked hh lising an- 
ger, atid jöined the pärty in' tfheialaoh. 
• Approaehing the interesting iMrtress 
of the ttiansioti, who stbod at bne cf the 
Ivlndows with bis sürten^** I häve been 
breaking," said he, *' tbe commäildment 
wblch fofbids us to oovet any thing timt 
is our neighboui's, in as fiur as regarda 
yoiir''Uttle Bouvaia** 

/^ He is indeed an interesting böy,^ re-^ 
pHed Mätion, With a 16# irigfa, whtch 
did not, bowever, escape tbe ear 'of her 
brother ; ** and as he h ihtmdiäd'fiir. öne 
of the prafemons, I tbihk yoa cännotdö' 
biitterthan nm off willi hitn a fti^yeaw 
beAee, and* make hini; lüee yddtself,' aii 
aiohfocatc^ leamed in tfi^ law»; — l anr 
flUre,'^ * sbe added» prenihg Mt9: Fraaser^ir 
hahd ih hen, witl»' a sweet «hiUe, «^# 
m^ broAer wtidenf%bi^equäU|f H^ 
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as.himadUC ywuwill have «uae' tobe 
praadof yoiir . Bon«*' 

. f FkMeterT rgoitied the advomte/ 
playfuUy Ivjring his hand an kermoitth.' 
^ Bttt to be/seriouis, Mn. Ftaäer, if yon 
wnd tbe« capteiD api[NPave of mjr Mtar's 
auggestkin» ' yi6u wp, at any time, find 
me rcadf to lulfll that ahara m tfae cocl- 
tract dieliaa assigned to ^e." 

M«&i Fiawif 8 eloquent look and meia- 
tened; eye apekel^r^hanks bmm« forcibly 
than worda oould havedmie, and dimier; 
being announced» put ah end to the c6n- 
vetj^ationi ^ -• • i 

in qpilte of att hia eifibrtoto the öm- 
tiiryv Ihere xras, ftotn thiBdaj^f.a.eoiw 
stnänt'/nsibie in Mr. Fergvmm'a man* 
nersitowurda tfae betoneVwUohr'cfid not; 
paas« uQobsennöd by the latter.- The yi« 
ciousarejdheayaself^tonnenton; andair 
Sinoil tcMrtttted < hinnself witii the idea 
thät^his '^t^Qoduet ttovard« BekrthaKCaiBp*; 
beU.had^ ^by aomemeant oroHieiv reaofa« 
ed 1 tiie' ent of ' 1^18 ltarotiieir-m«-iiir^ 

.7 : j Another 



» 

AiiDtlierf«oi9roeb{!VeKatfon IMlffinind; 
entrance into his breast;'fnN»'fi'lsofaifeB«? 

of!l»ptaw>FnuB4nH •{ ^''» . n.*/f;f v;f«<>v*.; 
' After liundntiii'g^ »Aie'-wivtiie/dMAI)-' 
pönMmeiitDfi att lci4tWdffilN|i>Fiite^^ 
hopfes i^'tbeMuMiotely fttt/off^His' aoiiv' 
Mr/P«fg«Boiii«iq3*MieA^4 'kapethftt <thtf * 
forlom thoühier < ttiigbt be ^mAvtukäW 

BTAilMe'vmmmf iwböi wooMjiMoip'tfae' 
void1^4n'U8<Wi(kiwed'liMrt' • m * 
All pres^ifti jained<|ni4lv»nb3miroleht' 
wish, the beronet excepted, who>dMhl^ 
sonoelj. ktontiöl« 3fii difagUSn kt 'Jdbf' h^ 
in8irti«if^?i8udHiaj(MMibili4y^.'>i )llad/.iie: 
ridbed seinwoh t6 sidure thfe- splendid' 
po«eMimk>o(^lBr unek,' üld tb% bt »they y 
after JEdllbe wvtitedfftom kf$/gnMlpi?^Hi»' 
sapitot bio()heMiiMkii% tooi/Miom he 
hiä regafdcäias ai oonfirnledibBoildioiu-* 
w«fhe>aivi^ii9i»öoiitodfor«l^^ fElMJ' 
n6x«:«tep iv^nuU fae^^tof nnny Wnabelf.ii^i 
Gladly dhUho iiatt« «Ue^^däyicthatiMb to ^ 
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reUeve him from the mask he deemed it 
necessary to assume in the presence of 
Mr. Ferguson, and he saw him depart 
with a degraa of .^^i^^ctipi^ he in vain 
attempted to oonoeal. ^ Not so his sor- 
rowing wife ; for though she so &r com- 
manded her feeUngs as to bid adieu to 
her brQtb^r ,with calwftes*» Ae iVjw no 
sooD0f t goitey than> ^ she fAtfi^iÜk Mo^wed 
bitteili^ss, herTcM'lotn and desötete oon- 
ditioQ. 



f / ^ 
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CHAPTER It. 



** Fondness for gold no other fondness bearft— 
No brotber's kindnesi-*— no parental cärei ; 
. Oo\d tid«. wliole hoeu in hnnrid wan coBMad "^ * 
.Througb thb the good uotiiQely ineet their eiid. . 
Buty worse than all, th« thirst for gold destroys 
Tbe bondi of lore^ and natiire*s pnrett joyl.** 

SüMMEE wore awtiy witd lady Frazer 
in the same joyless State. Hier unwea^ 
ried attention to her infimt was» how- 
ever, at length rewarded by the pleasing 
hope that^ in spite of the weakness con- 
sequent on prematiire Inrtht he might 
yet live to reward her toils. But even 
that hope came to her heart mingled 
with bittemess, for her mind. darted for- 
ward to the period when» in imprintilig 
<m his young mind the lessons of 'mora- 
lity-— in teadung him to abhor treadiery» 

disslmulation^ 
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dissimulatioh» and cruelty» sfae must 
teach him to despise his father. 

More circumscribed became each day 
fhe few catnforts of this admirable wo- 
man : if she spent a day at Fairy Cot- 
tage in the sweet delight of social con- 
verse, it only, by contrast, darkened 
with a deeper tinge the gloomy colour 
of her own fate. 

Fain would sir Simon have fouijd, in 
the weakness or imperfection of her cha- 
racter, an excuse for his own conduct ; 
but there was a mild yet dignified pro- 
priety in all she said or did, which len- 
dered the attempt futile. Irritable ai^d 
perverse to every one eise, she was the 
only ohjeet in his household that esoaped 
the direct ebullitions of his ilUhumour. 
The perfections of her character were, 
however, a taeit reproach to his own 
guilty propenfidties, and excited the most 
unamiable feelings of his nature. Tho' 
constrained to treat her with outward re- 
ßpect» be endeavoured on every occasion 

y 
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to woümd hcft feeUngs wJth tbe most 
cutting iroiiy : bat, gaarded by the tri- 
pk shidd of sdlf^command, his dxrts feil 
bärmless, or at least sbe had the fortitudi^ 
to conoeal th^ wouiüds tiiat rankied deep 
in her beart 

Abottt this period «unt Janet began 
r^pidly to dedine» Sfae iiad daily be- 
come more and more attached to üier 
Diece. Tliey had now öne feeling in 
eoimvföxi feetwixt them, for when the 
youtl)&il mother, after notiokig some in- 
dieaftion <£ intelligence or appcKrance of 
incKiusing^trength in her Uttle Wifiiam» 
yaised her nnoistened eyes to tibose of he^ 
d^d dofnpanion, «lie i>ead in them a cor- 
i^esponding expr^Bslon of pleasüre. This 
was tiie moi« .giatifying to lier £raiBn^6, 
since it was Kmt of sir Siianon^ modes of 
tormenting his iU4ated wife to make the 
feeUe Infant an ol^ect of his sarrasms. 

Lady Frasser watelied over her wiäi 
the tendei^ness of a dhiid. She sootbed» 
as muoh as lay in iter pcmrer, tiie iitäe 

asperities 
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asjpenties of her temper, which were calU 
«d forth by the indifference «nd neglect 
of a nephew, whom fronianfan(y sbe liad 
cberisbed os a son. Krom hftr ill-timed 
and indiscrnninate indulgence iiad Ui' 
deed proceeded, in a great tneasure, ihn 
faults of his^xdutraater« but;^l.bermateh- 
less, tbaugh jnidtak^n .ajOfection» reguired 
fccrni bim a far düFerent «retura. 

After a confinement of tbcee w^^s iQ 
her bed, sbe one moraing ^e^ested to 
see sir ilimon alone; of Ihe oiature of 
their loi^ Conference» for be .Temained 
with ber two hour^ Marion was .jgno* 
rant; but from »tbe altered mannovs lof 
tbe baronet towards lierseU» sbeiooiyec- 
tured thfit bis raunt bad enüstediliis «elf«, 
inteiiest on ber side^-as^&om.tbismoment 
he bebav,ed to Jb^r witb )gceater .respßisj: 
thanfae bad lately d^me. 

.Freed fiom the annoying sarcasou; of 
her ,husband« kdy rFrasser's 4a^s ^lided 
ou in duU unifbrmity. Herixrather'fi 11- 
besallty bad rendered her independent 

c 2 of 
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of the baronet in pecuniary matters, and 
as she had few personal wants to gratify, 
she had cherished many a pleasingseheme 
for employing her superfliious wealth in 
promoting industry and diffusing com- 
fort aröund her. 

But these praiseworthy intentions were 
frustrated by the authority of sir Simon, 
whose narrow and ty rannical soul prefer- 
red domineering over a parcel of igno- 
rant slaves, rather than being the land- 
lord of a free and happy peasantry. 

The disappointment of this her fa- 
vourite projeet was the more galling, 
when she witnessed what had been done 
by captain Frazer with bis very limit- 
ed ttieans. From a bleak and harren 
heath, bis few- patemal acres had beeh 
converted into com-fields and luxuriant 
pastures — not by displacing the old oc- 
cupants of the soil, and substituting in 
the room of whole families, thus doomed 
to wretehedness, or to seek subsistence 
in a foreign land, a rapacious store-mas- 

ter. 
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ter, in order to obtain a sudden augmen« 
tation of rent, but by securing to bis te- 
nants tbe lands they possessed on mode« 
rate terms, by rewarding superior indus- 
try, and fostering among the young a 
spirit of improvement 

The cottages were repaired, or rather 
rebuilty and exhibited an air of comfort 
and cleanliness seldom to be found in 
a Highland hut. One of these little 
buildings, with a small garden, and half 
an acre of land, was appropriated to a 
schoolmaster, who, in . consideration of 
this aceommodation (rent-free), agreed 
to instruet the ehildren on the estate at 
a very moderate rate. 

E very measure that degraded the pea- 
sant to the pauper, or loosened the bands 
of affection between parents and ehildren» 
founded on a series of benefits conferred 
and reeeived, was deemed, by the inha- 
bitants of Fairy Cottage, highly injuri- 
ous to the morals of any dass of men. 
Hence charity schools, or free schooLs»^ as- 

c 3 they 



30 THE mCHLAKD CASTLE* 

4 

they are smucfimtes* denoitrinated, o( 
every description, feil utider their de- 
cided repröbatton. 

The small pittance whicSi the parent 
laya iip with pkastrre to remunerate the 
instructor of his chHdren, when carried at 
the end of each wfeek or month, by the 
little urchins, to their master, glres them 
a ifeeling of independence and self-respect 
which will in vain be looked for in a 
child Trhoi from- earliest infancy, has ex- 
hibited the badge of pauperism in his 
cap, OT dangling from bis button-hole. 
It besides generates a degree of kindness* 
between- the parents and schoohnaster/ 
highly favourable to the pupils. CoU' 
indeed mast be that heart which, retiim- 
ing from the abode of honest industry, 
where the snow-whke napkin has been 
drawn from the gudewife's press, and 
** the weH-hained kebbxick *' placed on 
the boarf for his entertainment, does not 
feel a greater interest in the improte- 
ment of their offsprfng, than he who re- 

ceives 
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ceiyes from the hands of a parish oäSbCer, 
or the secrekuy of scsme cfaaritabk so^ 
ciety, a certain snin per head for a ino^b 
of boys and girls, witk wkose oaiuiexioiui 
he is unaoquai&ted» aDd to whose wel- 
fare he oiust fae in a gceat measure iiidilt 
ferent, exoept in sa &r as to prepsre 
them ta vepeat by rote orthodox creeds 
and loyal dognaata, for aa yearly Qxhibi'' 
tion before their royal or lordly patrons 
and lady-patronesses. 

While eaptmn Frazer was ocmtondiog 
ivith longtOstabHshed usages and inv^te^ 
rate prejudices, and imp^ro^tiUiy intrQr 
duqing, amoi^ bis fqw tenants, impf Qved 
agricultural instroments, and a more ad- 
yantag^ooa mode of ciilture» hia Es^ily 
took u|>on herself tlie kistruction gf th^ 
youngmaidens in the management pf the 
dairy, and other departments of rur^l Qco- 
nomy whidi feil more immediately y nder 
female superintradence. With thLst vi^w 
she received them in turns to as^ist her 
dairy-niaid ; and in a sborttime tb^ but*< 

c 4 ter 
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ter and cheese made on their little farms 
" bore the vogue at market, tron, or feir." 
' At Midsammer, a rural festival was 
held at Fairy Cottage. In the morning, 
specimens of domestic industry were ex- 
faibited by the females, such as linen 
cloth, stuiFs, and bome-made tartans ; 
■while the children vied with each other 
in difTplaying their industry in stocking- 
Xvorking, se wing, &c. 

No premiums were distributed, for 
'Mrs. Frazer considered the Stimulus thus 
imparted to emulation of very doubtful 
Utility, and only calculated to create ilU 
will among the competitors. 

While this scene was going on with in. 
doors, captain Frazer, accompanied by 
one or two of his eldest tenants, in- 
spected the agricultural Operations on 
the different farms, and explained to 
them the improvements earrying on in 
tliat he retained in his own band. 

In his intercourse with his tenants» he 
was never imperative : if he wished any 

new 
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tiew method introduced among theixi, he 
stated the advantages which he under- 
stood had foUowed its adoption in other 
districts, and regretted that his own li- 
mited farm did not enable him to give 
it a fair trial. In tbis way he excited in 
thf^ir minds a love of experiment ; and 
many an improvement was thus intro- 
duced among them, which long-cherish- 
ed prejiidices wo\ild have at once reject- 
ed, had it been directly proposed for their 
adoption, 

A piain substantial repast was spread 
in the barn, which was "sweptandgar- 
nished for the occasiön," and the even- 
ing concluded with a danee, in which 
Malcolm and his Emily joined, with a 
Ughtness 6f heart seldom experienced in. 
the crowded ball-room. 

Lady Frazer had promised this year 
to attend the siunmcr festival at the 
Cottage, but the illness of aunt Janet 
made her relinquish the idea. With an 
urbanify, however, which Marion had 

c 5 deemed 
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deemed fbreign to her natuire, the inva- 
lid inshted that she should fulfil her en- 
gagement, as she found herseif cotisider- 
ably relieved ffom some öf her most 
paittfül Symptoms. 

Thus iitged, her ladyship set off tn 
her little joumey, and reaehed the Cot- 
tage just in time to be present at the- 
moming exhibitton. It was a scenewell- 
calculated to impart pleasure to the un-' 
sophisticated mind of Marion. Her pre- 
sence at first threw a restraint over the- 
meeting, buf her Winning attentions to 
the old, and her playfitl notice of the 
yöung, soon setthem at their ease. ^ 

She joined in the repast and the dance 
with something like the hilarity of her 
early days.— " How happy," she said, 
'* would my brother have been to wit- 
ness a spectacle like this! — how de- 
lighted he always is tö behold happy 
faCes !^-*When I Visit Gkncross Cottage, • 
I shiill establish a similar festival,'* she 
whispered to Mrs. Frazer, äs she took a^ 
' seat 
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seat by her side, after having fatigUQiJ 
herself with danciqg. 

The animation whkh sparkled in h^ 
eyes, and diffused a pecuUar charm Qver 
her counte^ani^e, was, however, nx^o^en- 
taiy; her own wayward fate preased 
upon her recoUection, and a tear of hiU 
tertiess dimmed tfae lustre of her eye«^ 
£mily saw and pitied her 8orrow3> and 
exerted all her powers to chase them 
from her heart. Tfaey soon nethred from 
the festive scene, and spent the evening 
in quiet and unrestrained converse* 

Lady Frazer shared Üie bed of the 
iittle Emily. Fainful dreams render^d 
her repose unrcfresfaing, and on the fol- 
lowing morning she appeared so iinwell^ 
that her hostess pressed her to remaln 
tili the next day. But Marion ' r^fused 
the preßsing invitation, on account of 
the illness of her aunt and the absence 
of sir Simon. Captain Malcolm and bis 
lady therefore prepared to ^ccoinpany 
her hoine ; and she had reason to rejoioiel 

c 6 in 
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in their attentive kindness, for a scene 
awaited her there which is älways afflict- 
ing to the feeling heart. 

Aunt Janet had b^en re-attacked with 
every dangerous Symptom during the 
night, and had expressed great anxiety 
for the retum of her niece, Lady Fra* 
zer immediately repaired to her Cham- 
ber. At sight of her^ a smile played on 
the withered and harsh features of the 
invalid» which the approach of death had 
rendered ghastly. She took her hand as 
she leant over her, and pressed it to her 
. parched ups. In a broken and interrupt- 
ed voice, she thanked her for her for- 
bearance and kindness, which she ac- 
knowledged she had not deserved. She 
placed in her band a packet of papers, 
which she desired her not, to peruse tili 
afler her death, and then uttering a fer- 
v^nt blessingon her and the infant W^- 
liain, she sunk back on her piUow and 
expired.* 

The prosperous and the happy would 

smile 
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smile were I to describe the feelings c£ 
lady Frazer at this moment : but who 
that has not moumed over the depriva- 
tion of eveiy cherished hope can know 
the melancholy valpe whieh circumstan- 
ces may give to the most insignificant oi 
created beings ? Unblessed with the af- 
fection of her husband — ^left in the sum- 
mer of her days tq moum over the es- 
trangement of the being to whom she 
had r^9igned her youthful heart — de- 
prived of the dear friend of her youth, 
and reinoved to a distaiice from the en* 
dearmeiits of fratemal afTection, she stood 
like a blasted tree amidst a dreary desert, 
the sport of every passing blast. 

Mrs. Frazer understood and pitied her ^ 
sorrow ; she» gently drew her from the 
Chamber of death, and ejideavoured to 
steal her mind from the'gloom that 
threatenei to overwhelm- it. Nor was 
she whoUy unsuccessful ; a pleasing, 
though pensive serenity, gradually dif- 

fused 
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fused itself over her soul, and chased fVom 
her countenance the melancholy expres« 
sion wbich had given so mueh pain to her 
compasionate friends. 

Captain Frazer departed after dinner^ 
leaving his Emily to dieer the solitude 
of the fiiir moumer until the return of 
her husband^^irhieh they supposed would 
not be delayed when he leamed the 
death of his aunt. 

Lady Frazer, äs soon as her agitation 
would permit, wrote to inform him of 
the event, and dispatched a messenger 
with the letter to the house of hisfriend, 
where he had been on a yisit for isome 
days. Towards the evening of the se- 
cond day from that on which he set out, 
the servant returned, bringing a cold la- 
conic note to his lady from the baronet, 
simply saying, that a cold, caught in fol« 
lowing the chace, prevented hirti travel- 
ling for a day or two, but that he had 
sent Orders to .Bruce to provide every 

thing 
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thing proper on the occasion, and that 
he trusted he would be so far recovered^ 
as to return in time for the funeral. 

Marion stifled, in the presence of her 
friend, the grief slie feit on the perusal 
of this letter. Her love for the baronet, 
it is tnie, had fled away like a dream ; 
yet when the recollection of it arose to 
her fency, she sighed to think how illu- 
sory had proved all her hopes of happi- 
ness, and fled to her Chamber to weep in 
soHtnde over her blighted prospects. 

Soon, however, she reproached herseif 
for this weakness, and in order to reco- 
ver her composure, she bent her Steps to- 
wards the shrubbery. As she wandered, 
however, through this blooming wilder* 
ness, reared by the hand of friendship, a 
feeling of deep humiliation pervaded her 
mittd, when she reflected that h^r raunt- 
ed beauty and talentshad onlysubjected 
iier to a gross and degrading passion, in- 
stead of attracting the tender homage of 
the heart. 

From 
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From a reflection so painful she flew 
for refuge to the conversatioH of Emily ;- 
but as she opened the parlour-door, sor^ 
row and care were for a while forgotten 
in the embrace of her brother. 

Two days only could he give to the 
enjoyment of his sister's Company, since 
his duty, as deputy king's advocate on 
the northem circuit, obliged him to meet 
the judges at Invemess at the fend ofthat 
time, and also to attend them in their 
progress southward. Fain would he 
have persuaded Marion wd Mrs. Frazer 
to accompany him to Invemess, to join 
in the festivities which always take place 
in compliment to the judges during the 
different circuits ; and as an inducement 
to the former to accord with his wishes,. 
he informed her that the worthy sage,. 
who was that year to preside on the 
bench, had not forgotten his &vo\xrite 
little maid of Glencross Cottage. 

Lady Frazer, however, who in propor- 
tion to the unkindness of her husband, 

was 
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was scrupulous to regulate her own con* 
duct by the strictest rules of propriety, 
informed her brother of the melancholy 
catastrophe which had occurred in her 
family, and which offered an unanswer- 
able objection to his proposal. 

Thoiigh he regretted the deprivation 
of their Company, he was compelled to 
adtnit that the excuse was but too valid. 
" Poor aunt Janet !" headded; "shewas, 
by all accounts, a plague to herseif and 
others during her life, and has, doubtless, 
left no one to shed a tear over her grave." 

" Not so, my dear brother," replied 
Marion» while tears of sincere regret 
roUed down her cheeks : " to me she has 
always been the kindest and most sym- 
pathizing of friends, and in losing her I 
have lost the only consolation my soli- 
tary State aflTorded." 
, " Out of the fuUness of the heart the 
moujth speaketli ;" and Marion was not 
^ware of the inference which might be 
drawn from these words. She arose and 

left 
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left the room to recover fVom her a^ta* 
tion, Icaving the worthy achrociite dumb 
with astonisbment. 

The words of lifetle Bou verie, when be 
was last in the north, fkshed on bis reool-* 
lection» and crim^oiDed liis manly oounw 
tenance with Indignation. He took the 
hand of Mrs. Frasser— •** Excuse, my^ 
dear madanfi," he said, ** the freedom o£ 
which I am about to be guilty ; but teil 
me, I conjure you, whethör my sißter 
meet» with that kindnees and respect 
from her husband which her virtuea and 
atrtiable qualities so well deser ve ? Sbould 
the being she has ebosen fbr a protector 
neglect or abuse bis tnist, a brother's 
arm may find a way to punish— '* 

'^ Stop, my good sir T said bis alarau 
ed auditress ; " you have intruded on 
hallowed ground. If lady Fhizer has 
any causes of domestic dissatisfactiön» 
the remedy may safely be trusted to her 
own pnidence and diseretion, of wbich 
no one with whom I am acquainted 

possessea 
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posses^^ft a gpeater shore. With my 
goodman, }'%ave often, it h tnie, re- 
gretted tbat your stster sliould have 
^ked her fate with one so far her infe- 
rior in every mental »ttaiiimeiit ; bat 
that inftTiority," sbe added; with. an arch 
smile^ ^is surdy »o legitimate smb* 
jeet för chastisement ? That my liriend 
weuld have been bappi^ with a huis- 
band whose oangenial mind wouM have 
fieted hitn f&r a »barer in her studies 
and amusements, I am willing to gnint ; 
but it ap^m*s to me that sirSimon miglit 
ad jüstly compkim of her kdyship's dis- 
like t& the ebace, as that he ahould be 
Mamed for not rdishing the philosophy 
of Stewart, or the flowing numbers of 
Moore. That your sister's happiness is 
your aim I cannot doubt; but rest as« 
stired, her greatest enemy eould not blast 
it more eflfectually than woidd her aflEecv 
tionate brother, were he in any manner- 
of way to interfere between her and her 

husbwd. 
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husband. Besides, Mrhat reason have 
you to Jiifer that the barooet has failed 
in afiPection to his wife ? Not» I hope, 
froin the few casual expressions of grief 
for her aunt's loss that just now feil fronn 
her Ups? Had you beheld her» as I did, 
at Fairy Cottage, on M onday last, join- 
ing in our rustic sports with the glee and 
animation pf an Euphrosyne, very dif- 
ferent would have been your conclusion. 
Yesterday she retumed hither to witness 
the last moments of her aged relative — 
^ relative whose prejudices against a 
Lowland niece her patient sweetness had 
oonquered, and who, for some time past, 
idolized her as a being of a superior na- 
ture. The gloom of the Chamber of 
death was heightened tenfold by its con-^ 
trast with the mirthful scene she had . 
just quitted, and her weakened spirits 
were ill calculated to hear aunt Janet 
xnentioned as an encumbrance happily 
got rid of. Fray^ oiy good friend^ be 

ruled 
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ruled by me, and do not even glance, in 
lady Frazer's presence, at a subject so 
painful to tfae mind of a delicate woman." 

** You are right, my dear friend : my 
impetuösity would have hurried me 
headlong to plant a thom in her gentle 
bosom, whicii I would» if possible, shield 
from every pang. Nor, if you knew 
tny sister a$ well as I do, Mrs. Frazer, 
would you wonder at my sensibility re- 
specting every tliing connected with her 
happiness.'' 

** I know her to be possessed of every 
virtue which can dignify and adorn the 
female character," rejoined the lady, 
with all the warmth of her nature, as the 
object of their conversation entered "the 
room. 

Marion lield in her band a paper, 
which she delivered to her brother with 
a smile, saying — " This will afFord you 
a proof of the friendship which had 
grown up between myself and my de- 
j[>arted aunt." 

It 
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It was a e^^y^of htBri?oil| in 'whidi jibe 
had beqoeathed tbe wfaole of her ibr* 
tune, araounthig to tlnree thousand 
pouRcb, to lady Fivixer, for her sole and 
separate use, cnly burdened with a le^ 
gacy of twenty ponnds to Maud Jolm- 
Btone, and one truüLdred pounds to Mrs. 
Fraiser, as a mack of respect tor the 
iriendGäiip that lady bore to her dear 
niece» as sfae had caufied it to be ex* 
pressed. 

Mr. Ferguson ivas affected by tbis tos- 
titnony of afiectioii towiards bis aister» 
and no koager thought her wrrofw for tlie 
loss of 8o kindim aunt unnatumL — "* fiut 
wliat hanv^e you made of the baronet» Ma- 
rion ?" he Said, for the ^rtt time reeoU 
Iccting that he had not seen lüm. . . 

^ Sir Siniosi went, about « wec& ago, 
on a vdsoit io hm fntend» .Mr. Maodonald/' 
sherepiöed, ** wbene he proposed remion« 
ing a month : but I had a letter &üm 
him yesterday, in answer to mine inti» 
niating our recent loss, infornung me tliat 

he 
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lie was txmfined with a serere ^cold, but 
i^ould make an efibrt to retum before 
the faöeral." 

- As we are Abcmüng femily afl&irs, 
Mrs. Fraeer^" said the adrocat^, " j)er- 
mit me to inquire whether you .and cap« 
tain Frazer have cotne to tl>e resolution 
to entrust my yoting &^ourite, Bouverie» 
to my care ?* 

" Most joyfully, my dear ^sir/' sine Te- 
püed) '^ will we accept yoür considerate 
proposal; and I trusst ^e docility and 
grafitttde of cur boy ivviU be «uch as not 
to cause yo^ to r epent of your kind j>aN 
töüfty;' 

Tbe lawy^s f)oitmanteaii was now 
ordered in, and a ^isf^y made of tbe 
multi&rious pvesents with which he bad 
loaded htnuläelf. A coral and bells for bis 
infant tiepbew» and a vaiiety of books 
for the nursery library at the Cottage, 
were fkst inspected. Tbeti came a box^ 
of faidiiond^le^xiery for the ladies ; and, 

last 
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last of all, a beautiful fowling-piece fbr 
captain Frazer. 

This piece was certainly intended for 
sir Simon ; butowing to some vague un- 
defined suspicions, which still floated in 
bis brain respecting the baronet's con- 
duct to Marion, Mr. Ferguson could not, 
at the moment, prevail on himself to offer 
to bis acceptance tbis gift of amity. 

Tbe little nursling now made bis ap- 
pearanee, and was fondled by bis wor- 
tby uncle witb tbe tenderest affection. 

Witb a cheerfulness cbastened by 
tbeir vicinity to the Chamber of deatfa, 
was the day spent by our trio. The 
next moming brought captain Frazer to 
the Castle, to inquire after the bealth of 
the ladies; and we need scarcely add, 
that tbe gentlemen met witb increased 
esteem and respeet for eacb other. 

Next moming, just as Mr. Ferguson, 
wbo proposed to take Fairy Cottage in 
liis way to Invemess, was about to set 

out 



laSE HIOKLAND CASTLE. 4f9 

out with ciqrtain Fmer» sir Simon ar- 
rimsd, 'A more than ordinary gloom 
lowoed QU bis vinge as he entered the 
pEdbur ; bat on seeiog Us brotfaer-in- 
kw, it wt8 iBBteiitlj dbunged to tbe smile 
of weloome. He expressed bimseif so 
disapptantod at faaving been deprived of 
tii6 pleaaaoecfMr. Fergasonls oompany, 
and imui io eamest tbat the genüemen 
would 8tey and partake of an eärly din- 
nar» tbat <bey at last oonsented. Yet a 
eaUm degrce of restraint «ubsisted be^ 
twaen the brothen. Mr. Ferguson i^ 
pesoKd to bave a kind of intuitiTe peroep- 
tkonof the dark ndeof tibebaronet's cha- 
xacter, whfle he in his tum sfarunk with 
imtinotive «we firom the keen sagacity 
and undeviating honour of tbe worthy 
advoeate. 

As tbe barcmefs pvesenoe rendered her 
soeietof less n^oessary to her ftiend, or, 
more properly speaking, as sbe was aware 
tbat bor oompany was mther tolerated by 
bim, inoompbance wkh Mfflion'simhes, 

iTOL. II. D ' than 
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tban desired on her . öwh . acoount, Mrs. 
Frazer departed :with the gentlemen,' 
having fimt piomised to lady Fiazer, 
that she woukl retüm vnüh . the . oaptain 
on the day that wa$ to consigiv their de* 
parted relative to the tomb. . 

As the last tread 6f , their horses' feet 
died on her lear, Marion re^entered : the 
parlour, sad and sorrowfuL t Sir Simon 
had reläpaed into the statte of gloomy ab*> 
straction .from which the presenoe of her 
brother hadjaroused him in the m<»ii- 
ing. Her ladyship» with. much; sweet^ 
ness, made sövieFal.atteidptfl at iconvensa**: 
tion, but Unding all her effortsunsue» 
oessful to draw him out <)£ bis reyerie^ 
she desisted ; and taking up a voliime of 
the , Mirror, just then published» and. 
which had been presented to her :by her 
brother« she endeayoured to lose a« seiise 
of (her nüsfortunes in sy mpathy for the 
fictitious sorrows ,of Venoni. , . ; w. uf . ^ 

Tßa,w.a9:brought,in.at.{]:iijkfa€r: tuiearr 
Uer hour thcEft usutiA imAi äfter the sciNi 

. vant 
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vant had withdrawn, sir Simon abruptly 
inquired, in a voioe whose tones grated 
harshly on the ears of bis afflicted wife, 
whether his aunt had held any particular 
oonvetsation with her before death ? 

" Alas, no !" replied Marion : " per- 
suaded, nay, I may say, oompelled, by 
her eamest entreaties, to attend Mrs. 
Frazer's festival, as had been before 
agreed on, I only retumed in time to 
reoeive her last blessing. The will she 
hte left behind» bequeathing to me her 
whcde fortune, is peculiarly gratifying 
to my feelingSy as a testimony of her ap- 
probation and affection ; but having no 
desire to accumulate personal property 
independent of my husband and family, 
I must entreat you, sir Simon," she con- 
tinued,' with a deep sigh, ** to dispose of 
it in any way you may think proper." 

The face of the baronet deared up at 
what he deemed her inoonsiderate ojffer 
tare^ign thousands ; but he well knew 
jAiat the law would oonfirm to him no 

D S such 
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such right ftom her mere verbal wnees« 
sioti. He therefore ftdxoitly replied, ihuA 
glad as he Woiild be to «ave her kdyship 
the trottble df mana^tig her peeutiiary 
concdms^ he OMild not do so without a 
writteh poiirer to that effect. 

Marioti undevstood the metin dupUot- 
ty of the pM^oeation, stid coiitetnpt for 
ortee getttng the better of her prudence, 
she repiied — "* I shail also thmk you, 
tben, liir Sitnon, to causie such m mMru«- 
ment Ib be got wady fbr «ny signatun^» 
and also to mdude in H; tbe last gift öf 
my deiar Helen, ii^kice üt^peiai«, fitom 
what you have jiASt noi^ sÄid, thlrt hl^ 
therto you iiave had no legal rig^ tö 
the -appropriäftiön öf her propeity " 

ff revenge had been Marföli'B wlill> it 
wouM «low baVe been t^ompletdiy grttti^ 
fied. Rage ißowv ul«^ (/he b^iranells Ups 
whife i^he spoke, wsA hk eyt^s fiMned 
w^ a hxAd gltt^e«^his !ki|ees mh(Ai6 eadh 
other» and the cdid drdps ef piMf^iMtibn 
sMoA Ml 'his iftMkM^. Hig >dert»es all 

centered 
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centerecl in tbis woriid's wealth, and, to 
accukuulate prpperty, which io him was 
li^eless, be had suppreas^d bis sister's be^ 
quest to her fiiei^d, on the suppo^ition 
tiiatf b^ kdyship waa^ uiuK^uajpted with 
it Naw, wben he foimA bis «listal^e— r 
now, when he stood detect^d of conduct 
the most dishonoumhle, he curse4 bis 
0wn felly, and woiüd gladly have re- 
noiinqed the gUtteting bait tbat plaoed 
him ui a Situation so degradixig. 

Lady Fmzer saw and pitied tbe agony 
sbe haiä cauqe^ atid a^r bearing him 
Btm^meac out sQipe evfiwve c^itpianatipn» 
aiose and left the röom. 

^' If such be the retribution which 
tireads dosQ on tlie heels of crime," 
tiiought her ladyship»aa she foüght the so- 
Utud^ ei h^ own drei^g-room» '' there 
was no oecasion to iny^t a bell for tbe 
future puBishmentof the guilty .'^ 

** Uoslb thou well to be angry ?" was ä 
qu0stion wMch, with aU her noble indigr 
natiou .against human yice and human 

D 8 folly. 
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folly, Marion durst scarcely answer to 
her own mind in the affirmative, as she 
calmly reviewed her late conduct. Yet 
abject must be that spirit which coiüd 
remain unmoved at such paltry duplici- 
ty as sir Simon had exerted to secure the 
property of his sister. 

It was not the love of wealth that 
stirred up the angry passions in her lädy- 
ship's mind ; it was the mortification of 
being connected with a man so lost to 
every feeling of honour — it was the 
griefof being robbed of the last testi- 
mony of the attachment of her departed 
friend, that rankled in the bosom of the 
gentlest of her sex. 

Amidst all her own causes of sorrow, 
Helen Frazar ceased not to commiserate 
the fate of her friend. Joined to a man 
who seemed totally insensible to her va- 
lue, she even anticipated a period when 
her chains woold become so galling that 
she might wish to dissever them, and, in 
so far as fortune waa cöncemed, she wad 

anxious 



tWß HIGHLAND CASTLE. 55 

anxious to reiider Ma^on independent 
ofthe baro«et. ' ••' 

Delicacy^ however, and the agony 
which ' lady BVazer alwayis evinced at 
the most distant aUtision io tbeir Separa- 
tion, restrained her from mentioning her 
inteiitioii. At her deatb, therefore, the 
will feil into the hands of her brother, 
who, in qfiite of ' the remonstrances of 
sunt Janety determined to coneeal the 
beqüest. 

This, itis highly probable, would never 
faave reached the ears of her kdyship; had 
not h^ aged relative, in a letter in which 
^e enclosed a copy of her pwn Settle- 
ments informed her. ofthe ciroumstarice. 
. MariiMi dbtB*mined'<to eonfine the 
knowledgeiBheffaad thus obtained to her 
owii botoni> sind: also to give up to sir 
Simon bis äunVs bequest, as »heforesaw 
it would beto: htm 'a pei^etual source of 
dissatis&cttoxL But wfaen, ünder the 
pretenee of tsaving her trouble, het eager- 
ly grasped at obtaining a legal elaim 

D 4 upon 
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ttpon the property, the indignation she 
fdt at such mean dttplidKy overcame 
her resolves, and produced the keen, but 
well-de8erve4 reproo^ which stung the 
guilty soul of the baronet 

Lady Frazer had no Boomet departed» 
than starting from his chair» sir Simon 
paoed the room in extreme perturbation. 
<~'< Dearly iriialt thou repent this in* 
galt \^ he muttered : but again, wfaen he 
thought of the sweetnfess of temper and 
the patient forbeaxanee of Marion» he 
began to eonoeiye that no afiWmt was in-» 
tended^ bvt thnt she siknply meont what 
she had expressed. 

However that might le, the batonet 
was aware that it was not his interest to 
provöke har to cUdm the protection of 
her brother, since idtimately tiie iaw<» 
yer's immense fortune would oentre in 
her. Determinedi therefore, to repair 
his error by every condliating means in 
his power, he waited in sullen anxiety 
for her ladyship^s retnm. 

An 
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An hour passed in the nuiaery had 
haroMnüaed her feelings» and the action 
wfai'di had at fiist roused her resentment 
ivtts now only thought of with senti- 
ments of pity . 

In tfaia fiame of »und ahe joined her 
hu^hand» who shriiQ^ fiom the silent up- 
hndding of her eye ; bu^ as she imne- 
diately began to talk en indiflbreiit sub* 
jeets» the sense of his own dement quick- 
ly vamshed fiom his mi»d. 

Befiire the anival of her fiiends, the 
foUowig uoRiiQg, fiom Fairy Cottage^ 
kidy Fvaaer inquired of sir fömon if the 
deed had been prepaied which was to 
restore to him the pnqperty of his rela* 
tives ? To whidi he eardeasly replied, 
that he had Qamed it to Bruce, but oould 
noi informher whether it had been oom- 
pleted. 

The Steward entering at this m<Hnent, 
ihe question. was put to him, and the 
d|eed pioduced in answer. 

Her kdyship run k over^ but paused 

D 5 • before 
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before afSbdng , to it her signature.-— 
^' There is» I tbink» no time specified in 
your aunfs will for the payment of the 
legacy to my friaid, or that to her late 
attendant/' she said» tuming to the ba- 
ronet ; ^' but, before I ' relinqüish my 
daimiUpon the property, I must stipu«- 
late with you to place the amount of tfaese 
sums in my possession.'" . 

Sir Simon, who had regarded the 
pause as ominous of a refusal» immedi- 
ately ordered Bruce to give the.money 
to her ladyship, at the same time secret* 
ly execrating the imbedHty of the old 
woman, < for . what bis avaridous soul 
deemed her fodüsh liberality. . 

The same evening bdield the remains 
of Miss Janet Frazer consigned to the 
tomb of her ancestors ; and bitter were 
the tears which her youthful niece shed 
over her grave. 

Leaning on the arm of captain lenzet, 
she retumed to the Castle, oppressed 
with a sense of desolateness which can 

scarcely 
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scarcely be ooncdved by the prosperous 
or the happy. 

Mrs. Frazer saw and pitied the fed- 
iDgs of her friend ; and proceeding to 
the nursery I she took the Infant Wil- 
liam fix)m his nurse^ and, retuming to 
the parlour» plaoed hun in silence in the 
anns of his disoonsolate mother. 

Marion rewarded her friend with one 
d[ her sweetest smiles, and prei^ing the 
feeble habe to l)er throbbing heart, con- 
fiessed that cne üe still remained to bind 
her to exiatence. 
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CHAPTER III. 



** Na« langer the gmt; ' her teari %^ri ^ q>ent; 
Despair it wM come, «mi the t)UQ|(ht'it «oolmit j 

Sbe thought it <;ontem;| l^u( hur chef k |t ff^f f itei 
And ehe looked like a snowdropi broke down b^ the 
hidl.'' 

Theex years had patsed aivajr in tlie 
same cheerless unbroken mMOtaay at 
Castle Fraaser, exoept by an oocadonal 
intercourse with the worthy inhabitants 
of Fairy Cottage, and an annual visit 
from.Mr. Ferguson. 
. Marion could not be tenned positive- 
ly miserable; yet the temper of her 
mind was stül further removed from 
happihess. Her mind became daily 
more enriched by study ; but» alas ! she 
had no domestic companion to. assist in 
her pursuits, or sympathize in hfer pro- 

gress. 
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gTC86. Tke sinilM of her Htüe WilBam 
beguiled many a solitaiy hour; but his 
fingUe form and w^akly Constitution 
reminded her continuelly of the very 
uncertain tenufeonwhieh he held exist- 
ence. 

Sir Simon vns fay tums gloomy and 
irritdblei Every attempt to sooth his 
fisdingi pioduoed a oontrary dfect, and 
he0dw to intosdeatioh, or Um chaoe» as a 
vetief from the whiqimngs of bis oon- 
scknoe. 

Her fiiends at theCottag? behdd with 
deq^oommifierstion the altowtton whieh 
a frw Short years ha4 affeoted in lady 
Fraan^ appeivanoe* Tbß pUyful sniile 
which used to adoro her &te had given 
plac» to a hiok «f höpeless dgection. 
At ümes reacKi^ even ceased toaflferd 
its aooustomed ^olaee; Ibr homfswould 
her hidj^Aiip sit and faioed over her wi- 
. thered hopes ; frequenüy she even now 
eontemidated die faappiness of Maleolm 
aqd hit Emify with a joyltss heart, since 

it 
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it tbüew a ; deepot ishade over her own 
üflhftppy deslln^;. M> <; ^ 

( iWith . the .öi^mess of öne who 
'Sil^kethtelie^' andfindetfarlnbne/' sbe 
loöked focwatditö her^broünf» Visits, lU 
the benighted traveller watches for the 
lising moon to light him oalm weary 
way . But > even the pme ddight ' of Aa* 
temal mteroaurse was embittered by the 
festndnt- Marion imposed oni herseL^* iii 
Order to veil from the jealous andwätch* 
ful tendemess of Mr. Ferguson her odn* 
jugal unhappinessb / ^ (. >n « \ 

Often was she 'tempted^ wfaen «amt^ 
ing under the pai^. of . neglect ; and dis^ 
lappointed aSection, to.unpart tx> hhn th€ 
causes of her sonow/iand da£cn the pib^ 
teotion of his roof ; but! aware < that» if 
even sir.Sunon would consent totMsar* 
rangement, he had th& power, iuid, she 
doubtednot, the will to retain her in&nt 
son. • - V . 

. To leave her child to the care of sudi 
a &ther was an idea too painiiil tosyp- 

port, 
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port, and ihe hcatoicaUy determined to 
endure every apede» of neglect and in- 
dignity^ rather than itelinquish the sa- 
creditrust ^ ^ 

It was on his retum fh>m the north^ 
about thi^ penod, ' that Mr. Ferguson res- 
cued the little I^iy firom the fangs of 
her merciless nurse. He wrote an äc- 
oount of his adventure to his beloved 

« 

siBter, whofdt herseif wannly interested 
in the fate of the innocent süff^^r. 

At this titne also Mrs. Frazer pre- 
sented her hiisband with another pledge 
of her love; and, m the increased happi- 
ness of her fiienOs, lady Frazor endea* 
voured.for a while to forget her own sor-> 
nms. 

In .düe time the infant stranger re- 
odve4 the name of Marion, and lady 
Fräser mentally vowed that, througb 
life, hier name-dciughter should, equally 
with her own William, share her mater- 
nal tendemess. 

Toward&;tbe end of the present year 

sir 
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8ir Simon reoeiTed a kiter froxn his vn^ 
de, lord WilUam Fiiuer» leqiicfiting tiiit 
Mr. M'Gragov might be pemiitted to. re* 
sign his charge in fitvour of WllBam 
Glen. As a reason fcp tiiis i«que6t» he 
stated, that IhcareasiBg (tejeetipn €£ mind 
madß him anxious tp aeciure <ihe sympa* 
thizing conflolations ef fHendship, and; 
with this view» he had pfevailed on the 
reverend gentlesian to become an innate 
of his manaion. 

In recommending Mr. Glenas his sue- 
cessor» he omsidered that he wai£ not 
only perfonning a simple aot of jnstiee 
to the youth bimself» who would, in 
oonsequence of the promise of the kte 
SIT William Frazer» have beoome the 
pastor of Ffaaerburg at his fiithei^s death» 
had his edoeation been oompleted» bat 
also that he was thus se^miing an ao^ 
cseptable and worthy mimster to tiie pa- 
rish, in the son of thdr lato reiq>eebed ki- 
cumbent. 

The baronet feit some undefined fore- 

boding 
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boding €f evU on the perusal of this let- 
ter, but as bis uncle had immense unen* 
tailed wealth to dispose of, a request from 
him could tiot be denied. 

The name of William Glen diso gra- 
ted painfvlly an bis ears ; but be could 
firame no reasonable objections to bis ap- 
pointm^it. 

Unaoquainted himself witb any tie 
but tbat of self^interest, be conduded^ 
besides» tbat it was tbe most efiectual 
method of insuxing bis silence in regard 
to Bertba Campbell's wrongs. Littl^ 
was be aequainted with tbe bonourable 
piinciples or delicate feelings of tbis 
wortby youMg matt, oar be migbt bave 
known tbat with bim it was a sacred 
stibjeet, buiied deep in tbe inmost re- 
eesses of bis heimt. 

An äequiescenee with the request of 
bis unele was accordingly dispatehed; 
Mr. MHarregor gave in bis iresignation 
to tbe presbytery, and sir Simon, as pa* 

tron, 
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tron» forwarded the preeentatian to Mr. 
Glen. 

On the following Sabbath the youth*» 
ful divine aiiscended ' the pulpit of bis 
deceased father, with feelings not to be 
described. His frame shook with ago* 
ny as he glanoed his ieye towards the 
pew where, radiant in youth and irmo- 
cence, sat his bdoved Bertha» when he 
had last been a worshipper in this sacred 
fime. 

His father, too, had then stood in the 
place he now filled. He looked towards 
his widowed mother — ^her eye was fixed 
upon him, and recalled him to a sense of 
the impropriety of his conduct. 

He arose, and, in trenralous acoents, 
read a portion of a psalm» and again sit- 
ting down, covered his ftee with his 
hand, and groaned audibly. The pre- 
centor, '' in humble guise^** raised^ the 
^ noble Elgin, chief of jäeotia's hoty lays,** 
and was soon joined by the oongrega^ 

tion» 
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tion, witti a fervour and devotion seldom 
tö he met with in more polished audi- 
enees^ wfaere ** Italian trills may please 
the tickled eer, but have nought in uni- 
son with our Creatort praise." 

While he joined in this simple act of 
devotion» his mind became elevated to 
that heaven where» he trusted, his lost 
Bertha» purified by sufiering, was enjoy* 
ing the fuU fruition of bliss. 

As the strains ceased» he once more 
arose. Every trace of his former weak- 
ness had disappeared. In humble, but 
en^getic language, he petitioned the 
Almightylluler of the universe in behalf 
of himself and his hearers; that the 
hearts of the rieh might not be dazzled 
by prosperity, nor hardened by vanity ; 
that the poor might be sober, industri- 
6us, and contented» and that they might 
all oonsider themselves as fellow-pilgrims 
proceeding to that land where sin and 
sorrow find no entrance. 

After an appropriate and eloquent dis- 

course. 



• VC' 
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Q0W8€^ Mr. Glen mfi^ th^ sewioi 
had been aaaembled on the 
He Imd before i%.tlie preBenti^tkm he had 
receivedf but %t the asme tune dedare^ 
that unless he was approyäd of by a laige 
majority of the parishianevs» hcf woald 
decUne becoming theär pastor» aince» 
without entering upon the diaputed 
right of patrönage, he was dearly of 
opinion that his ministry coilld be of Bö 
avail, if he entered not by the doov, but 
broke into the fold like a thief and a rob- 
her. 

The call was moderated an th« fellow«» 
ing Tuesday, and signed» not by a lavge 
migority, but by the whole of th« pa« 
rishioners, every dne of whom was X9ßt9 
eag6f than another taoffbr thii vamk of 
respect to their youpg ftirourile. 

Mr. M'Gvegor oxi|y wait«d to intvtK 
duee theur new xoixmim, and tibm ^^ 
parted for lord WilMani Fnuraf# wih 
dence m Edmbiurgik where hc^ wa» anx* 
iously expected. H« had viait^d that 

noUeman 
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noUeman immedifiitely <m the deathof 
Im nieoe, litiss HdiM Fttöer» in <coYn- 
plkltioe wifii her last sotemti inj uncticniH 
at itiuc^ pelriod he found hitn over- 
wfadaied with iffliction for the ioss of his 
beleved Charles. 

Th& ^imiimliflkation which be dien 
ttiade t^ hiin, in conformity with her 
dyisng iivMies» «aKiused tiie sorrowing pa* 
reut ftotn Ute Stupor .of grief into whidi 
be had ftlim : but dfeappointment faav- 
ing tfttended att his attempts to inxnesti- 
g»te the Biystety which hnng over the 
last (iays of his boMfnted boy^ he became 
anxious tb weure the ^id and ad^ce of 
a MiMA ftiend. With this view he 
enttveated Üb: M^Gregor to take up his 
ftittiM abode in his fkmüy ; and lady 
Ftaz^y pitying ike Anxiety of the 
umtohad paient, addwd her persuasions 
t€^ Arne i0f his loidahap, and both united 
obtaikied the woorthy pastor% compliancfe 
wiäi 'their wiAes. 

The most needy spendtfaiift could not 

have 
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have watched more anxiously thei sick- 
bed of a relative wjhiose death was to re- 
instate lum in wealth and oonseqwnce, 
than did sir Simon the dedining health 
of his worthy unde. He antidpated» 
not only without a feeling of regifet» but 
with secret joy, the stroke that» in de- 
priving the world of one of its brightast 
Ornaments, would augment, nay, more 
than double*his ahready-immense fcnrtune. 
He kept a spy in the household of his 
relative, and from him he heard, from 
time to time, with manifest chagrin, that 
lord William was gradually reoov^nng 
from the shock of his son's d^atk 

He heard also, with consiemation and 
dismay, from his unworthy ag^t^ *a few 
lAonths after Mr. M^Gregor had taken 
up his residence at Edinburgh, that the 
reverend gentieman had aooompanied 
lord William to the south. They. pur- 
posed to make a ishort stay 9t CarUsle, 
and after wards to visit some other plaoes 
worthy of notice. . 

CarMe 
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Carliale was the town where captain 
Frazer's regiment was quartereci imme- 
diately befare embarking for the conti- 
nent. Could his uncle suspect ? Tom 
with oonflicting passions, he resolved to 
Visit Edinburgh in person, and endea- 
vour, by artfully questioning the do- 
mestics, if possible, to leam the true mo- 
tive for this unexpected and stränge jour- 
ney. 

Nothing certainly could be more na« 
tural than that lord William should en- 
deavour to divert his grief by a ohange 
of place and scene ; but '' oonsdence 
makes cowards of us aU," and the baro« 
net, not satisfied with this obvious ex- 
planation, looked for a hidden and deeper 
motive for this excursion. ' 

Two days be r^mained at his unde's 
house» under the pret^ice of haying bu- 
siness to transact in town, but in real- 
ity with. the base design of tampering 
wkh äie doQ^^tics. 

But either there was no secret to dis- 

Cover, 
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Cover» or the household were unacquamt- 
ed vniki it, for, after the most artfal and 
insidious questions, he was <»mpelkd to 
relinquish the attempt. 

It was at this period, befbre his retum 
to the north, that he broke in on the 
studies of theworthy advocate at Gten'^ 
cross Cottage. 

He was, as already related, in no pladd 
temper of mind during his ride frem 
Edinburgh, but smoothed his raffled 
brow on approaching the gate of bis bro- 
ther4n-law. ^ 

When he bdield little Mary, however, 
domesticated at the Cotta^, he txniid 
scarcelymaintaki the appearanoe ctf^good^ 
humour, eoM&mng she might be a 
means of divertkig a portion of Sfr« Per- 
guson*s wealtk ftom himself and his fa- 
raily : büt when tibe infitnt tumed fiüi 
upon him her lovely couivtenaaice, a oold 
tremor shook bis frame, and with 



culty he conoealed the tottapen whieh 
racked his bosotn. 

One 
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One night only he spent at the Cot- 
tage, and the moming*s dawn lighted 
hlm on his retum to Castle Frazer. 



VOL. II. E CELAJP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Hope, thal od natiire*8 youth is still atteiiding, 
, No more to me her siren song shall sing ; 
Never to me her influence extending, 
Shall I again eiijoy the days of spring. 

Chablottb Smith. 

SiLENT and gloomy, sir Simon Frazer 
re-entered the mansion of his fathers. 
Marion welcomed him back with a sweet 
but moumful smile, observing, at the 
same time, f hat his stay had been rauch 
shorter than he intended, and anxious« 
ly inquiring after the health of her bro- 
ther? 

" I found this pattem of excellence 
amusing himself with his base-bom brat»'* 
he replied, with a smile öf ^rcastic bit- 
temess, " who will, most probably, rival 
eyen you in his affection, and beconie 

the 
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the ukimate possessor' of his immense 
possessions" 

Marion's cheeks glowed with Indigna- 
tion at li^tening to this aspersion against 
her revered brother, and an angry reply 
hovered on her lips^ but a feeling of con- 
tempt ehecked tl>e rising retort, and she 
only marked her disapprobation by a look 
of dignified silence. What eloquence 
was conveyed in that look ! — ^the eyes of 
the baronet even shrunk beneath tbe 
silent repfoof it conveyed 

The topic of his journey was never again 
reverted to by her, nor the name of his 
uncle onee mentioned. She was aware 
he faad not seen this venerated relative, 
since, iti bis absence, she had received a 
packet .fromlord William Frazer, from 
Cariisle, stating the disappointment of 
i>is^ bopes regarding the elucidation of 
the business whicb led him to that city, 
and hJs d^sign of visiting tbe British ar- 
my on the Continent, if possible, before 
his retum to Scotland. 

Ea This 
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This packet» like many others on the 
same subject, was forwarded under covei" 
to captain Frazer-^-4oubtless from a dis« 
trust of his nephew's honour» although 
delicacy, and a wish not to Wound the 
already-lacereted feelings of lady Frazer» 
prevented even the most distant hint 
being given of the motive for this pre« 
caution. 

A severe winter eonfined lady Firazer 
ahnost oonstantly within the walls of 
her own cheerless mtesion, which was 
now seldom enliyened by the presenoe of 
her Cottage firiends» owing to the ex- 
treme badness of the röads. The only 
consolation her aolitary State afforded 
was the rapid improvement in the hedth 
and growth of her dariing William, who 
now gave promise of attaining maturity, 
and rewarding the toils of his anxious 
mother. 

In Proportion» however» to the amend- 
ment of the Infant, the dedine of her 
ladyship's health becAme apparent Af- 
ter 
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ter an absence of nearly a month, Mrs. 
Fräser was appalled at the sight of the 
alteration whidi had taken place in the 
whole appearanoe of her-£riend. 

An ominous red glowed on her cheeks 
«^her majestic form was bent md atte- 
nuated, and a troublesome hoUow cough 
teazed her withotit intermission. She 
sufiered no pain, nor did the slightest 
complaint pass her Ups. With sir Si- 
monis Company she was seldom troubled, 
as he spent most of bis time either in the 
Sports of the field, or at the houses of his 
different acguaintanoes. Reading and 
motion were alike become irksome to 
her^ and the time which sfae could not 
dedicate to her infant boy was passed in 
painfiil rumination on the past, and fore- 
bodings c^ the destitute state öf her little 
William, when he should be left by her 
death solely to the care and superintend* 
ence of his father. 

Mrs. Frazer was not of a temper to 
Sit down and supinely moum over evils^ 

E S while 
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while the most distant hope remained of 
removing them. With the cancürrence 
of her husband, she therefore declared 
her Intention of sending Emily, for a 
week, to bear her Company ; but so fee- 
ble and depressed was poor Marion, that 
though grateful for her friend's kind con- 
sideration, she feit not the warm plea- 
sure with which such a proposition would 
have been received a few months before. 

Next morning captaih Frazer con- 
ducted his daughter to the Castle. The 
soothing attentions of this afibctionate 
and pleasing girl, but especially her at- 
tachment to little William, who, in his 
turn, was delighted with his young and 
sportive nurse, produced a salqtary effect 
pn the care-wom spirits of her ladyship. 

Mrs. Frazer's efforts for the recovery 
of her friend did not, however, terminate 
here. She wrote confidentially to Mr^ 
Ferguson, imparting to him her fears for 
his sister's health, and entreating hin! to 
Visit the north, and, if possible, prevail 

on 



THE HIGHLAKD CASTLE. 79 

on her to accompany him back to Edin* 
burgh, where the most able medical ad^ 
vice, aided by bis attentive kindnes^, 
would, she trusted, ensure her c^omplete 
recovery* 

Mr. Ferguson lost not a moment in 
avaiüng himself of this friendly commii- 
nication. He pursued^ \^thout delay, 
bis joumey to Argyleshire; büt, preparfed 
as he was, by Mrs. Frazer's letter, to be- 
hold his sister greatly altered, bis con- 
eeptions feil far short of the torturing 
reality. 

She was reclining on a $ofa, as he en«^ 
tered the saloon, unannounced and un- 
perceived, from the noisy mirth of Wil- 
liam and Emily, who were sporting be-^ 
side her on the carpet. A large shaw J 
enveloped her fragile form ; one wasted* 
band supported her bead, while with the 
other she shaded her eyes from the glare 
of a brilliant wintry siiri. 

Mr. Ferguson was for a moment rv^ 
vetted to the spöt ; but quickly recover- 

e4 ing. 
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ing his self-possession, he was abaut to 
retreat, and send in a servant to prepare 
her for his appearance, when his little 
nephew clung to his pretty nnrse, and 
began to cry at the sight of a stranger. 

Marion raised herseif up, and giving a 
cry of delighted surprise on beholding 
her brother, flew to embrace him ; but 
the exertion was too much for her en« 
feebled frame» and she fidnted in his 
arms. ^ 

On being restöred to animation^ she 
expressed, in the. liveliest terms» the hap* 
piness his unexpected arrival had given 
her; and, during the rest of the day, ap- 
peared so cheerful and animated, that the 
fears of her affectionate brother began to 
subside. 

^ They spent the day alone, and retired 
early to rest, as Mr. Ferguson was fa- 
tigued with his joumey. On the fol- 
lowing morning, however, all his terrors 
retumed, as he gazed on the wan visage 
of his bdoved sister. 

Understandmg 
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Understanding that sir Simon had' 
been from home for some time, on a Vi- 
sit to a friend about ten miles distant,^ 
^d wa^ not expected to return for seve- 
ral days, he mentally reprobated his un« 
feeling oonduct in leaving his young anci 
amiable wife, in her dedining state of 
health, without a friend to cheer her so- 
litary hours. 

He was delighted with the ^aSection^ 
ate attentions of Emily Frazer to his sis- 
tar» and with the improvement which 
was exddent in his infant nephew,. who* 
proniised at last to beeome a fine healthy 
boy. 

For lady Frazer's deserted state, no' 
one feit more oommiseration than the- 
youthful pastor of Frazerburgh» for no' 
one was more thoroughly aequainted« 
with the turpitude of sir Simon's^eharae- 
tec Himself a deep*and lasting sufierer 
by the base and. dishonoorable conduct 
of the baionet, he was drawn towards his 

e5> unhappy 
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unhappy lady by the strong bond 6f mu- 
tual injuries. 

Marion had often shed a tear over the 
wrongs of Bertha Campbelh when conT-* 
versing with Mr. Glen on her appearance 
in the Vale 6f Kinglass ; biit not a syl- 
lable had ever dropped from his Ups, 
which eoiild lead to a knowledge of her 
seducer. 

On the dey sucxjeeding that on which 
Mr. Ferguson airived at the Castle, Mr. 
Glen called, as was his freqüent eustom,- 
to inquire after the health of lady Fra- - 
zer, and was by her introduced to her 
brother. 

Mr. Ferguson was much pleased by 
the modest unassutning manners of the 
young divine, and greatly interested by 
the melancholy visible in bis voice and 
cx)unten^nee. 

He was pressed to stay dinner, and a 
servant sent to the village t;o inform 
Mrs. Glen of the arrangement If the 

worthy 
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^orthy lawyer had been pleased witli 
his manners and appearance, he was now 
charmed with the extent of his informa- 
tk>u, and the solid leatning he possessed. 
He regretted that talents such as his 
sfaould be buried in an' obscure High- 
land village, and resolred, if an opportu- 
nity offeredi to transplant him to a more 
oongenial soil. 

After Mr. Glen-s departure, Marion 
related to her brother the story of his' 
unfortunate attachment, and Bertha's* 
wrongs* • 

He listened with much internst to the 
simple tale, and, before his sister con- 
duded,- was at no löss to guess who had 
been the ag^it in' her ruin; His dislike 
to the' baronet was greatly heightened' 
by this dishonourable affair ', but he sup-* 
pressed bis streng Indignation on his sis-* 
ter's account, aiid only thought how he- 
could best free her from the galling yoke, 
which he^ was convinced bore heavy on^ 

E 6 her 



j^ 
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her genüe spirit» and was fast hastening 
her to an early grave. 

The next day Mr. Feiguson dedared 
his Intention of riding over to Faiiy 
Cottage to embrace his adopted boy, 
and with this view mounted his horse 
immediately after breakfast. 

Marion's eyes watched the receding 
form of her brother, as he slowly vrinded^ 
down the path leading from the house, 
and then returned to the breakfast-par« 
lour, sad and solitary. 

She was aware propriety demanded 
that sir Simon should be informed of the 
arrival of her unexpected giiest» yet she 
was loath to cloud the few happy mo* 
ments her brother's society a£forded her, 
by the restraint which the presence of 
the baronet always imposed. Anxious» 
however, to remain free from leproacb, 
even in trifles, she dispatched a note to 
her husband, hut was. not disappointed 
to learn, on the retum of the servant, 

that 
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that ür Simon was gone on a round of 
yisits, with bis friend» and that they were 
not expected back for a few days. 

The infonnation wbicb tbe wortby in- 
mates of tbe Cottage tbougbt it tbeir 
duty no longer to withbold, since tbey 
bebeld lady Frazer fast sinking under 
neglect and disappointed affection, ren- 
dered Mr. Ferguson, if possible, more 
anxious than before to remove her to 
Edinburgh. He was therefore disap« 
pointed, on retuming to the Castle, to 
hear of sir Simon's protract^d absence. 
He was foroed, however, to restrain his 
impatience, as a whole week elapsed be* 
fore the baronefs retum. 

The hypocritieal joy he expressed at 
the unexpected happiness of seeing bis 
brother-in-law, and his sorirow at having 
been so long absent after his arrival, was 
listened to with ill-coneealed impatience 
by the open-hearted advocate ; and, but 
for his sister's sake, he would have with- 
held the band of feUowship from a man 

he 
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be SO thoroughly despised. iChecking 
his Indignation, however, he entered on 
the subject of liis sistert removal to' 
Edinburgh/ for the sake of medical ad- 
vice, and entreated sir Simon to use his 
influence with her to set out immediate- 
ly, as her wasted form and incessant 
cough, in his apprehension; rendered the 
danger imminent. 

The baronet regarded Mr, Ferguson 
like one awakened from a dream ; so un- 
obser^'ant and cateless had he been, th$t 
the dangerous state of Marion's health, 
which for months had been evident to all 
besides, had totally escaped his notice. 

A momentary feeling of remorse Struck* 
his obdurate heart, as he reflected on the 
patient uncomplaining sweetnesä of the* 
bemg whose happiness he had destroyed 
— nay, whose days he had perhaps short* 
ened ' by unkindness and neglect. The 
feeling was, however,.evanescen1i for sir' 
Simon possessed, in an eminent degree, 
the faculty of transferring toothers the 

bkme 
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• 

blame justly due to his own guilty ac* 
tions^ 

" If Marion be as ill as your brotherly 
fears represent," he replied, " I have rea- 
son to be offended at having been kept 
so long in ignorance of it, or of her wish 
to Visit the south. I had flattered my- 
self that her pale cheeks proceeded from 
a different and far more pleasing cause. 
As it is, however, lady Frazer's wishes 
shall be complied with ; I shall immedi- 
ately order an establishment to be form- 
ed in Edinburgh, conformable to the 
rank which your sister and my >vife ought 
to hold in society." ^ 

" Hold, sir Simon^'* rejoined the law- 
yer, with a look that convinced the ba- 
ronet he had gone too far : " my visit to 
Castle Frazer was unexpected by my 
sister, nor have I had the inhumanity 
to hint to her my fears of a danger to 
which she seems whoUy insensible. Be- 
sideSj^ so rigid is her sense of duty, I was 
ftiUy persuad^d that no entreaties on my 

part 
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part would induce her to resolve on thuf 
joumey without your füllest approba« 
tion ; I therefore deferred inentioning 
the subject until your retum. If poor 
Marion can yet be saved, it must be by 
the soothing and watchful cares of a^fec* 
tion. To talk of forming a 8{d(endid es- 
tablishm^nt for one who in all probability 
is fiust hastening to the grave, is a cruel 
mockery of her feeble condition." 

The subject of their conversation now 
entered the apartment. Sir Simonis eye 
glanced for a moment at her altered ap« 
pearanee, and he soc»i became convinced 
tliat her bröther's fears were well-found- 
ed. He took her hand, &nd, in a voiee 
tremulous from emotion, inquired after 
her health. 

Marion's weakened spirits were not 
proof against liis returning tendemess, 
and slie burst into tears. 

" You are ill, my love," lie said : •* we 
must have more able advioe than this 
wild nook 'affords. We will aceompany 

your 
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your hrother on his retum to Edin« 

Lady Frazer shook her head with a 
moumful smile, but remained silent, and 
nothing more was said at the time. Af* 
ter dinner» however» the subject was re- 
sumed by her brother, who so heartily 
urged the plan» that Marion was left no 
plea for farther refusal» except her firm 
determination never to abandon William 
to the care of hirelings, 

This last objection was also obviated, 
by her brother declaring that the littie 
urchin shoukl accompany them*—'' And," 
he added, while ä smile o{ intdligence 
passed between him and Emily Frazer» 
*' to complete my nursery establishment, 
I mean to enlist his head-nurse in our 
party." 

** On one principle alone,** said Ma* 
rion, tuming to sir Simon, *^ will I oon* 
sent for a while to leave this retreat I 
am aware how much of your happiness 
depends on the spwts of the. field^ and 

the 
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the Company of your brother sportsmen ; 
remain, therefore, at Castle Frazer for 
the preseiit : should my malady increase, 
you shall speedily be informed of the 
circumstance. It wauld render me 
wretched, were I in any manner of way 
to interfere with your pleaöures.'' 

The baronet framed his tongue to ut- 
ter a negative to her wishes, though he 
secretly rejoiced to find, in the obstinacy 
with which she insisted on this condi-^ 
tion, an excuse for pursuing las own in- 
clinations. ^^ 

It was finally settled that in two days^ 
theparty should set out on their joumey. 

Moumful was the parting between 
Marion and Emily . The invalid pressed 
Mrs. Frazer to her throbbing heart, 
thanked her for her unwearied kindness,. 
and entreated, that should they never 
again meet, she would be a motKer to.her 
William. 

Unable to sleep, on the moming of 
departure, Marion arose at an early 

hour. 
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hour. The prospect without was cold 
and desolate as her own heart. The sun 
had not yet dissipated the mist which 
enveloped the mountains, and floated on 
the Valleys beneath. She entered the 
Chamber of her departed sister ; it was 
like taking a last farewell of a beloved 
friend. AU she had enjoyed and suffer- 
ed since first they met rushed on her 
imagination like an overwhelming tor- 
rent, and subdued her fortitude. 

She seated herseif on the bed, and gave 
free vent to -her tears. — " Ah ! my be- 
loved Helen !" she exclaimed, ** why dld 
I not follo w y ou to the peaceful grave ? 
that last dismal mansion of mortality has 
no terrors for the wretched T 

The kmdness of aunt Janet next pass* 
ed in review before her mental vision* 
She had been able to attach all hearts 
but one, and her tears redoubled when 
the neglect and ingratitude of her hus- 
band's conduet recurred to her mind. 
But her sorrow was mingled with a sense 

of 
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of injury, which tended to restore her for* 
titude ; and, shaking off the oppression 
which weighed heavy on her heart, she 
prepared to meet her assembled friends in 
the breakfast-room. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Ah ! hüls beloved ! where once a bappy child^ 
Your beechen sbades, yoor tnrf, your flowers among, 

I wove yoor bluebeils iato garlapds wild, 
And woke your echoes with my rural soog ! 

Ah ! hüls beloTed ! yoür turf, your flawers ramain ; 

But can they peace to this sad breast restore; 
For one poor moment sootb the sense of pain^ 

And teacb a breaking beert to tbrob no more ? 

Chablotxs Smiib. 



Is tbere no secret wile, 
No lurkingenemy ? 
His watcbfttl eye 18 on tbe wall. 

And waiily be marks tbe roof. 

And warily sorvey'd 
The path tbat lay before. Sovtbet. 

SiR Simon aod captain Frazer accompa- 
nied the travellers as fiu* as Caimdow» 
where Mr. Ferguscm had kft his car- 
riage on his way to the Castle. Marion 

seemed 
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seemed less fiitigued.with the ride than 
might have been expected^ and after par- 
taking of a slight repart, they proceeded 
on their joumey. 

With m Simonis hypocritical injunc- 
tion to write frequently, lady Frazer 
promised a strict compliance ; and being 
seated in the carriage along with her bro- 
ther and Emily, with little William 
asleep on her lap, they waved an adieu to 
the gentlemen, and drove o£P. 

A postchaise had been provided for 
the acoommodationofherladyship's own 
maid, and the nurse who was occasion- 
ally to relieve Emily from her young 
Charge. 

Mr. Ferguson's old domestie» John 
Brown, and lady Frazer's footman,. at- 
tended them on horseback, leading her 
faithful little Donald, to be in readiness 
when the advance of spring would per- 
mit her to take exercise on horseback. 

The joumey was performed as slowly, 
and with as little fatigue to the invalidi 

as 






*Ffi£ HIGHLAND CASTLE. 95 

as the nature of travelling in the High« 
lands wpuld permit. 

The cheerful and enlightened conver* 
sation of her brother, the playfukiess of 
little William, and the genuine attach- 
ment of the you thful JBmily,; beguiled the 
tediousness of the way. Mr. Ferguson 
made choice of a diöerent route from 
that which bis sister had pursued on her 
way to the north, lest any circumstances 
might recall painful associations to her 
mind, as likewise with the hope that 
the novelty of the scenery would with- 
draw her attention from the concealed 
sorrow which was destroying her. 

AVithout accident they arrived in due 
tim& at the lawyer's hospitable mansion 
in George-square. Mr. Ferguson rank- 
ed among bis friends mpst of the emi- 
nent Professors of the healing art in the 
qity of Edinburgh. With unfeigned de- 
light he beard them pronounce that his 
sistef s complaints were unattended with 
4anger— that moderate exercise, an at- 
tention 
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tenticm to temperature and to regimen» 
were all that would be found requisite 
for her reoaveiy. . 

At this period of the year, Mr. Fer- 
guson's momings were entirely devoted 
to business, and he was frequently de- 
tained in the Court o£ Session tili a vety 
latehourintheevening. Lady Frazer feit 
not, however, that sense of desolateness 
which she too frequently experienced in 
the solitary mansicm of her husband. The 
progressive improvement of little Wil- 
liam imparted a degree of the purest sa^ 
tisfaction to the breast of his affectionate 
mother, and a portion of eaeh day was 
dedicated to superintending the lessons 
of Emily Frazer in the dififereilt branches 
of her education. Nor was Maiy fi)r« 
gotten : the description given by her 
brother of the grateful and affectionate 
disposition of hb young Charge awaken- 
ed a strong interest in the bosom of his 
sister in b^alf of this deserted child. 
At her particular request^ Mary was 

brought 
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brougbt fram Glencross Cottage, and 
soon domestkated in the mansion with 
Emily and William. 

The scream of deligfat which she ut- 
teved as she flew into the extended arms 
of her beiiefactor, and hid her glowing 
cheek in his bosom, endeared^her to his 
4flfectionate siüter. She took the lovely 
girl on her knee, and soon secured for 
herseif an interest in her innocent heart. 
In a iew hours Mary had become so fa* 
miliar Vfüh her hew acqualntance, that 
lady Frazer was jthe depository of all her 
little concems. 

Mary vms so glad when Mrs. Saunder<>' 
i€fn told her Mr. Ferguson and John 
were eome Jbndk, and that die was to go 
to Edii&bui^h to see them. She was so 
sorryto leave Mrs. Saunderson alone, 
and Bawty, and poor pussey, and the 
pretty snowdrops in the garden, and the 
erocuses tkat had eome out sinee the 
snow melted-^^^ And do you know/' she 
^ oontiniied» «^ Mrs. Saundecson says she 

VOL. IL F used 
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used to carry you in her arms» and yaa 
were a sweet \mm, and that it wiU break 
her auld heart if ony ill come o'er ye. 
She hates sir Simon» and theauld Castle» 
and the Hielands." 

Bat amidst this narration of old Mar- 
garet's hatreds, Mary sunk into a pro- 
found slümber. Lady I^razer {»^sed 
her Ups to the snowy forehead of the 
innocent girl ; what could they be» she 
thought, that forsook so fair a flower! 
as she rung to have the sleeping inno- 
cent removed to the nursery. 

Lady Frazer's amendment kept pace 
with the rapid advance of spring. Like 
a scion tom from the parent stem^ and 
transplanted into a harren soil, she droop« 
ed and languished; but once more re« 
stored to her native earth, she resumed 
somewhat of her pristine beauty and vi- 
gour. 

Punctual in the perfonnance of eveiy 
duty, her ladyship informed sir Simcm 
of her arrivaly and theopinion of the me- 

dical 



TR£ HI6HLAKD CASTLE. 99 

dieal gentlemen respecting her illness. 
In the «hortest possibletimeshereceived 
a congratttlatory answer, as also a request 
to inform hiin of every dreumstance 
connected with her health, and that of his 
boy. Marion sighed when she thought 
for what unprofitable and worthless pur- 
suits that wife and that child were ne- 
glected. 

The spring yacation restored at length 
comparative leisüre to the worthy advo- 
cate ; and with pleasure he prepared to 
remove Avith his household to his favour- 
ite retreat. It was a mild April day ; 
the rays of a brilliant sun sparkled on 
the cle^r surfaoe of Glencross water, as it 
rippled with a low mutmuring sounä 
over its pebbled bed ; the äelds were gay 
with the opening blossoms of spring, and 
the air impregnated with their odorife- 
rous perfumes; the Urds carolled on 
every spray, and the lambkins sported 
by the side of their dams ; but the heart 
of Marion was not in unison with this 

F 2 smiling 
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smiling pictare of nature. Silent and 
8ad| she revolved in her mind ** the days 
of other y eats," wlien, gay and sportive 
as the fawn, she häd frolicked amidst this 
enchanting landscape, whkh now, to her 
distempered fancy, seemed to smile as if 
in mockery of her woe. 

Long, however, she was not suffered 
to indulge in those painful rurainations ; 
for her watchful brother, guessing the 
subject of her thoughts, sucoeeded in 
drawing her into eönversation. 

Grateful for his considerate kindness» 
she struggled during the remainder of 
the way to maintain an appearance of 
composure ; but transient was the vic- 
tory she had obtained over herseif, for as 
the carriage wound round the acdivity 
on which stood the well-remembered 
cottage, and she beheld oM Margaret 
waiting at the door to receive them, her 
hard-eamed fortitude yielded before the 
fiiU tide of sorro w, and she sobbed aloud. 

The joy of beholding her young fa- 

vourite 



THE HI6HLAKD CASTLE. 101 

Tourite was counteracted hy the altefed 
appearanee and melancboly air of lady 
Frazer, and tears blinded the eyes of the 
worthy old domestic as she ied the way 
to the paFlour. 

Mr. Ferguson now entered with his 
nephew, and placed the smiling cherub 
in the anns of the good dame» who kiss- 
ed and blessed him, while little Mary, 
half frantie with joy at finding herseif 
<mee more in the dear oottage, fVolieked 
iroiH one to »^other with a]l the playful 
vivacity of her yeaf s. 

The tiinmlt of Maricm's spirits on thus 
revisiting the happy home of her infaney 
at length subsided into a melancholy 
calm. Scarcely two years had elapsed 
since she left it, buoyant in youthfui 
hope -, bttt her dream of happiness had 
quickly vanished, and she beheld in per- 
q^tive only a därk and troubled futu- 
rity. Still, when she saw her brother's 
eye beaming on her with fratemal ajßec- 
tion — ^when she contemplated the be- 

F 3 witching^ 
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ivitching smiles of her darling boy-«- 
when sbe thought of those invaluable 
friends that she had left behind» she was 
compelled to oonfess.that her wretched- 
ness was not wholly without alleviatioiK 

While thia admirabk woman was thus 
maintaining a virtuons struggle with a 
melancholy which duty forbade her to 
indulge, sir Simon retumed to bi» so- 
litary home, with a feeliag of joy that 
he was free from the restndnt whieh the 
presence of bis virtuous wif^ imposed» in 
some m^asure, even c^him» 

His Visits to bis friends, in whidi he 
bad of late more frequently indulged» 
than on the first days that Marion inha* 
bited his mansion» were only a pretenoe 
to free himself from suspicioni since the 
time ooeupied in these pretended ex- 
cursions was mostly passed with a buxom 
wench in a cottage belonging to his 
sworn friend Maodonald. This was a 
poor and proud chieftain, whose unprin- 
cipled nünd would have shrunk from 

no 
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DO means, except honouxable indiistry^ 
to maintain the miserable diado w of the 
feudal State of former days. He was a 
fit assodate for the baronety and a will- 
ing Instrument in promoting or conoeal- 
ing his guUty pleasures ; and in return 
managed to disburden bim fiN>m time to 
time of a few hundreds of his carefully- 
hoarded toeasure. Sinoe the departure 
of lady Frazer» tbis man hadbeen almort 
Jt daily guest at the Castle, and with 
Bruoe were the only oompanions whidi 
the ty rannical cxmduetand haugliiymaiib^ 
ners of sir Sinum had left binu 

The letters of Maricm were duly re- 
4xivedp Mid, for a time^ punctually an- 
swered ; but at length her correspond- 
ent sladcened in regularity ; and, before 
^e oondusion of the summer» oeased to 
write altogether» 

Lady Frazer freqaently antidpated 
with pain the approach of that period 
which would ogtin tear her fvom the so- 
oety of A beloved br^othet , and consign 

F 4 her 
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her to the solitude of Castle Fnzer^ and 
an intimate.asflodation with a man who, 
in spite of henelf^ she despifled. !&]t, 
Dvith all her causes for sorrow, her firame 
graduaU}r aequiredvigour» and her mind 
energy. The path of dnty lay before 
her, Bxid she resolutely determined to 
pursue it. 

The valued goTemess of hendf and 
Helen Frazer still lived.; but she had 
greatly curtafled her estaUisbment, 
which was now maoaged by her daugiw . 
ter-inJ^MtVi under the immediate siipe»» 
intendance of the old lady herselC 

No one moumed more «inoeiely tfaan 
did Mrs. Fogo, on observing the aHem«- 
tion in her onoe-sprightly lavourite ; nov 
did the heart of Marion expsnd with 
purer satisfaction on meeting any of the 
acquaintances of her infancy, than it did 
when pressed to the bosom of her ye- 
n^rabie fiiend. 

At her eamest • solicita^on Mrs* Fogo 
reeeiveSd Bnüly Fräser as an inmate 

- . when 
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when her kdj^skip removed trom towm 
The aflfeetKNiate girl wept/ at the idea of 
kaving har fUend, but Marion knowing 
that the veiy limited inmme of her pai- 
rents predoded them fifom bestowing 
on her such an education as they could 
wish, was Btixious not to sufier tht 
present opportunity to esoape of pro«* 
euiing Ibr her tbe most able instroction 
that the nortbern metropolis jafforded« 

'* Papa aii4' mama will be so ddi^t» 
ed with ymir acquisiticm^ when we retürn 
to the north/' uttered by her ladyship 
as she »esigned her young friend to the 
eare of Mn. Fogo, not only served in 
scwcie nieasure to reooneile Emily to 
thdr temporary Separation, but pcoved a 
spür to.fiiture exertion« If a difBcuIt 
iesson was to be overoome^ the idea that 
parental approbation would reward the 
acquisition, sweetened the UAl of study« 
•— -If she found the neoessary confine^ 
ment €i a boarding-sdiodl irksome, and 
some of heir young associates fiippant and 

F 5 disagreeable, 
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disagreeable, she oonsoied hersrif with 
the anticipation of rejoinhig her dear 
lady Fraztr at Glencrosa Cottage during 
4iie autumn Tacatkm. 

In the mean time» as the faealth of Ma- 
rion improved^ she began to resume the 
habits of her youth. She renewed her. 
aequaintanoe with the cottagers and t^ 
nantiy on theestate; she oonsokd them 
in sickness and adva:«ity ; inpovertyher 
purse and her influenae weie freely de- 
vpted to their benefit. Tbiis blessing 
and blessedy there were moments when 
she forgot that the mandateof a hmband 
might call her fiir away from the only 
scenes that had power to tmnquiUize her 
wounded spirit. 

At sueh times she flew to the sodety 
of the children for relie£ One evening 
in paiticitlar, when her ladysfaip was op- 
pressed with more than herxisoal melan^ 
choly» shetook littleMary by tbe liand, 
«nd, aecopipanied by Willkim and hk 
nudd^ puriüed her way to a shady gJade, 

* at 
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tt a sbcMt dwtaiicefrom the Cottage. It 
terminated in a thick wood^ bouüded by 
a raad leadiiig thixnigh the groumds to 
the-village of 61enoros6r While Mary 
was busBy edto^ting the wild> flowers 
whicb gww in profusion around lier, to 
.amuae litde William, Marion^buried m 
a painfid revene, unoonsciously stroUed 
tewards the wood, aüd seated herseif on; 
the stump of a &llen elm. Time flew 
away unheeded, and the obscurity of twi- 
light had «uoceeded to a wann and suU 
tiy day, when her ruminations were 
disturbed by the trampling of horses^ 
She looked to wards the road, and a dead* 
ly sickness came over her as she ima- 
gined she reoognized in one of the horse^ 
men the form of her busband. 

Relieved, bow^^^^r £pom th^ compli* 
cation of paihfal feelings wfaich bis sup- 
posed appeaMQoe' oonjured up,. by the 
travellers taklng; the read to the village,. 
kl place of taming down tba^avemie lead- 
ing. to the Cottage»^ Marione pressed her 

F 6 handi 
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hand on her throbUng temples, and 
sloMrly r^oitied the children. 

On tbeir way to the house ^y met 
Robert, lady FvBMfB servant, who'WM 
just retunfied from Gkneross» vrhere he 
had gone In order to get Donakl wfi^ 
plied wkh « shoe he had lost duting^ 
their momittg ^de. Hobert's ^ fiice indi^ 
cated tfaat lie was brim-ftill of intelligenoe^ 
and her kdy^hip's surmisesi tfaiat one of 
the strangers might actually be sir 8i* 
mon Frazer, again foreibly racmring tb 
her mind, she falteringly iwqoired wke^ 
ther he had «een two gentlemeH on 
horseback? 

" That I did, my lady," replied the 
man, '^ and snre enough I thonght it 
had been sir Simon and his Steward ; bu( 
they wäre «e imiffled up that it was im« 
possible to be cettein, so I li^knved tfaem 
to the inn, but Ibund I had been mif* 
taken, i» the name of the master was 
Smclair. Doiiald made a mistake alsoi, 
my lady,''.Kob«rt eontinued, "fiir.he 

saluted 
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salated the horses, 88 tiiey gdlopped past 
US, as if they hadi)een oldstäde oomp»- 

Notwritfastaiidhig everjr efibrt, Marion 
cpnld not (üvest her mind during the 
vrhicie evMiiig of tiiose uneasy fedings 
irfaieh the foregoingoccurrence hadpro* 
dooed. Her brother obseryed licfr flnsb* 
ed cbeek knd tretoulous roide, and im« 
putkig it to &ttgue» cautioned hj^r against 
remaining w long exposed to the dampt 
of evoong. His sistier^ grateful for hit 
care, vainly endeavoured to rally her spif 
Rts, and,'ooiDplaining of a headache, re^ 
tired fat the night 

In the solttude of her owii chamher 
rite endeavoured to revidw with calm* 
ne» the occurrence which had involved 
her in auch perpleodty. I^ apite pf Bo^ 
bertfs assumnce that the name of the 
stranger was Sinclair, dbe could not di«- 
vesk herseif of the helief tliit it was ac- 
IntUyair Simon himself; and his narra- 
tion rath^ oonfirmed than dissipated the 

suspicion. 



/ 
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saspidon. Yet for what puipöse could 
he lurk in disguise around her dwelling ? 
This question she found impossiUe to 
wlve» and» wearied with CQtvjeoture, re- 
tired to bed, overeome with £itigue^ 
and soon sunk into an .unquiet slumber. 

In dreams the Image of the barmet 
again iiaunted her imagiantion. . With 
an uplifted knife she beheld hhn about 
to immolate the shrieking Mary, whom 
he held in his savage grasp» when her 
brother appeared, and arrested the fatal 
blow. 

Again she beheld him tum with firam» 
ticfury on the unwelcome ititruder, who; 
instead of her brother» appeared under 
the form of William Glen. . The knife 
was again brandi^ed with muidetous 
intent» when Marion» InreatUess wiäi ter-^ 
ror» threw herseif between her husband 
and his intended victim. 

She awoke with the fright; dropa of 
agony stood on her fordiead» and it was 
some minutes befare ahe e«uld.pevsimde 

herseif 
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lierself dutt the whole wa» only the iliü« 
don ot ä feifful dteam. 

Afraid of a repetition of the tenifie 
phantom» she arose ironi her restless 
oouch, and stealing slowly into her 
dre6sing*rooiai| opened the casement, to 
breathe the t«fi>eshiiig air of the mom«- 
ing, which bud just begun to dawn. 

A$ she sat pensively leaning her head 
an one hand, a rustlingnoise in the shrub^ 
bery attracted. her attention, and looking 
in the direction whence the sound pro«^ 
ceeded, she saw two men cautrously ad- 
vance from behind a thicket. One of 
tbem pointed with his hand towards the 
Cottage, as if in the act of giving direo* 
tions to the other. The light was too 
faint to enable the terrified Marion to dis- 
eem tfaem perfeetly ; butfrom the outline 
of theirfigurea she was almost<*onvinced 
it was the two horsemen she had en* 
eountered an the foregoing evening. 

A shrinking delicacy respeeting what* 
erer eoncekned jsir Snnon had prevented 

her 
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her Tndutiönmg the trävellerB nhe observ« 
ed during the evenuig-walk ; but far« 
ther silence would be orimirial, since 
they evidently bad some däsign agaiiifit 
her bpothei^s mansion. 

At breakfast» therefore, die inibraied 
Mr. Ferguson o£ the eifcuinstancc^ and 
of the resemfaknee which Ifce foremoit 
rider certamlj bore to sir Shnon Frazer. 
She also mentioned that tfae $amä resem^ 
blanoe had Struck Robert. 

The lawyer remained aotne time hn* 
lied in deep runrination^aiid afterwards 
starting up, he rung fbr Robert. Hav- 
ing questioned this domestic, who re^ 
peated the tale he had told'his lady» Mr. 
Ferguson tumed to hn siater, saying«** 
** With y our permission I will tafce Ro- 
bert with tne this momitig to Glencross^ 
in Order, if pcasible, to trace these mys* 
taJous strangers." 

Marion smüed assent, and the aervant 
iefl the room to prepare the horsea. • 

Her brdther then teid-*«^ I am of opi- 

niön 
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nion that the two gentlamen nsurt have 
either beoi amateur touristo, or looking 
oat for some spöt to purdiase in aar pic» 
turesque neighbourhcM^d« and that both 
you and Robert have been deoeived by 
some fancied reseoEablance." 

Marion gave a smiliiig aasent to har 
brother's oonjeeture, though her feari^ 
were by no means wholly destroyed« 

" I have one &vour," hesaid, " to re- 
quesV tuming back fifom the door as 
he was about to mount bis horse, ^* that 
yoii would confine yoor rambles, and 
tbose of the iduldren^ to t^ gatden, tili 
our retum." 

Lady Frazer was in no tenjper of 
mind to di»*^(ard' this injanotion; and 
returning to the nursery, endeavoured to 
amuse herseif with the gambols of the 
ehildren during her brothetfs abs^ioe« 
' At the inn he leamed that two stran- 
gers had atrived at night-ialli and about 
an hour afteywavds were joitied by a 
tfaird ; that* ^y had sopped in a pri- 
vate 
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vate apartment, at their own request, 
and retined to rest at an early hour. Two 
x>f them walked out by day bj«ak, and re» 
maihed abroad for above two hours» af- 
ter which they all three partook of a basty 
breakfast, arid immediately afterwarda 
departed, taking the road to Edinburgh. 
^^ The tallest of the travellers was called 
Sinclair; at least sudi was the name which 
he told me to write on the bankrnote 
with which he paid the reckoning»'' said 
the landlord. 

'^ Have you still the.note in your pos^ 
Session?" inquired Mr. Ferguson» *'and 
will you oblige me with a sight of it ?" 

The. note waa produced, and indorsed 
on the back with the name of M^Alister» 
in the handwriting of sir Simoni with 
his Initials undemeath. 

If any doubt had remained, after the 
description given c^the straogers by ho- 
nest John Deans the landlord» this m^ 
cumstance would have eonfirmed Mr« 
F^guaon in- the 'belief, tbüt the myste» 

rioua 
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rious travellers were no other tban his 
brother-in-law and his hopeful Steward 
Bruce. That their appearance in his 
neighbourhood could originate in no ho* 
nourable motive, he was well assured ; 
but what that motire oould be, baffled 
every conjecture. He determined, how- 
ever, to omit no precaütion to defeat 
their designs ; and with this view he en* 
jöined Robert, without alarming his 
lady's fears, never to lose sight of her or 
the children in their rambles about the 
giounds, and always to go well armed 
with pistols. 

He procnred the fiye-pound note 
from Deans» ' after makihg him take 
down the number, and mark it in such 
a manner that he oould identifj it if oc- 
easion required. He also requested him 
to be silent respecting their oonversation ; 
and secretiy and speedily send Informa- 
tion to the Cottage, should the strangers ' 
again appear aft Ins house» or be seen in the 
neighbourhood^. sinoe he had sträng rea- 

sons 
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SQD$ to suspect they had some design oti 
the Cbttage» as they had been observed 
lurktng aboirt the grounds in itS vicinity. 

Deans, like every one eine, was warno- 
ly attached to Mr* Fergusori» aii4 cheer- 
fully pronäiaed oompliance with his re; 
quest. 

On their way hooie» Robert waa agaiqr 
cautkmed not to betray the ducoveiy 
they hfd made to lady Fvaaser, a» it 
would only needlessly agitate her in her 
present weak State. 

'< AUb ! nc^" amd the woithy fellow; 
'* my poor lady has suSered too much df» 
ready from sir ^oion» $nd I bc^ve wpuld 
have died, Uke Miss Helen^ of a broken 
heart, had youv hoQour not.ooixie wd 
taken he? away. Bat I b€ig pardon ; it 
doe$ not faeeome me to talk of my b^-* 
ters/' 

Mr. Ferguson, thougb a kind and in» 
dulgent mästen never made eonfidanta 
of bis domeatios^ yet anxkms to ascei^ 
tain the extenfc of Marion^s wronga» mi 

pleased 
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pleased with the attacKment that Bobert 
displayed for bis sister, replied-— " No, 
my good feHow, | am not ott^ded; oa 
the contrary, I must have 9ome further 
conversatsoii with you on the subject ; 
at present, however, we must huny 
, home^ to rellere the anxiety of youn; 
kdy ;" and the lawyer, jspunihg his horse 
to a gallop, mon reacbed the Cottage. 

A month passed on witbout any cir- 
cumstance having occurred to createa' 
new alarm. Lady Fnueer had reisumed 
her rambles in tb^ gvounds with the 
diildren, bat alivays aec(Nnpanied or ft)l* 
löwedby Robert. 

One evening that she had üi^ered 
hter than vania\, in the hope of meeting 
her brother, who had spent the flay with 
a fiiend, a few mües distant, the tratn- 
pling of boTses announced» «s she ima- 
gined, his retum. 

Mary darted üke Kgbtning through 
^atile into the public road, to hail hisr 

approaeh. 
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appioach. But what was tfae constema- 
tion of her ladyship to hear the child ut- 
ter a frigiitfiil scream, nfter whidi all re* 
mained silent : . 

As fast as her tremblixig limbs would 
permiti Marion hastened forward« to as«. 
sCertain the cause of her outery, when, to* 
her astonishtnent, she behdd. Robert 
struggling to free the terrified child from 
the grasp of an athletic ruffian, wbo hdd 
her fast with one band» vhile with the 
other he defended himself a(gaiitöt his 
more feeble Opponent 

Nearly overpowered by fatigue, the. 
faithful domestic must soon . have been 
overcome, had not the trampling of 
horses forced the villain to relinquish. his 
prey» and seek safety in flight 

With the ra}»dity of lightning Marion 
had flown to alarm the inhabitants of a 
neighbouring cottage^ on beholding the 
perilous Situation of her favourite, and 
two stout young peasants i^eached the 

scene 
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scene of aclion just as Mr. Ferguson rode 
up to the spot. 

After listening to a hmty ex{danation 
of the affair, he requested tfaem to oon- 
duct Robert and the terrified child to 
theCottage, while he and his servant gal* 
lopped off in pursuit of the villain. 

Vainly, however, they attempted to 
descry the object of their pursuit ; night 
began to dose in, and, afl^r the strictest 
search in the viQage and the surround- 
ing cottages, they desisted from any für- 
ther attempt, and tumed their horses 
heads homewards. 

At the Cottage all was constemation 
and dismay. Lady Frazer had &mted 
with the terror and fatigue, and beeir 
carried to bed in a very exhausted State. 
The innoo^it subjeet of the outrage Mrs. 
Saunderson had vainly attempted to paci« 
fy, who, when Mr. Ferguson enteoed, 
was sobbing as if her heart would break. 
She flew into the extended arms of her 
generous protector^ and, as if there 

shielded 
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shielded from eVery ddnger, sobbed her* 
seif to sleep. 

Having diipoied of his insensible bür- 
den, fae ppdoeeded to the bedside of his 
suffbring sister, who could otily press his 
band in silencä. Entreiiting her to en« 
deavour to seek repose, as all danger was 
pasf , he left her to the care of her faith- 
ful attendanty and kissinglhis sieeping 
nephew, retired to visit Robert, who, he 
was apprehensive, might have snffered 
a serious injury by his vigilance and 
fidelity.] . 

Agreeably, however, was he disap« 
pointed, far, exeept fatigue from over« 
exertion and afew slight bruises, he had 
sustained no mconvenienoe from the 
struggle, tfaoQgh he admitted that such 
was the sttength of his Opponent, that he 
must at onqe have siuik under his power« 
ful grasp, had his arms been uneneum« 
bered with the ohUd. 

Robert was confident that the villain 
was not whoUy unknow!n to him ; but, 

so 
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SO sudden had bem tke atfkadc» that he 
oould not recollect when of where he Imd 
befbse aeai hiuk 

These duties perfbrmed, our worthy 
advoeate retised to the pa^our, and, over 
his solitary oup of oo£fee, todk a retro- 
spective view öf the events whtch häd^ 
dsased so much' alarm andi distress in* bis 

Ffom tbe &avful appitehensions of Ma- 
rion, the eoiijectures öf Robert, the ac- 
count given oS the stpangers by honest 
«lohn Deans, büt, aiböve'aU, fpom the 
eTidi^nee fumisbed by tfae bank-note, not 
a diadDw of doubt remained^ in Mr. Fer- 
guscm'si mind, that dr Simon Frazer and 
hissCewa»! were the identiical' ti*aveU<srs 
yv^ hmd heen seen by Mb sister on the 
ixiad, and aftef wavds prowling about the 
shrubbeiy. 

How ihr tbe olandestine appearance of 
tfae baionet in hts ground& was eonhecti- 
ed with tbe otttmge of the presemt night, 
it was dlffictttt to-detieri^tte ; but he fbit 
: ' VOL. H, G strongly 
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strongly iriclined to mspeet some existr 
ibg oohnexion. 

'l'hat the poor deserted Mary was the 
sole object of the machinätions of the 
Yillaini whoever he inight be, was suffi- 
ciently evident ; but even Mr. Ferguson, 
ivhose professional avocations had fre» 
quently made him a witness of Ui^ most 
sublime virtue, ' as well as of the utniost 
depravity of the human character, could 
scarcely conceive it possible that Üie love 
of wealth could have 8timula4:ed sir Si<* 
mon to tear an innocent child from the 
protection of bis roof. Yet he oould aee 
no otber motive for;the daring attem^t^ 
except the dread that Mary, athis deatb» 
would share bis wealth with bis siaten 

On the foUowing morning Mr. Fer« 
guson rejoiced to bebold bis sister in the 
breakfast-parlour when he entered. Her 
swollen eyes and pallid countenance de- 
c^red that she had passed a riestless; 
night ; but anxiety on poor Mary*s ao* 
count had hiduced her to leave her 

. Chamber 
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• • • 

^wiber at an earlier hour than usiiaL 
The aiarniing oütrage wl^ich hcd been 
oomniitted OH the sweet chiM formed tiie 
^ul^ect of their conversation during the 
moming repast ; and, after it was finish- 
ed, the lawyer proceeded with Robert to 
tiie village, toascertain if any inteliigence 

« 

cxHild be procured th^t might lead to the 
diseovery of tlie cul{Hrit. . 

During their walk thither, Robert dis- 
played thediaracter of sir' Simon Frazer 
in -such a light as iha^e bis auditor shud- 
der. He related the fate pf Bertha 
Campbell — ^tlie burning M'Coy's cottage 
.^Ug. present disgiBceful^ association with 
the daughter of pne of Macdonald's cot- 
tess— and various o^l^r instances of bis 
licentipus at»! tyraoinieal candupt: 

" Though my ppor lady was ignorant 
of all those ways," continued Robert, 
^ she yet auffer^d enough to have.killed 
her, had not yöur honour cprne ju^t in 
t)[ieqick qf tinie.tosavQJber; ^n^, ifl 

G 3 might 
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mlght make bold to gifve thy opinibi), ik 
ii^ all iiofig of fldr Sitnoti'» contmraned 
thsrt; the clnld was to be cärried off; for I 
heard him one dey say to my lady sotne- 
thing about a base-bom brat being your 
honour^heir; and the baronet U m^gh4?y 
fend of xnoney. • Besides, now^ when I 
have eome to my senee»^ I bdieve it vfm 
Sandy, the giant, who coritended wiih 
me last night^* 

On mquiry Mr. Ferguson leamed thfiti 
Sandy the giant wä^ a retainor öf Mr. 
M^cdonald's^ and dignified 1^ him with 
the appeHation of bis gam^keeper. 
' Had a doabt remained of the tnrpi- 
tade ofsir Simon Fraser'ä öonduct, the 
dietails given by ' Bobert wöiild faa:Ve 
wholly dissipated it. But' the itodigha-^ 
tion urhich bumed ito his bosom against 
the worthless ban>»et»*aDd'whicb,'imder 
any other circümstanees,' would huteled 
the intrepid advocate tO' detnand' iftistatlt 
sirtisfaetioni i^as 't^mpefed> imd-kept 

* within 
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wkhm dae bouncbb by 4i reiprd fw the 
fiitare ^leaee <(^ im ^stei^ and affectioa 
finr kis itifaat nephew« 

Mrv F^ttsoD was »ot^ idbowever, a 
ebwaotB' ta 4)e traaapled on with im^ 
puoifyy «nd he instenüy \igrote a detail 
of tbe .oiroumstanees' wbieh had takcB 
fihuse to sir SiHaon Fseaec^ 4$tatiiig the 
evidenoe' in hts ppeaes^on «agaaQst !ßruce 

and itbegspiekef^fMK^^f hus fidead M^do 
nald. 

^^ Hadvit iiQt bee»»'' he contin^d» 
^ fer the lemty of yom angfel wife, tbe 
employer- of these «bannlooed Miretches 
w<wld| ere mqfw^ faaye^stood &illy «xp^ed^ 
to viaw. äihouldany fiitnire loutrage be^ 
however, owraittedagainst t^ineactest 
metxiber of£[iy household, neither tears 
nor entreaties shall prevent Joe from 
draq^PiQigstheni fSwrward to the «com and 
ececration ^ the iwradtd." 

Sir SioatoB gDwhed rhi&.teaöi in vage 
on the p9E:u3al . of tfa^ Qp^Üe^ which 'con- 
tained the ürst intimation of tlse'failuw 

aS of 
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of hiÄ base project; One source of cori- 
Bolation^ haweTer,it conttftned; tlie kir* 
yer did not appear to glarice the möst 
distant suspicfon towards him as tfae in- 
stigator of the outrage. Still hd was 
i^nxtous to exculpate Bruee^ and wi1& 
this view retumed a speedy answer to 
the communication/ assnring Mr. Fer- 
guson that his Steward had not been 
from home at tfae p«rtod he mentioned; 

By the same conveyance he addressed 
iady 'Frazer, expressing the iM>st hypo- 
critical Anxiety for her health^ and that 
of his boy; at the satäe time r^gtfetting 
that some ' improvements he waÄ carry*^ 
ihg on, and whieh required his constanf 
superiiitehdence, prevented hirafrom fly* 
ing Ito Tifer, oh leaming the terrdr she hiad 
iencouhtered. • 

No ftirthir alarm hftving öccurred td 
disturb the trahqtiiHity of Oieiicrdsi« 
Cottage^ its amiable inhaUtants, after a 
while, resumed their tisual avocationsi 
The'ehiidren improved apace, and si 

much 
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much did the kind dispositions of little 
Mary win on her fatdyship's afibctions, 
tfaat her faeart made no diflference between 
her and her own Williain> * 

The autumn ^aeation proved a jubi- 
lee to the children, for Emily Frazer a»- 
rived ftom Edinburgh, to spend this pe- 
il^od.at theCottage. Marion was de- 
lighted with the progress she had made 
in the difFerent l^ranches of her educa- 
tion ; and young as she was, her sodety 
proved a great aequisition during the ab- 
8ence of her brother, whose duty obliged 
him to attend the southem circuit. 

Two years passed on, and Marion stili 
remained an inmate of her brother'd 
faouse« Twice had her husband visited 
tlie south, for a shcNrt time, during this. 
period ; but, as if by tacit consent, na 
mention had been made of her retum to 
Castle Frazer. He seemed pleased with 
the improvement of hi& boy, but, to the 
great relief of bis unhappy wife^ express^ 

G4r ed; 



ed na wash to wmcrve him from under 
tl^e {MTotection of bis unele« 

Aboat tbii time Mr. J'ieiigitMii 4immt 
ed captainCra8ier'$f promwe« of 'pltcHig 
Bouvc^e under hw «etve ; an^ ;i» Mrs. 
Frazeir was anxiqirs. to iettbviuce her 
friend»4nd dasp.herfiMÜy to beritnatert 
lud boaoiY^ they rej^olvt^d to «oconopiBfiy 
tbe bqy to Edinburgh. . 



CHAP. 



TtSB niSHLAMB CA8TL&.- 119 



cHAPtteli vi: 



. Lfiy ^ ^<^B> s^or le»v«9 hi« owo ; 
Obedient to tlie rising gale^ 
Uumoors h\s bark, äntl spreads (lis teil,, 
ZM«i «he oe^ mnt tbe wind; 
NorjfiQuiDs tbe joj8 b« left befamd. 

COTTON.. 

I , 

FlSlAISaitt yielt MielaAchoIy was the 
me^tifig ^twdeti the» imiÄle Mrnnen^ 
Tbough sonrdw tewl' set her staitap on 
Mation's featuveä^ yet Mrs. {<\«aEer sin'^ 
oerely rejoiced to behold the impnove« 
,inent in her; health since kst they parted; 
while <tie poor ' disMnvölate moatner) 
on the other haQd» retnarked with a sigh 
tbe e3q)fässk»i of colm oontented faappi* 
neds wh^h beamod oi| Üki fealureb of her 
friend. 

o 5 ed 
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ed to rapture» as Etnily bounded ii^ 
the room, and threw herseif into the 
arms of her motheri from which, how- 
ever, she ^as ' qfäc|dy releaspd to meet 
the fond embraxre of her father and bro- 

ther, 

If the parents of Emtly were pleased 
"with the improvethent of her 'tnanners 
and appearance^ how much were they 
delighted with her rapid advancement 
in every elegant and useftil aequirement! 
Their gratitude to lady Frazer did not 
overflow in W€»nd6, bnt Üve ailfutpreSi* 
8ure of th^ liaad^ «mft the^eye l^fe^MOlmifid 
witk teenrsr tpoke: itMtfeibrcibly tafa# 
heart, asd |)roved^a balfn io her vroiind- 
ed spirit. > 

:' '"^ifhappinesisisriiot niy portion» if I 
be doooied.toiiread thia weary pilgrim« 
age alone/' she mentaily ejacirlatod« ^' tfifff 
l extratet pleaaure irpm. tlie 'happiness 
whieh fortan^ hä» put it m lAy powev^tp 
confer on my fellow-pilgrims." . . 

Tlie liprtttight aOotC^d by >If«. Ff 4zer 
'' for 
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fyt har vißit passed rapidly away, and 
anothar month was added to it, ere she 
cmild tear bei seif from the Society of her 
friendaMl her beloved diildreti. But 
stie had other ties awaiting. her at Fairy 
Cottage, and it foecame neoessary to fix 
a day for their departure; 

At Marion^ eamest request the youth*» 
fiil Emtly Waa Etill kfl under her care;> 
and the firiends at last separated, with 
added' esteemfer each other. 
.. Bou^wiie, now become a fine tall lad^ 
was for the preaent domesticated at the 
Gottage^aS'Mr. Ferguson wished another 
yearto elapse, and that he sbould i»)^ 
prove still &rther his knowledge of the 
elassics, before commencing his attend^ 
anee cu the dasses at the university. 
Widi this view he engaged tiMr^warthy 
and leamed minister, dfGlancioa^tore«* 
oeive htm aa a pupiL. The. walk was 
siiort» and the young sdicftar t^umed^ 
each night to the.homeof his protector. . 

Tboi^ ofaatudious tiaoii loid atdent 

G 6 in^ 
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in the 'purscik o£ IcMwiedge»' hevura^ 
dMing tbe tfaolitg ofcwfciMtion» ^eilifii 
«ad «DIU of tiieimsTBety, . ' Eiriiiljr ktäd w» 
tumed to MnL* Fc^'s, socn saflbwitiie dei 
parture»o£ her paienti» ; bnt keddighted 
te tnce* tiw^'^wn of intelleet .im Kttk 
William ; while Marpt, wiüi her -Uuiüäiif 
cIiQ^i «nd Jaiighing fahek eytt, hadir- 
r^iatiUy« fixfid bifi regaiMl wkthe^ntxm^ 
meitt he t^eheld her. 

Several yetrß her seniar^ >het took M 
hi^sclg duiiag thehr froq|«en^ mmidk^f 
the offlee of her ^otector; whfle 'wSthin 
doovS) hifi igvoittest ddUght. 0(Mi9ifll6d in 
su^arintebding her leaions. The «cquir- 
ing of gvwnnaatiüal ruM .was», te . Mary, 
as it islo most chtldren, an kktatfnoeitMk; 
with<deliglit;i..therefeie^ as soonas she 
was.perfeßt ia ker leseoni was her book 
tfare^MTH »aidfl^ to fialhwiBöaveneithMi^gk 
t^e woech» ahd gMes of GleBomss, in 
searoh<ef pli»t8 totsoaopiete th^faatanieal 
coUacsÜoai iheihad bagunia <fche ;tiortk / 

On thtfir relttm.'she^woiiklWvMixater 

him 



bim' wMle iie dSümeted and aiMAgied 
tte flpdki^ «te^field ; «nd harring obc« 
ooiiq»efcdf tbe term Ae «Mte eonsideN 
adda fnag ra w kithis del^ktful «denee^ 
even {»«farv/kAr reason'had ftdly «mfeld^ 
edilMi£ With her pendl id»b sheen« 
de«momd ta imftste tbebeftuteous jatro- 
dujctions of luttmre^ und tile'comiMndai 
tikns «f Bcmrcrie praved her sw eetest 
reward. 

Liääf FiM&t liad the happy art of 
rendemig all tfa« assocäatidni crif her pu« 
pib &Toiinüble :to virtue; yet a Siteei 
pveccipt df «loralilTf nev« ^peased her 
Ups. >8be umild wiitdi with ^flKeto th« 
joykms hwtt'Of the insects, as tiieysport- 
edda>theiM(nfiyglade^ w 4he ddighted 
butterfly roving from flow» to flower^ 
in seaidi 4>f tiie^wmts they cmitahied ; 
she i^vmiid ]poiiit out to thim theinge^ 
nnity mth whieh tiie featherfed* trlbes 
constraded tfacjr nests; and Ifte tere 
wxth vAkk' ibey reatied aiid< waitcbed 
over diKur n^sffmg, tÜl M pleMiraUe 

became 
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beoana0( the .setiaationf * coiinoeUdr witk 
th^se siMiile otjjpiectB, in the miild ef h^ 
youfigtQpitt|uiaiQiw> thatias soon would 
);hey bav« voliiniiirily rasigned pJetaure^ 
and embkiided i^aini at baw pvactised 
any apemu d craelty tovratia animak; 

ClMidtjr^ in the coDUhon acc^ptatkm of 
the Word, ma^ never piaotiaMl byi hev 
lady^Mp ; but» in oider tx> impfesa on the 
Infant mind an interest in the well-being 
pf the wholei human race^ die assodated 
the ahildwn in niany little aehemes ibf 
asaiiMing theindustry and^fMoldiDg to tlie 
eamforts of those around tl^m. In tbis 
way, even before tbeir facuki^ ivera 
fuUy unfoldedy they ivere aocMtomed to 
derive happiness from thepiaotioe of the 
fiodal virtues. 

Ab they grew :up,r the dütiea axismg 
&om the complicated and cbmipted State 
öf Society were gradually unibldad to 
Uieir viiaw, She attempted bot to oon-» 
^eal tbel oiMieh phyttcaliat MiitU as moral 
eisü ex]at«d in tbe w<»H w taaoeoui^ 

for 
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iat its iexiitence on the futile plea» that 
'* partiä) evil xs universal good.^ 
' In^^nMrer to the pnzaUng questtoiis 
o£i9imcy, ftbeifiankly adcnowledged the 
limitedMfacidliies. of maiii and that, in 
leaving.the guidance of theseiiaes, and 
aitwring the region» of invisibility, the 
mind soon becomes bewildered among 

• 

ita itttmaate dnd perplexing masses« 
. 'The oonnexion supposed to suhsist 
betWeen the m^ral actione of man in 
this; lifcw and his happiness 43r misery 
aabieqiieiit to death, she eonceived hnt 
a fe^ble bar rief» vrhen opposed to tlie 
strength of human passipM. Te enlist 
ihese pa8aiot)9 on liie side of viitne, or, 
in 0tlieiiiWard8f to.generate I^ habit and 
association an enlarged sel&lo're, which 
^d8 only happiness in the i happiness of 
^bers, vras ^ sola olgeot of her tnost 
atrenuoUs endeavours. ^ 

The ihind tbus diacipUned firom im- 
ftsicy extiiaets ! pleasure e¥en fkom the 
a9lf*td»iftls vf hi^^virtue exaet%« and M»^ 

rion 
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liolt tfTMßd, with a joj^ to wblob het 
heart had kng been « MniiigWj tte faiift 
cUrwtiings of thMe-prindples wliicb, ishe 
trustedy wheii' sprang u{> «o matarity^ 
would Alike rendter her b^cMred ^upü^iti« 

perity^ andi:he bitter «hift» tdf ndtffcmityi 
In »uih deligiytful antteitmtiiMis lic^ 
Frazer fouHd a tMlm to tier woimdied 
tptviü During sir Simon'« oecaridnal 
Visits to the sonth^ he ^congtantty taiked 
of forming an establishinent in Edki^ 
borgK and was as oonstcnttly pefsuaded 
hy Mt. Ferguiton to delkt 'hi^ intention 
to a futiire period. 

In the mean time £R»ly Fraeer» after 
oompleCing her educattoHi retumed to 
her patemal home; and by her «tmiahle 
manners ' and alfeetionaite attention^ 
ioothed the sorrows of lier parents fbr 
the deprivation they aiwtained in kwing 
the sockt^ of tbeir eldettf son. 

Charles Frazer, froiii the first» dawn« 
ingiB lof reaaeti^ toekgreatdeligbt to rt»i 

or 
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or, listen to the title of bis laatennai 
grandfiither's exploita. The. seeds. <^a 
diliMdroiis ^irit tfaujB ^early implanted in 
hk ymithful and ardmt :miiul, were fosr 
taoed «Rd brougbt to .noaturity Aom the 
loeai jsituation 4»f their hafaitatraiL Sita«- 
ated nqar tbergmod »estnaiy of lioch 
!Eyne» Chailes vie wed the vasl: eaqMäse of 
watefis» Ijikie and wide« s^ith enthusiasm^ 
as he macked them oiuk for. the. «cene of 
hu.ftitaM venowR. 

CS^tam Fiager had imod iniruml r» 
tksenaeirt an. intamal B«tis&etion which 
he faad never experienced in tfae.tented 
fidid» amldst acenes of fakM^dandfeaniagei 
Though> endovyred witfa the xncMst un^ 
shrinking courage» he knew not^ .in his 
cahn moments, honpr to soeoneile to .the 
diotates of >Tea80B attd.fauBiaiiity.a piK»^ 
faision ivhich'jnecessedfy jnvi^vod a Bur^ 
resider of the ri|^ pf^nivate judgment» 
and obliged a rational being to deal out 
death and devastation aaM)lig.hts felldw- 
meOf tojgnüfy pepohanee the^umbitioo^ 

the 
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the «upidity, or the lost of power, inf the 
poteiitate he served. 

Yet he recoUected how futile tfonld 
have appeared such reasoningi apposed 
to his own youthfttl ardour, to be en- 
roiled ämong' the heroes of his couiitr3r, 
and he cea^ed to oppose the deep^ooted 
prediketion of his son &>t a naval Ufei. 
Charles was äecordingly entered amid^ 
shipman» and in a week a^r theretam 
of his sister, took leave öf Fairjr Cettagiev 
tot join the Orion frigate in Leith roads. 

During the four months that he re«* 
mained on this Station, he reeeived'the 
xnpst unremitting and fidendly atten- 
tions from the worthy family at Glei^ 
ei;oss.Cottage. 

The fvatemal regard of Charles and 
Bouverie was ardent and sinoere;and 
every moment they could spare from 
duty and study was passed in the sodety 
ofeachother. 

The cck^ntenanoe . and attention . of a 
man of Mr. Ferguaon's celebdüy proirjed 

of 
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of tbe greatest consequence to Charles 
'with hts Commander, who, tkough a 
brave aild courageous man^ and an able 
Seaman, was severe and haughty to bis 
inferior offlcers, more especially when 
they were destitute of family.conse- 
quence. 

At the hospitabk board of the worthy 
advoeate, captain Parker was alway« a 
weloome guest; and, indeed, divining 
the nature of bis cfaaraeter, |I\f r. Fergu- 
son proj^ed several^ntertainments sole^ 
ly on h» account. 

When their sailing orders arrived, be 
proceeded on board the frigiate, with 
Bouverie, to bid adieu to the young 
sailor. While the latter was listening to 
the animated anticipations of the ardent 
midsbipman, Mr. Ferguson mötioned 
Ihe captain to the state-room, and pre- 
senting bim with a handsome gold 
wateh, as a token of remembrance, he re^* 
'eommended Charles« to bis pecüliar at- 
tention^ adding«-*-** You|r drafts^uponme 

shall 
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«hall he amwerod to any «m^unt yiw 
may deAn necessarjr to mppoit rhijtiw 
a geaÜeiDMn, a»d the son- of an aRObent 
hoiM^; tkoug]h/at h»$ rearlyi^ge^ I woiilci 
B^ wlflh to ^»napt him to the piußtioe af 
mdisoriiniMte profueioii, by placiHg a 
large sum of money , in bis bands at 
onae<i" 

CapMn Parker» uader an unooHth 6X» 
toior, ^j^essed nutny^rtimaU^.q^ali- 
üßB aiid a good -beavt, diough hia vii^ 
tues ivom pinrtly obioiifed by aH^neid^ 
nate family pride. He preraed. tha band 
ci the Amte vdbont lawyer, and premi^ied 
to heooane a father to the young »idU 
abipnian-^a promkewhtch he Mkmnly 
kepti and whidi doubtlefss liod the Ibim* 
dadon o£ the futttia filme and* bigh ho^ 
naard to rwhtdi hk pupil attakied. . 

The bitteisiesB •of parting fiom bia 
fi$end and brotber once ovenctmie^ 
Charles ßo&n Meoyered im aeaiistonied 
hlimty of tempar. I» hU kkti/k ha 
IJMMd'AftfXMtt ^obeaVwith a aiole^ aiR^oeh 

ing 
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kig ttie key. It meveljr eontakied a few 
Unes from Mr. Ferg%nöii> ^gg^g ^ 
aeoeptonee of some necessarie», ^hMi he 
conceived would be fbund usefül o& the 
West India Station, wbither they were 
bound. 

' On op^ing this ui^expected present» 
hefoundit contained, besides an addi^ 
tional-uffi^mi, afiA i^htt append^ges of 
dress, a smaU bat TaluaUe coll^ctioii of 
pMrfessional books, as well as so^e li^t« 
er works^ m«ps,>and philo^opliieal in- 
slFiiiiieiits. In «one corner lay-apinfSe» 
with fifty guineas, and a slip of paper» 
on whioh was written*^* fo Charles 
Fräser» frdoi bis itiother^s fHend». Markm- 
Piaeer,*'« ■ .-.,,. 

' Tbis^^moiple tribate^f affectiofl tötbe 
tiaother be adc»>ed> drew teaüs ^ Acta tbe 
e^ of Charles, and> he meiM^fy Wtved 
tQ rmdet himself w<irthy bf su^ imex* 
ampied kmdness. : » 

The boat went ashore for tbef last 
tim^,^ and wttib it the yoang i^diMpiMRi* 

transmitted 
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transmitted the adieus of his fbÜ beait 
to the parents he almo^t worshipped, and 
the fiiends who had entwined them« 
sdves around his grateful heart. 

In a few hours the sails were unfurled, 
and the young sailor bade farewell for- 
many a long year to Scoti&'s beloved 
shores. 

About tiiis period lord William Fra- 
aer retumed from the Continent. H^ 
was completely disappointed in the hope 
i2vbich had indüeed him to adopt the ha^ 
zardous expedient of seeking the Britisk 

anny. 

The ^thful servant of his wn had 
fUlea fighting by theside of his master;* 
and not one of the ofBcers of bis r^*. 
men^ knew the source of bis'metencboiy, 
though all had observed, that during thQ - 
few last nfionths of their stay in Britain» 
he WH» fiftrangely altered from thefaappy 
joyous youth they had first known Mm^ 

Aßiet reaching the seat of war, be^hftd, 
how^v^f»' they iigre^jf reaoy^rj^ in 4: 

great 
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greal; ineasure his tfanquillityv tiiwgh- 
still occasionally sad and pemive^ 

On the moming of the fatal- day in 
tvhieh he feil, he gave in Charge to the. 
reyerend Mr. Maitland, the chaplain of 
thar regiment, a packet^ addressed to 
Miss Fmzer« of Castle Frazer, &q. with 
injunctions to transmit it to Scotland» 
stiould it be his &te not to survive the 
expected encounter. A letter to bis fa^ 
ther was also entrusted to the reyerend 
gentleman ; and by. him they were both 
transmitted by the same cony^yance ta 
Britain. The last, howeyer, only reaeh- 
ed the place of its destination, attd poor 
Charles's secret perished with hxoi. 

Loird William met bis niece witii feel^ 
ings of the sincerest admiratimi and at« 
tai^hmwt He inwardly lanlecbtedf hefe 
hard &te in being united tp hk unwor-^ 
Hiy nepbew ; and respectingtl^deliea«^ 
which restrained her from uttjeimg a 
eoiQiplalnt» be resolyc^d to reherisb and 
Protect hex. and tli^* ii^nt WIUimd» aü 

the 
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«he las« Felicd whioh fftte had- left of his 
former happiness. 

' MiituBl vra» tlie pleasure of her lady- 
fifcip und Mf. M<Jregor on meeting arfter 
inidi a toiig albsenc^; and äs time'had 
9oftfned her sorrow fot t>]fe loss of the 
atxnabte friend of her yonth; she took a 
xxummfitl satiafaction in lii^teniing tö her 
veverend peeeptor, i^o was neveri^eary 
ef recbunting the vittwes of his former 
puptl, the gentte Hden^ 

'Y^sm roUed away, ai>d still^ ibund' la^ 
iff Fitieer an mmate of Glencross Cdt- 
tage; whfte her unwdrtfty partner oon« 
tbiued^imniersed in the grossest vices at 
his Castle in the north, WiUiam had 
ncn^ taken the « placb of Bou veriei asfhe 
pupü of the paetor of Gtemcwws, tvWle 
the ktter had been removed to' t^e lini« 
yersit^r; where; wii;h' inde^tigaMe* zeal^ 
he laböured to become worthy of' tlie 
fibemlrpaitroiiage he i^xperieneaSi 

hmy0m\ het pMteeMr huA nKrref mbda 

a mystery 
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a mystery of the way in wbich she 
was first introduoed to his notice; so 
that being aecustomed ftom the earliest 
dawn of reodlection to the idea of her 
deserted State, she regarded Mr. Fergu- 
son with a kind of boly enthusiasni, as 
•supplying to her all the endearing rela- 
tions of kindred. 

For' hdy Frazer she ako feit the 
wärmest attachment; ere reason had 
fuUy unfolded itself/often would she 
leave her childish sp<^ts,and essayerery 
little endearment to win her from the 
sorrow which too often douded her brow. 
In shoct, Glencross was the whde world 
to the sweet Infant; nor had a care ever 
intruded into her innocent bosom» tili 
the removal of Bouverie to the univer- 
^ity deprired her of the ccnnpanion of 
her ^rts and the assodate of her stu«- 



Restless and iinhappy, Mary wander- 

ed Ustless and dejec^ amidst those 

aoenesthrougb whicb she had oioiy^ few 

. yol.il h days 



ljt»y^ l)f|%e bouD^^d iirith th« j^ifow I«- 
larity 19^ y-^wt^ w4 in^h- Mamm* 

slie dreaded that, unlt^i^w« ti> tl^^B» 
^Jv% they icl^nishpd for «wU cüfebf r a 

cäQmj$he«i)t«Qt^A9d"r>'^YQttB9^1«li9hJ* 
filtiQ QQQtwMHl, '* at tho nptJAiio^ «ohfclU 

ed vrith the idea that their present IM»- 

4«ktft 89. «ütM^iMiüi. tl»t inuiy jttnp Ui» 

. ttiat 



tefy j9£Mßpj^k fairtb pRQurfrliii obstaide to 
Imt «fbrntsiottriiito^yatir ibni3)ri.A9t they 

.wfote M|[& Fisaaeir ih ntami»; ^iet their 
4rfS9ctiiM*4aktf afrÖ^OMne.' iThtfik bet- 
ter ß£ ICälwlta apd ytmr'GmaA tiian to 
Alf pdsä tb&t tiie ^üAj miafortMnes of Ifae 
flireetf ^li. in belog deiufcedlby; the^au- 
tluHB ijfi her bekigv could le^^ heEv less 
aoceptable to us a^^a^ichiughterc^ 

This doubt removed from the mind of 
lady Fr^er, she iu> langer resj:rained the 
intercourse of her young favourites, ei- 
ttler iritdvwtt orcounl^, eistc^Hn styÄr 
88 <he$^ ^ff^reüt ' stodles ke^ tliem 
^arti ' ' 

As she häd foreseen, eaeSf i^vdving 
vacaCi€»l, pass^d ben^tttfartbe-n^tie sliades 
of G<eiM»osd, öpew stDl -döser the ti^s 
wMcb üiiitedL tfae yeutbM pftir. - 
> WQtli' linftigheff ffi^gH« iMd^^ 
explore#te^ii6lfeftä^tie dcMi^^^itltfuI^ 

H 8 delineated 
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deltneateä V|r iheirfitvourite poet« Often 

'ivoutd^thef Ihiger liear tiie pietutesque 

'^ at ihehead afOienetcm Krater; «tili 

denotninated **Habhif^8 How^ot^ seat- 

ed beileatti: the birch^trees, oh theitiar- 

gin'<iPibe»tMaiiii^ listen tp' tke ^ jfn;;^ 

dm*" öf the waitorfall. At othevsthey 

woald traverse the *^flotdryuho^am^ be^ 

'tween ttvd verdant branf^ and in idea 

-listen to/tHe defence of thie love by the 

< yduthfui Peggf « Soooiedmes» reclisiiig 

on the ^öwany : sukratd. 



\ i 



'< Bdoeath the south sida of a craigy bield, 
' Whare crystat Springs the halesome wateri yield,^ 

^ W9ul4 th^. p^ng^^ th0ir vc^c^ in pbaRt- 
Ji^ the **:Waukiiig.o' the, Fauler or 

some of the other populär airs of t;h^ 
. hgtiye 8pQil;iftn4.> 

I,|B>jB«wd i^ ,w* otlier'ft flopiety^ ö 
, tjhought of . fiUurity nßvef: ent^red . their 

minds ;.)jO;thßBx ^aeji' dfty teeine4 with 

i . . i, The 
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Tfae meetmg of .thef Coilrt lof . SfissioDi 
was tfae mandate foc Mr. FerguM>R's re»* 
moval with fais young friend to £din- 
bui^b; bat as tlie aiitumii-WM imooiQ«' 
moiüy fine» hdy Frazer idid notpiupose 
joining Hbem for a few weeks« 

Msaj^n spirit sunk an thedq^artuie of: 
her young companion; the woods md 
stoeams wpund theCdt4;i^ remaiiiedthe 
same^ bot in hec^yes tliey.were aborii 
oihsütih^ beauties^ 

Marion observed the listlessneäs of her 
fiivourite, and took care to ragage h^r in 
ecmstant oocupation, tbough her owa 
sptrits feit the wimt of her bvdtbeff's 
cheerfiil aodety« > J . 

A week dragged heavily Bimiy 'witkt 
the fair fidends; and Sunday at last 
eame, tdiiieh was t6 them a ß&y of ju- 
bilee, as the g^tiemen usua&y Hode obt^ 
to dinner. After break&st^ lady Fraaser, 
wilb her youthful eompanid^n hafigifig 
on iser.'anDy best biet feteps* in th« 4um^ 

h3 tion 



tit>n'<0PBiitobQi^lij In («he kspf ai iSäs- 

Aftef ■ JutfeBAdxtug >tiie hoOMt^ on 
iwfe^^«CV>MMg8MMK)d|th^ tufhied ji^ 
ä-pUutütida tf'fin «IHrtffigf Ü»: jreääat 
road, in otdfef tv^shiäfier ÜiktimiteB 6am 

I ■ 

his uncle approach* ''She<kiMMbg of 

lAife itb^aüent ^byi anfl hd spnitigrtD e 
gä^in ftie IbtiM to wäteätbeirtqp^^Qor- 
sM^i Jüm Mihi ftetuitiGd t6- liib>iiiilClKi' 
with disappointment porthijpsed icät hA 
ööümenwö^. wiyiilg' it was oäjr-stAn. 

LM]^ ^fVazer >sünkr itearly !fiuihti 

nlMMTi htMr, »i^!«m bartübly iofbrifaed 
Ibei^ AfiHt thb Btraiigehi'iter& »coAev 
AttK 'iif fiKmÄn laid Ida ste?di\t; AtMvi^ 

^ n > dering 



cteing m&sstHSKm of boiMr hi^ ^Izied het 
as this conviction reached her mitid ; but 
taaking un c^rtto Gottqäbt thid momeh- 
tirf weäkn^itt^ sYie phcnsd heür ^rm müm 
that of Iftany^ and contiimed to pursue 
her wiküi» mth the ^eftv" of äcqulritig 
cdtn^orar^ to me^t t^ mfcn Who tit ßi> 

etä Inmr fthe hdt {XHkstituted Ibe al'bit&r 
of h« feto. 

iAt hk {>re«^H!)fe iRTM he^ greateat suj^ 
pöirt «lidel: evefy tiiöl. In this hope she ' 
vtM ^ot dkappointed^ for on l^acbinga 
sdte at the ^i^tremity of the plhtiltätlo!)^ 
tfcfe jöyftil excbriiÄlitth crf William Wä* 
fifiow^ by th^ aj^peiäi^nte of bis uhcle 
bim«el£ 

' TAt. l^^rgutöti Mid Mi youtig cothpa- 
t&om leapfe fk'öm their höi«ei^^ whii^h tbey 
sent fomard by the sertaiit^ änd joined 
the llMlies in th« Xvdod. Marion took 
the arm ^f h^f biroftberi ^ d^diKng the 
young Mks to tiiliüfi&th6Di»dve(S«s long 

H 4 as 
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as they pleased, took the path leading td 
thehouse. . . 

With c^nsiderable perturbation she 
informed him, that sir Simon had passed 
a few minutes befor^. She had said 
enough; the lawyer understood hev 
feelings, and pressmg her hand^ aaid, in 
a cheerful voice — ** But he tarnst not rob 
me of my sister ; your health is too de- 
licate to encounter a northetl^ winter.** 

Reassured by his kindne^s, lady Fr^ 
zer prepared to appear befpre her hus- 
band. As they came in sight of the 
house, the baronet approached to meet 
them; she.extended the band of wel- 
coinßf which he convulsively pressed to 
his Ups; and relinquishing it, tumed 
hastily round^ and shook Mr. Ferguson, 
by the band. The flush of health had 
disappeared from his countenanee; his 
eyes were sank and hiaggard, and there 
was a restlessness in his manners which 
indicated that his mind was not at peaoe» 

A sentiment of pity, mingled with the 

oontempt 
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ccmteai}it whidi Mr iPei^soh ftl^ays* 
feit towards the faaronet» häd somewhat 
aoftened the uhbcnodmg dignity with 
which he usually received him. ;Xe0d- 
ing the Way io the padoui^, lie inqtüred 
after bis ' healtfa, to which the oth^f re^ 
plied, tbat for the last few montbcrhe 
had beeH far frotn well; thät'>he be«^ 
lieved his tnode of life» &r somfe Üm'B 
past, had proved mjurious tö his conrti-» 
^^ tution ; for tfaat since Castle Frtoer had 
lost its diief attraction^ howing gallailtly 
to Marion» he had literally pursüj^ the 
occupation of a hiinter and fisher; '* To 
Iure baek my fair truant»'* he continned, 
'^ and intfoduce mj hoy to bis cknsmen, 
Isthe pqrpcn't of my.pres^it visit; and 
I tnist lady Frazer now finds her healtb 
sufficieiitiy confirmed to ünd^take the 
joumfey;* 

Marion'is agitation prevented her trust- 

Ißg hfiit voice to reply; she thei^re 

merely bowed her assedt ; and, he^^rp^g 

the voioes of the merry;gr<Hip.i$^tiiout, 

. ' H 5 instantly 
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»Tl 



htäA, Mttiaihedyüi a «tupto «f; mii|t6t4i»r, 

iyitmi:laA sHls «oiytoiAp)fiile«l tbe |i^ 
(^ when ske vnMkId be^winffeUM/^ 
rfetlnq«ik(fe thfe ^mte^tä^hoE3mvihxt>thm 

hÄa «^tsb TOfifuj: idisembre )^'« r, bot 

tlie t^ka iiii^ Uten M aorig.delfi|(6(i:|[hii| 

M last it^iföutiA her ünpiiepäred^ : . : ^ 

' Büt'«omM(hibg mdst be^re6oLw4<Wt 

kg^ a lifi^ 'dT trt%tehednd66,. er ififldtik^t 
hifjrm^ ^ardiftiiflhif» offtLi fiMfcfn Qf 

of the former, and immediateljf. piso^ 
t«e«d«d )h4^iffOk o< her jrbvDg.ftbati. 

>v»9Mr^o^ ttid liiijgerii^; stqM^dhe feeHM^ 

HtMdttiie^3^«)rl|9Uri> . " '1 : n - 

V ir **Iper-» 
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^ I ptrfestly «gifee With sir Simon»'' 
Said her farother, ab he (daeed Marion be^ 
ttraöri tiierti on a mfa, '' thot WUlianv 
ought «ti be ifitrocjueed tt>. fais clanisinffni 
before"^ liOwland heiAts and mannera 
bMofaEie aö ooAfihnedi tbat tbe home of 
hia ancestors' Tvill appear to liim like a 
£»reigix Imui Büt öf tbat there 1$^ I be- 
lieve^ litde dread fw sptne time to eptxke; 
at my rate, the life of bis idc^thelr ia too 
yakraUe to ua aE to be eAdangeicd for 
aanäi a ^biasMm. I have tberefore atipu<> 
lated ibr dttlafjr,. tili aiJfily sud sibal) 
ksve tha^Vidi tbe^fiozen fopa of the High- 
hhd Rmmtamsi kat yoiir delieate frame 
ahouM aufier ftom too abrUpt a changa 
efdiknaftfe^ 

\NeveF did tbe enmmai aboüt to be led 
to e»«l&>n. bau a lepriäve with moFe 
dimre jofr tbän did (2^ diaeotiaolate bu 
dj Fneer ■ bksa tbe timely inteifereii^e 
toaaffffifacr.fitrtnatbondage worse than 
dMik . Bot Aoit waa Her r^joidn^ foc 
Ol turaiiig bcir fyet on. tliie^ aUj»e^ fea* 
, 1 ' h6 . turea: 
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tures of her husband» she beeaine eon- 
vinoed that it was her duty to soften, by 
lierpresenoe and attention, his evident 
sufibrings. To know and to präctise w* 
tue, was one and the same tbing in tfae 
well-regulated mind of her ladifship; 
turning, therefore, to her brother, she 
thanked him for this fresh proof of his 
tendemess, adding-—'^ But while sir Si* 
mon's health remains in a precarkms 
State, I should justly be aocused of sd^ 
ishness, were I to 4ecline attending hba- 
ftom any fancied injury to m^jraelf«'' 

'^ Angel !" murmured the baroneti n^ 
he again seized her band, and pressed it 
with a convulsive grasp. 

At this moment Mr. Fergusen tbrew 
open the door, and admitted the joyous 
group they left in the wood*^ Botfrerie 
and Mary had made a king^scuähim vritk 
their hands, on which William w$s .en^ 
throhed, with an arm throwa oiner the 
neck ofeachtff his suppovtera' 'Delight 
was strongly pictured on the 6^g» of all^ 

the 
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tiiethwei exerdse Uad imparted a gldw 
tq their compfexions, and joy sparkled 
in their eyes and animated their fea« 
tures. 

Sir Simon started up to einbraoe his 
boy, but suddenly recoiled» and leoning 
his forehead on the maütieplece; uttered 
a suppressed groan. 

The expression of his oountenance/ 
and the agitation he evinoed, escaped 
Marion, who wa$ intentiy viewing the- 
happy group befbre her; but Mr. Fbr* 
guson marked it ^wfth feelings rery un- 
fitv^urable tb her husband. Thesäme 
baneful ^ance he had öfteh before ob- 
served him dard at the iiinocent Mary, 
and the attempt made to wrest the love- 
ly child ftom his protection, which he 
was fiilly eonviiieed originated in the ma- 
diination» of the bäronet, fbrdbly recur-: 
red lo his mind, and it required idl his 
al&ction to his sdster tb sitppress the ex^ 
preasBom of iiidignation that hovered on 
his lips. 

Lady 



VS61 THB movSdAiim OMTun 

LmAf .Fmnat tbok Witttwiow het 
alin% and yresmted Jbiftt to hitfaAhäfr-^. 
^ . You onlnbt now oalL hiin «» pmiiyf bOy^" 
she Said, with a sweet bat moumfui 
snifla ^ WäMami injr lov^i :Wi^otfttie 
ptpe to 01aBcim&" . i 

Tke Bweet miow. flew mto hib artnt» 
which opened to receive hila;-|peiluqp8 
it TfHB the bttt«rest menient of . hk life. 
Conieience wfaitpered thok he wäM w/t^. 
wdrthx of aocfaa ^wife «id mclt a mm. 

S>in«ie next daimad hift notife^ and 
BxxxiaoAj inquired fifter the bdtknred hi<* 
hebitants of ¥mj Gottage; kut the: 
bhiBbiDg and dtsconderted Maty Ahrtink' 
fixmi his regaid^ and imtmetivelj* s6ugi^ 
protection by the aide of her baie&ctcxr^ 

With ihe exeeptioii of' thetitoiboya , % 
oertain degree ef restraint penradMb the 
rest of the party. Mr. .Feirguion aatir^ 
and plfied.ae. itiUggles of hiri alster^ 
and agaia revevtedto w fihnati'a .w»h,; 
that ehe and WilHaiiii ahouUieoonpanjr 
him back to the north.. 

He 
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tAalA, infittedhariobnMr^ (Jb^ffigDurrf 
ef • HigiUsod mAtdv ihe>dlstaiiQe from 
medical advice, and the unpossibäitgr äf 
tddfag eM^näse.in a csarringi^ tis lieaMbis 
M dfiferriikg. ivfer t^tinti htme titt sttm* 
Boer. üf ihr fiitaon Haqaiicd a niirsc^ htf 
wMilfl tikewne, lle ^ontinüedi tafuhrfe a 
pbjrmian^ and ^iroiild tfaerdbn^ propciM 
tiiat tte baronet jsfaould» lor a fteäMi» 
rcfiiiqiiiidi tiie puiäuiteof bunting aAd 
fishing. lo. domestioMe hknadf al/ GiSn^ 
QBkeä Coltii^e.^'' As.to ^roiiiiyoykig iür," 
he «flint paMkigt WUtiaan V ras:f ehmk^ 
'"ilkeirig q^ikdfor aHt^Iraäer^iii itfew 
3r«ar9 3roü witt bifire afejgreatia «tok* in 
the south as in the north, andmay.tbere^ 
fore choose between the smiling Valleys 
of Mid-Lothian and the Alpine scenery 
of your birthplace. 

The bait succeeded; compuncticm^ 
parental pride, and every other feeling, 
were swallowed up in theloveof wealth ; 
and had the future happusess of his son 

depended 
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depended on hisremoval^hewouldhave 
been suffeteA to remain, tot the distant 
pros{)ect of beoDming heir to tte posses- 
sions of bis unde. 

On tiie foUowing morniiig the whole 
party prooeeded to Edinburgh ; and the 
baronet, weaiy of the elegant and en- 
lightened sodety wfaidi frequented Mr. 
Ferguson^s mandon, sought in thehaunts 
of dissipation and profligacy an oblivion 
of the diBmal forebodings vnih which bis 
mind was unoeasingly tormented. 

At the (nd of a fortnight he suddenly 
departed for the north, to thegreat relief 
of Mary, who feit an uneasiness in bis 
presence for whioh she could npt ac^ 
cöunt 



• / 
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CHAPtER VII. 

Bat summdr months bring wilding BhooiSi * 
From bud to bloom^ froin bloom to fimil ; 
And years drnw od our luiroan span^ 
From cbild to boj^i from boy to man. Scott. 

The tranquillity which sir SimcHi's un^ 
expected viint had interrupted bemg 
again restored, lady Frazer once more 
sought to forget her mis&rtunes in con* 
tributing to the happiness of her incom* 
parable brother, and the improvement of 
her young companions. 

Bouverie, just rising into mauhood, 
displayed all those bodily and mental 
perfections of which his early youth 
gave so fair a promise ; while each day 
added to the fasdnations of the blpoming 
Mary. 

The nature of their attachment be. 

came 



came more and more evident to their 
benevolent protectors ; but as with them, 
et least, " the course of true love ran 
smoot V nq noti« whflte vcr ivas taken 
of the discovery. 

Bouverie's momings were speht in 
study» while Mary, under tbe snperin- 
tendence of Mrs. Pogo,was still pursuing 
her education. These short absences 
gave added zest to the pleasure they ex- 
perieneedi "wh«!, itt the ev*ülng, thty 
flgmi tnät hl the dbin^tlc ^lätdie. 

Ai the time approaehed ^Hnm mt 8fc 
motk #aft expeeted to xiaJoA iAi lö^*d 
ptc/txAst 6f retüming to the thtth, «he 
health mä spirits of this iU^ffeted vromah 
gradually began to deeline Oftto; as 
ehe fi*ed her eye^ on the yöuthfnl Vtil-^ 
Ikm» happy ag health atnd intioüence 
ooold tnßkk him, the fiilent te&t wotild 
ßteal down her ivah cheek^ ahd tihe WOüki 
üy to the^oUtudeOf lier dresttlng-Pöom/ 
to indulge in that grief which sbd l^ 
tMknß: in the preMnce df hei: ttf o^fer. 

It 
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It wai t!oüv< Üisit ^i virtueß .of, Mary 
«^Kliiefiirtblvltfeaddttioiitil:]^ Fw- 

€psaiiiif #6üM this amitUe child remt 
ti» »UxätJiiitoS'of hier XQiktbfol4HeB4«f. 
to joüx them in wme littl^ .soheib« of 
XileaMim m öfdar.to diear thc'^i^Hrite of 
her liienefiiiMi'ess. Eyeti Bduveiie beg* 
ged kl Täid Whien die thought.hw pre- 
senee W0uld b^ailei fi)if n^tiin;^ iaidy Fra^ 
ZOT of ker BönMiivrs* . « . . », 

Oae evcning that; sb9 bad 4^oed 
ginng iodth^ Üiacrtrt^ beettus^ ^b0 lo^ew 
Mr. Fe^guficrh was efhgaged'to dine 
aWoflid 4rith a paHjr of pr^^fiassional 
fiäendc, ihe was äeated jii; tbe dftiwipg* 
room with Spu verie and her - ladysbip^ 
wiken a äei'vmt aimöuQmd.tlid Mverend 
Mr.-Giat. -. . • 

' A heatiß i^otr /lip^^ tbe ndieelss i^ 
MbHoh^ -whicli 'the oeKt tooinetit v/m 
ßucceeded by a dtedlypidra^d; bui r€- 
0ov6iA])^ her delc&pcmseman» ahe extend- 
ed te^ird» Uiti. the haol of TT^leaiae» 
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Mr; Ölen saw atid pitied her feelings» 
He Immedlately presented her a letter 
from sir Simon Frazer, of whieh he had 
been the bearer, as also a packet fiom her 
ftiends at Fairy Cottage. ' 

Her liKiyship requested Mary to order 
tea» and apologizing to Mr. den, retired 
to peraae her letters. That fiom h« 
husbatkd informed her, that, anxioas as 
he was to see lier remstatted in Fra2str 
Castle, fae müst delay that happiness for 
some'time longer, sinee a fire having 
oonsumed port of that edifice, it would 
be an improper Imbitation for her lady« 
ship tmtil it had undergone the neoes- 
sary repairs. 

A weigfat seemed remov«d from the 
Bfeart of Marion at the intelligenoe con- 
tained in this lel^ter, iemd «he retumed to 
Hie pArlour with something like the elas-' 
tic st^ of her happy days« 

The iittdligence from Fairy €ottage 
was also of a pleasing natufe. Charles 

. had 
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Imd distinguished himself by a coolpess 
and bnnrery bey<ond bis yearß in several 
actions while on the Jamaica Station. 



" On our retum home/* wrote 

captain Parker to the delighted parents» 

^' we feU in with an enemy's firigate^ to 

. wbich we gare cbase ;. and soon ooming 

: up with her» a warm: ons^ ensued. Du« 

• ring the heat o£ the action, ; my youQg 

• midshipman observed them throw the 
. dispatches whvdi they carried o^jerho^, 
' and instantly springing after them^ was 

so fortunate as to reach in sa&ty with 
; bis prise the boat I caused/to be lower- 
. ed on pereeiving his danger. 

^^ With a view to his reaping the re- 
ward of this val<Drous enterprise, I hate 
senthim homewith tbß dispatcbos to 
\the Admirally» and trust, tbat sß the 

• period of his novidate as a. ipidsbipman 
! i» nov nearly ^cpire4 you waU.bayp the 
s hai^iness of weUomng yo^r aw u a 

lieutenant ; 



/ 



11(6 frtns wLmoAtm 4iAmik. 

üaiiteiiaRt; at Icarttsveh d^nBU.betAb 
ease, i# cur goireraiii6ii.t wisiMS tb» cb- 
couriEtge tiwt spsit «0 dariiig' whidi. im 
hitherto rendered our navy the boast of 
Britons and the terror of their enemies." 



In tm Abjs after the receipt o£ tfais 
plieket^Chflnrles-aiiiwdatBddobargii on 
hk way^ to tbe notÜK He had been 
€Mfytdi)(fented by ika hrd% cf 4be^. 
mtnä^ im iiia aebie«»iiient^ eqd, afisr 
uit^tei^gtfiiig tiie neoetfsajry eKamüuifcxeiu, 
fvftb'Hk^gwatest ejsedit ta. iMMctf; was 
pre6eö<>elli ^miltb a MeuteMnCsr oemmu- 
dkm. 8lx WMk^ letfve of AibMnOT «ras 
likewise gpmjtfd toi iopi^ aad« be« Ikad 
liastenMl^ cm t\» winga eß aftodon to 
cMfbiicehSsrraveredpwnCs; .. 

9he^MgBiteiiavmg Struck aftev^ha vt- 
^äiii«d >>the vessel, tb^ pmae^noney 

ei ta^^ers^ k< Andi^iig|ltta Moawei 

^ ttfttttM'MsIltfe «n 1hd<W«iit l^pcUa 

Station, 
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ätatum» hft enftfMiivcml Mr. Fei^gumi to 
tdair,>anfl ealmated faim to difipcMSß of it 
toike liesft adTOiitepo» as a «fsulit picm* 
ß^n for hit ^isfcfii»; 

Thegiawrdius pondi tfaent procsedcd 
to Faby Cqittage wkii tibe greaiest ex« 
pediikion^vheiie he ms received with 
«captuse bj ki^affeetkoiate pare^ta 

In the me^n time Mr. Oten had so» 
licited: anä /ofabaiBfid 9 private intervieiiir 
wiäi Mar« Eerguaen. He had anderta- 
1^ tihe joumey al. .tbe eamesfc uequeat 
of Mrs. Frazer» wba m» «ixkma that 
the'degrading'JB^hUs and puränito of sir 
Simon mi^t. .be> fully explainedto tlie 
isMirthy' adiaaaatey in x)rdcr that he jnight 
adqpt Midi aeasuves as would» if pos- 
mbh^ for« esfet fiee his. sisler fopm Übe 
thoraUom of an. aioHWiation wMta beuig 
ao dqpirayed« 

Besidea the ludbi|s of jqAoouintioii, ki 
which he now indulged nitlumt n* 
«taratiat, he had^iadMi hat ia Ediiibiirgh, 
beenidetplf aoiittpii witb ttu^ii^amaof 

a female 
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t 

a female singet trho hdd a subordinate 
engagement in the tbeatre. His hasty 
and unexpected dquirture^ for the north 
was now fuUy accounted ibr^ as it ap« 

.'peared from Mr. Glen thst this lady had 
been thä companion of hü joumey. 

i To a handsome persmt, and not un- 
pleasnig oountenahce, she joined the 

-möst artful and designing manners, and 

' had so completely ensnared the baronet 
in her teils, that he had» in defiance of 
common decency, installed her in Frazer 

: Castle as dts mistress. . . 

*^ ViThile thd infatuätiOn continues, he 
urill doubtfess avoid all intercburse with 
his deserted vnSb^^ continued the divine ; 

-^ but süll the firieads of the amiable la- 

' dy Frazer giieve to veflect that a wretch» 

, aünk belonr the digniiy rof the human 
species, should possess the power of far- 
th^ mi^sting the peaoi of this admir- 

. able wobian.'* v ' ' 

Hr..F«rguaon ttstened l^th Strang 

4md mtjfveimUBmdS^^ tß Ihe tafe 

Ol 
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of sir Sixnon's crimes. The laws of Scot- 
iand, he well knew, would afTord redress 
to his sister^s wrongs, or his own ready 
arm might prove her avenger. But he 
also knew that her very existence was 
wrapped iip in her affection for himself 
and her beloved William. 

In applying for a dissolution of her ill- 
fated Union, sir Simon had a father's 
right to daim the güardianship of his 
son while he continued a minor ; and 
no personal consideration, he was aware, 
would induce Marion to risk the most 
remote chance of her darling boy being 
torn from her arms. 

Should he^ on the contrary, seek ho- 
nourable redress, • he might fall by the 
hand of her husband, or deprive that 
husband of existence; and in either case 
it would inflict a mortal blow on the 
already-lacerated heart of his sister. 

Mr. Ferguson, afler weighing a sub- 
ject on all sides» was. prompt in bis re- 

VOL. II. I solves. 



170 Tfii& HIOHLAND QASTLB; 

solves. Leavitig Mr. Glen an iomale of 
bis hovLse, he set off for tbe noijth the 
foUowing moming by daybreak» acGonn* 
panied by bis faithful servant» John 
!3rown, and a^ soHckor in whom he could 
confide. 

In the shortest possible time. bb aß* 
rived at Frazer Castlei and unannoimeed 
attdunexpected» appeared in, the presenoe 
of .his brother-in*law. His blood boiled 
on behol^ing Mrs. Dear ooc^py his sis* 
ter's place at the dinner-table; but^ chede« 
lAg his rising indi^ation, he requested 
the erest-fallen baronet tö grant hint'a few 
minutes' audience. 

The lady kept her seat with the.nibst 
unblushing effrontery, in spite of a be-^ 
seeehingglaneeirom Av SimoA, thatshe 
would withdra w. 

Mr. Fecgusoni hciwevtrp Mt ho deli-^ 
cacy towftkds such;a woman, and, with- 
out giving Fraäoer time to reoover.his 
soatt^red. thoughts^ procteded to infdrm 

bim 



\T^ 
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him tnat tne purport of hiä visit was to 
arräng^ a pertnÄnerit s^jlafation between 
Mm änä tady Frtzer. 

^ With yoüt presei« ftelings,'* the ad- 
vöCa«6 CörittÄüed, thrö^i^g a'look of 
contempt toWlntis his feir compartion, ** 1 
cäW äüiticij^te hö objecfitins, so fer as my 
siöier is döhfcemea. Nelther can I siip- 
poge you so löst to every honourable 
feding asr to wish your söiy^ the heir of 
an ancient house, to becoihe aii inmatö 
bieneäth yöür rck)f under piresent circum- 
stahces. Agreö; then, to place y oür vnf6 
ancT boy undet- the joifit guardianship of 
yout* iihcle aftd öiyself, uritil th^ latter 
attaxn the age of tWent!y-ön6. I have al- 
reiäf iiiade ä ptovislon för defmying the 
wfiölö expÄüce of hi^ erfucätiöti arid eS- 
tabli^metüt in lile; hö shall not be 
taugbt tö despise his^ father; and shoiild 
the mist of passion, which now obseures 
yt>ur reasdn, be dissipäted by advancing 
yeai's, I trüst yöü niay find in your son 
the cotfifortet of yöur old age.*' 

12 Sir 



i 
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Sir Simon hesitated, but the fascina- 
tions of Mrs. Dear, and the dread of dis- 
obliging Mr. Ferguson and his unde, 
and thus diverting their wealth into dif- 
ferent Channels, at length prevailed, and 
he gave a half-reluctant consent. 

The solicitor produced the deed, which 
was signed by the baronet, ^nd properly 
witnessed, after which the two gentlemen 

« 

bade adieu to the Castle, and pursued 
their way to Fairy Cottage. 

For some time after their departure, 
sir Simon remained in a sort of waking 
dream. The treasures which he slighted 
and neglected, while in bis possession, 
now that he had deprived him^elf of 
them by bis own act, acquired an addi- 
tional value in bis eyes. But the mere- 
tricious blandishments of his companion, 
ar)d copious libations of claret, soon chas- 
ed away reflection. 

At the Cottage they met a heartfelt 
welcome. Dinner was over some hours 
before their arrival ; but the hospitable 

board' 
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board was qukkly spread with the best 
cheer the faouse could afford. 

The night was wearing on apace, and 
captain Frazer absolutely interdicted the 
departure of the travellers. The Cottage 
was small^ but the young sailor cut shört 
the difficulty, by relinquishing bis bed 
to the soüdtor, and finding a birth for 
himself in one of the sofas in the par- 
lour. 

After that gentleman and the young 
folks retired for the night, Mr. Ferguson 
eommunicated to bis friends the arrange- 
ment he had made with the baronet, and 
which afibrdßd them the greatest satis- 
faction. * • 

All delicacy was now at an end, and 
eaptidn Frazer related so many circum- 
stances, highly disgraceful to bis relative, 
that had lately come . to bis knowledge, 
that the worthy advocate rejoiced more 
than ever that he had rescued his. sister 
and her boy from the power of so de- 
praved a villain. 

I3 The 
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The next moming Mt. Fergu^cm hß4^ 
adieu to his friends ßt the Cottage^ ^f)^ 
having prevaUed on Mu. Frafser to cpn- 
sent that iEixüly should aceompany the 
lieuteDcgit to Edinburgh, on his retum 
to London, and ^remain with his «ister 
during the remainder of the winter. 

The joumey southward was performed 
in as Short a period as that to the north ; 
but the he^ of the advocate was lighten- 
ed of a heavy load. Hisbenevolent ooun- 
tenance beamed with a joy to which it 
had long been a stranger, as he press^ 
his sister in his arm^ «od kisscid the 
blooxning cheek of WiUiaQi. 

When left alone with Jpdy Fra^i^, he 
communieated to her that he had m^de 
a flying visit to Frazer Castle, and Ukesi 
Fajiy Cottage in his prq^ess homeward. 

'^ I have prociured for you the pWsuie 
of a Visit from Emily Frazer, who is to 
aceQmpa9y her brother as £ar as £4»)- 
burgh, on his retum to London ; and I 
have procured for myself the still gregter 

pleasure 
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|)kBSiife of retsüning my sister and her 
boy «Htil Iie reaches tfae years of ma« 
turity. 

The quivering Up and paHid «wnfe. 
liance of Marion eonvineed her brotber 
how deeply die was agltated ; and wish* 
ing to oalm all her fears, and get rid of 
tiieodious subject for ever^ he eontinued 
-— ** Castle Frazer is no fit residence for 
Hiy gentle sister; I must therefore request 
j(m to dismiss it in future from yoiir 
thoughts. Sir Simon fa»3 oonstituted 
inyself and lord William Frazer Joint 
gttardia»)s of you and bis son, andl have 
tiie \ranity to think/' he eontinued, wiüi 
a «mile, ** thttt we are well qualified to 
execute the task." 

So saying, he pressed the band of her 
'ladyship, which trembled witb a con- 
trariety of painful and pleasing feelings, 
and left the room. 

The certjainty, however, that she was 
freed from all importunity to return to a 
home which had been to her only a home 

1 4 of 
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of miseiy, and that her unworthy husband 
had deprived hitnself of the power to 
wrest from her the last hope of her deso-> 
late hearty in a short time produoed a sa- 
lutary change on her health and spirits. 
The gaiety of former years was indeed 
fled, never to retum ; but in the expand- 
ing virtues of her son, in the happiness 
of her young favourites, in the endear- 
ments of sisterly afFection» and in the so^ 
ciety of a select circle of enlightened and 
attached friends, she found balm to her 
lacerated heart. If joy was no longer the 
attendant of her steps, peace and content- 
ment were at least the inmates of her bo* 
fiom. 






CHAP. 



« 
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tHAPTER VIII. 



Fair laugbs tbe morn, and soft tbe zephyrs blow, 
While proudly riding o*er tbe azure realm, 
In gailaot trim tbe gilded vessel goes, 
Regardiess of tbe sweeping wbirlwind's sway, 
Tbat bushed in grim repose, expects bis eveuing prey. 

Gray. 

In undisturbed tranquillity several suc- 
ceeding years flew rapidly away. Bou- 
Terie had terminated bis academical stm 
dies^ and in a short period would be call- 
ed to the bar. His generous patron am 
ticipated the success of his youngfriend*. 
and spared no pains in giving him those 
Instructions which he conceived would 
prove useful in regulating his condu|^ 
in the arduoul professionfhe was aboff^ 
to commence. . • f 

He was listened to by the\l^rdertt 

1 5/ youth 
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youth with the reverenc6 of a son, and 
the warm enthusiaism of unbounded af- 
.fection. 

Mary had^ as neai:ly as her protector 
could conjecture, attained her eighteenth 
year. The symmetry of her form might 
have afForded a model to the statuary ; 
but if regularity of features is essential 
to beautyi this oharptüng girl had 1:10 pre- 
tensioxtö to the appeilationi Tbe ex- 
pression of her countenance was» how- 
ever, irresistible, especially when her 
fine eye3 were lighted up with pleo^u^e^ 
or ifcnd^red humid by the tear of i^ensi^ 
bility- 

. Her khfvd fri^nds she loved wiüi «U the 
ardour c^ I^r iiaturei and when conv^rs^ 
mg with them» she di$played the ener« 
gy iiml vigour of no cosniixm mind. 
Vet'Mary waß tbe simple aküd of nap 
jure, %i\d when rortging about the woods 
md glad^ of Gileacross, with her yotithi- 
ful cpmpanions, or romping on the lawa 
with litt}(9 William» «he wa»s soaw^y dia- 

tinguishable 



# 



\ 



tlngui^kable fW>m lA\e coüimcAi c\äS^ Of 
girlsofherage. 

At this periöd öf onr narrötive; Bln. 
Fergiisön had practised ne&rly thirty 
yeai« at the Scottish bat. Some of te 
junior m€»i''bers of the fadtilty began tö 
term him an oM bachelor ; t)ut this ca-* 
bsdifitic Appellation had neitber souröd 
h» temper,, impaired fcis beiditb, TA)r 
pianted a wrinkle on bis open »anly 
brow. • 

In iitipayting and teceiving happin«ess 
the days df this Worthy man glided on 
in utimteiTupted tranquiffity. The re- 
iiova!ti<m<)f his sister's h6ÄTth and spirits, 
the daify improvement, and warm at- 
tachment of his adopted childjren, the re- 
spect of ifriends, and the grtititude of de- 
pendents, ^ve a fair promise of many 
Coming years of "rihdisturbed enjoyTuent 

FleetiÄg and unstable^ howeter, 
proved these flaWering presages; Ä 
eausH^ of gf eat impörtanee eame on to he 
argued early in the sessions, and Äfr.Fe?^ 

1 6 gusqn 
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guson was retained as leading advocate 
for the defendant. 

The question involved the property 
and reputation of two ancient faiQÜieSi 
an4 was besides of a very perplexed and 
intricate nature. Not only anxious, from 
the hnportanee of the case, but also from 
his friendship for his dient, who, he con- 
ceived, had been grossly injured, our in- 
defatigable lawyer made the most unre« 
mitting efForts to develop the truth« 

For weeks previous to the first hear- 

ing of the cause, he had not only relin- 

quished the pleasures of his domestic 

fireside, but even abridged the necessary 

hours of rest, in order to arrange and 

digest the multifarious mass of informa« 

tion which he had coUected from differ- 

f ent quarters. ' 

jh^ In this task he was greatly assisted by 

\ l^uverie, who displayed an aeuteness in 

, detecting the weak parts of the question 

which gaye^«niuch satisfaction to his pa- 

tron, 

The 
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The important moming at length ar- 

rived. The outer house was crowded at 

ün early hour with most of the wealth 

änd fashion of the northem metropolis. 

Mr. Ferguson entered ; he saw array^ed 

agaihst him all the great law luminams 

of the erown, and the Opponent of his 

dient seated behind them^ supported by 

many of the first characters, for wealth 

and family interest, in the country. But 

he saw them undismayed, for truth and 

justice he believed to be on Ms side. 

Unaecompanied, except by the junior 

advocates retained to assist him, and his 

young friend Boüverie, he approached his 

appropriate Station. 

The Speech of the king's advocate was 
long and declamatory, . and chiefly ad- 
dressedt to the feelings a.nd prejudices of ♦, 
his hearers. In the heat of his oratory 
he let slip many things which Mr. Fer- 
guson deemed of the utmost importande'' 
tö the cause of his dient, and whioh he. 
carefully noted for the defence. ^ 

The 
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Chief witiiBss examined by the 
king's advocate tras an aged soliotor, 
who swove to having vmtten the wiH^ in 
right of "wliieh Üie pveaeilt olaimatrt siied 
fer poasemon of the estates and other 
ppoperty hdd bf the defendant, as heir-« 
At4aw to the defuncM;. 

To shonr the steady deterndnatitm o# 
die testotor to disinherit his fiepbew, tiie 
oi%inal dcafit of the will was produced^ 
dafted sereral weeks befolg the will ib* 
wd£, with interUneatioiis, wbich the soU-» 
eitor swore was in tiie handwritmg of 
the deceased. 

The cause had oocupied the attention 

of the court for several days, and tri* 

umph sat on the brow of the adversfe 

party, when Mr. Ferguson rose to make 

- bis defence. 

He went o^er the -ohief arguments 
employed by the king's advocate» and 
commented on them with his aooustom* 
ed aouteness and ingenuity. H« Icd» 
evidAicG to shew that the deceased hsd^ 

on: 
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on his deatbbedy de^led tbe provisiom 
of hia will to ai) old and intimate fi'iend^ 
aad tbsiJt they were xiearly tbe ceverae of 
thpse^ containod ia the testameot just 
produced. 

The sc^citor was ^gain called on, and 
coDfirmed bis former testimony. 

Mr. Ferg^iscm then asked him whether 
he had written the drail of tbe will» 
which be now bdd in bis baikd^ from 
tbe verbal ixtstruc^ioiis of the defunct» or 
from memoranda fwnisbed by him ? 

For the first time he .seeioed to hesi- 
tate, but r<ecoveriHg his aasüraBCft at 
lengtb Said, it was written from tbe dic- 
tation of tbe deceased, and left with him 
for oonsideration, at his own request 

AgBjn Mr. Ferguson interrogated^ - 
tvbether it was deliviered to him by the 
deceased personally, or transmitted by 'd 
post? 

A^T another pause of beätatkni, be 
r^ied that it was put into his bands» 
BÜ^ tbe lapse of some weeks^ by the de^ 

funct 
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funct himself, with Orders to have it ex^ 
tended with all convenient dispatch. 

Mr. Ferguson cwice more proceeded to 
inquire ivhether he saw the deceased af- 
fix his Signatare to the draft ? 

Here the king's advocate interfered, 
stating that the questions proposed by 
his leamed brother were only calculated 
to protract the defeat of his client, for that 
the genuineness of the will being^ esta- 
blishedy the minor qiiestion of the draf); 
wasoflittleimportanoe. Yetheknewthat 
Mr. Ferguson was no quibbler ; besides, 
from the satisfactioi^ portrayed on )m 
expressive features, he was aware that 
he had not whoUy relinquished hope, 
thpugh on what his hopes were founded . 
he had no means of conjeeturing. 

" Be it so,*' Said Mr. Ferguson ; " I 
agree with liis niajesty's advocate, that 
further interrogation would only be use* 
lessly taking up the time of the court» 
«nd plunging this hoary-headed villain, 
this disgraee to his profession^ still deep» 
er in guilt. 
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" My lord, you have heard this mis- 
creant affirm that the draft I hold in my 
händ was written by himself from the 
dictation of the deceased; that it was left 
with him several weeks, at his own de- 
sire, fbr reperusal and consideration ; and 
that, at the end of this period, it was 
X>ersonally delivered to him by the de- 
funct himself, with express ordere to ex- 
tend it with all eonvenient dispatch. 

** All this you have heard, my lord, and 
would doubtless have heard much more, 
bot for the tiixiely interference of the 
learned gentleman on the other side of 
the table. But, my lord, this very draft 
contains in itself a füll and complete re- 
futatioit of the whole complicated tissue 
of fraud and falsehood, which has been 
resorted to in order to rob my client of 
that property to Which his near relation^ 
ship to the deceased gave him a just and 
lawful title, 

"Be pleased, mylord, to examine this 
draft," he continued, handing it up to 

the 



the bencb, ** and you will observe that 
the poper had no existenee at the tkae it 
ia isaid to have been written." 

The judge no sooner examined the 
water^mork, which bore a date three 
years later than that of the deed itself^ 
tiian he instantly gave Orders to taJke all 
ihe parties into custody, to answer fi>r 
tlie firaüd in due time and place. 

In the confuaion which ensued^ 'the* 
principal in the base confederacy effected 
his ese^pe» and left the worthless tool of 
bis crunes to suffer the paialty and ig* 
iiorainy of hia guilt. 

The Idng's advocate, overwhelmed 
witfa rqge and mortification« threw up 
his brief, dedaring that the mines^of Fe« 
ru would not have tempted him for a 
moment to leiid bis countenance to so 
base and iniqultous a fraud. 

Many, wbo had before, like the ]»iest 
and Levite, passed by on the other side, 
now pressed fear ward, to eongrättilate ikne 
•truioaphiiit litigant on the fortimKte tetw ' 

mination 
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minatioii of tiie vSaivc ; but, di^gtuted at 
a hpnuige pmd to bis wealtb wbich was 
withbeld from bis nrnfortunes, he took 
tbe arm of Mr. Ferguson, and, foUowed 
by Bouverie and tfa^ junior advocatei^, 
adjoumed to Fool's botel to dinner. 

Mr. Leslie's gratitude to bis indefih 
tigable defendar was beartfdt and sin* 
cere. It did not, boweyßr» abound in 
words^ but beamed an bis intelligent • 
coui^tenance, and s^poke in tbe tremor 
and agitation of hiß manly voice. 

^^ If any tbanks are due for bavi^g 
discbarged a professional duty," swi the 
good-natured lawyer, " to my good 
friend here," poiutiii^ to Bouvenie^ '^ tiiey 
are solely due; ^ae, during tbe pro* 
ceedings of yesterday, when I began to 
despair of extracting trutb from tbosc; 
whose (^aracter and even Ufe depended 
on ite suppression^ Bouverie, suspectii^, 
from tbe offioiousness witb wbicb tbe 
draft was obtruded on the notice of (tbe 
<KHHrt> tbat it wa^ 9 forgery, set himselC 

' to 
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to examjne and compare the Signatare 
with some specimens of the handwrit;ing 
öf your uncle lying on the table. In 
the progress of this investigation, he dis- 
covered the date of the water-mark, but, 
with the coolness of a veteran practi^ 
tioner at the bar, suppressed his delight 
tili the breaking üp of the eourt. I 
would, on the following moming» have 
Bt once terminated the proceedings ; but 
I was desirous, from strictly cross-ques- 
tioning the hoary brother of our trade, 
to render our triümph, and the in&my 
of our opponents, more coniplete and 
striking.'' 

Pained to listen to his own praisesv 
Bouverie* had left the room, and Mr; 
Ferguson eontinUed — ^f- 1 have now en- 
tered the autumn of my days, and know 
not how soon they may set in everlast* 
ing night. Should this worthy youth 
ever want a friend, remember, Leslie^ the 
Zeel he so successfuUy exerted in ydur 
cause, and be to him ^e guiding star in 

bis 
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his struggles for professional pre»>emi- 



nence." 



Aflfected by his eamestness, Leslie 
solemnly pledged himself to watch over 
the fortunes of his youthful saviour, as 
he justly termed Bouverie, should cruel 
fate deprive him of his best and dearest 
friend. 

During dinner Mr. Ferguson reniain- 
ed silent and abstracted. He ate little, 
and eomplained of fatiguä. He took 
leave of his friends at an unusu^hr early 
hour. and having partaken of coffee wiüi 
his family» retired, at his sister's solicita* 
tion, to court that repose of whieh he 
stood so much in need. 

Next morning» at break&st, lady Fra- 
zer was greatly alarmed at her brother's 
altered appearance; but he smiled at 
her terrors, merely saying that he had 
got a severe odd» wfaiich he trusted 
would speedily subside. 

The chariot was ordered ; but before 
it came round to the door, he found him- 
self 



. / 
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seif unable to go abroad, and was foröecl 
to retire to bed. His medical friehdil 
flocked round him; and if anxiety or skill 
'oönld bave availöd, Mr. Fergusfon had 
still fived. 

After six weeks of the rtiost agomizing 
süspense, the patient again lefl his bed ; 
but though the fever with which he was 
at first sffected had whbUy subsided» he 
* was so enfeebled aä to aflford but very 
slender hopeii of recovei'y. 

During thie violence of his com pläirit, 
Bouverie had never for a niomeritJ left hiS 
bedside; Stretched on a coüch, without 
undfessing, he oceasionally snäCÖhed a 
few moments* repose ; but so intäAs6 was 
his anxie{y, thäf the slight^st nlbvement 
of the patlettt iinmediately aröüsed him 
ironfi his slumbet». 

iTie gentle, the aflfectlonate Märf 
sharM in his anxiety aiid his car6s. No 
hireling nurse was sufibred to iiiltrude 
into the üdc ehämbef. The hafld' of 
fHehdsh?t^ atid sislerly afifeötion siüoöfh- 

ed 
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ed the pillow and administered to the 
wants of the sufFering invalid. Even 
William suppressed bis tears, lest the 
violence of his-grief i^uld disturb his be« 
loved unde. 

Thehopewhichilluminated the ooun- 
tenances of bis attached fiiends, wben he 
was again able to leave his bed for a 
Short time, was painful to the heart of 
this benevolent man ; fw bis internal 
feelings assured bim that his comptete re- 
covery was an övent not to be expected. 



CUAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 



** Now spring returns, but not to roe returns ; 
Dim in my breast life's dying taper burns/' 



Oh, if a ray of lieaven descends on eartb, 
Ti» when, in spring of life, love's kindltng flame 

Reünes the virtues as it gives th«m birth, 
Exalting and ennobiing every aim, 
Making, by kindiy glow, two souU the same. Co ha. 

As spring advänced, Mr. Ferguson ex- 
pressed great anxiety to leave the noise 
and bustle of the crowded city for the | 
calm retirement of Glencross Cottage. 
His wishes were immediately complicd 
with ; and attended by a medicat friend 
and his sister, he set out fbr his favourite 
retreat, preceded by the junior members 
of his family. 
Bouverie and Mary had, in conjunc- 

tioii, 
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tion with Mrs. Saunderson, prepared 
every thing for the reception and comfort 
pfthevenerated invalid; but the hour had 
long pa$sed at which they calculated he 
wpuld airive, and an^tiously they watch- 
ed fpr. the appearance of the carriage. 
Apotber hour however glided away, and 
iuiabje langer to control their terrors, 
iest^the patient had sunk under the & 
tjgue pf the joumey, they proceeded 

« 

along the road leadirig to Edinburgh^ in 
the hppe of descrying the distant ap«* 
pipach of their friends. , 

The strong tie of sufifering had bound 
their young hearts more closely together 
thfin before; yet Bouverie nev^r men- 
tioned bis love. His delicate attentions, 
hawever, arid the anxiety with which he 
hoveised round the objectof his afifection» 
biQti:ayed the State of his heart to all bat 
the u^conscious object of his attachment; 
while Mary, on her part» termed the re- 
gi^ she cherished for the highly-prisged 
yioioXh si9terly affcQ^n. . . 

i^ YPL. II, K Arm 
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<Anii 'in Bi«n,ifhef '<x>iid)nueid tb «fdk 

%<itrile, •tiUiMkuAhlg tt'knöU, eib«d«cl 41^-% 
'ftw'MMtu!jr4}irdi-titeeiB,-tiifd whlAi <mii». 
Hiotoded'a'VieW'dfittie vottd 'ks iftiriM'tlte 
«fe*e(mld*f«a(9>, «hey «e«1»d thieimel^te 

'Buiied iti a iiiefaaichbl3r>wv\}riiev 4lffc> 
«y's4i«dil«unkiMi hertbototn, and't«»* 
V lUMemesyflb^edÜRMi her^cfs. '9MI- 
«rerie, «affieiiteä by 4ier ^tMM, töök 4Mr 
)nid,<«»dewtetmMiiwd ito iiMjKMi iffr 

with a hope that «VM» % ItMkign: <t6 <ni 
l»«ni (bosdibv: 4wftilti$4B«i«tMttgft<iD^re- 

MMM4« (he'poMwrtil tie8(ti)riivM«h'f 
aniboKllMl '«o itty iSr6t>eiiiA ««iiriy )Mmii. 
DcMited'by«4ib6'«MäioM^my'lAlnQ|^^ 

mmmtfe «nd ^p«tMrryM^n«y, iM^ha^tmf 
^i >WÜh «MWteH«d wrtdttlJiy 1K' 
oonducted me in •Ae^^th «füW Wt> tBd|g > 

jmd 



f . 



,ertions—his gentle npr^of sh^k'^ ^f 
, ♦* ^ 4iojt ,»v vajf h^Qsrfid^ Mary f «^ 

Jüß. tbm, ;^»t ^t » vMf^ ^«uspj^ous joap- 
ixken^ jcp »riU>wpfer .op ywr,gwtirfijj 

Jlkwxerfe a jright tp «ajl j«fifti ,«(U ijs^pj^." 
i(Jj^ Jiusjbued tp iver ^nwnc^ ,«nd yVbjß ;(&■ 
ÜKit 4)a}Ht pr ,«;s8pc)Atip^, .pr nirhat ^^ 

f>^ ha8si:eDd^i^Aiei)s«^f¥s^4¥>XPlir 

U , K 2 break« 
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breaks through the gloom which at pre- 
seilt surrounds us.** 

^ Gladly would Mary have spoken, but 
utteränöe was denied her. At length, 
after a solertin pause, she raised her hu- 
mid eyes to the face of her lover — " Why, 
oh why,** she said, ^*have you raised, 
and at such a moment, the veil that has 
hitherto shrouded the true nature of 
-an'affection which made me.forget that 
we were not twin-born, the offspring of 
the same parents? But hear me, Bou- 
verie/' she continued, while her ani- 
mated features assumed an expression 
of self-conquering resolution ; " though 
ybu have awakened a new and pow- 
erful feeling' in my bosom, no selfish 
cötisideration shall tempt me to mar 
your rising prospects, by entangling yöur 
fate ' witH that of a nameless desefted 
beitag. I know all yonr generous nai- 
tüi'e- would urge on this subject ; but I 
also know the'hopes which my revered 
protector has formed of your future uü^ 

Hty 
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lity and eminence in your profession; 
nor could I enjoy a moment's peace were 
these hopes disappoint^d through my 
means." 

Bouverie pressed the lovely Speaker 
doser to his heart ; assured of her afFec- 
tion, he entertained no other fears. He 
- could not for a moment believe that the 
liberal mind of his parents would shrink 
from receiving the amiable Mary as a 
daughter, merely because her birth was 
involved in obscurity. 

Mr. Ferguson, he was eon vinced, more 
than suspeeted the cherished seeret of 
his soul, and had rather encouraged 
than. repressed his attention to his fa- 
yourite ; but in the midst of these de- 
lightful reveries, the image of this re- 
yered friend arose to bis imagination^ 
and checked every feeling connected 
withself, 

At this moment the carriage appeared 
inpight, and the youthful pair hastened 
to meet their sufFering benefactor. 

k8 The 



Ithe tiedvy ey^s of tllä «fxfiftutftöd fe- 
V'älid Wäre lighted ttp With & beätA df 
pkäsure asi he behdd the apptöAch öfhÜt 
young friendSy who, on their part, iW- 
jöieect tö hear that he fiad lx)rne the flu 
tigue of the jöuttiey mach betCef thäti 
bäd bee!i*anticlpated. 

Ön reachitig the cottage, hä Was eitfe- 
föUy lifled fronfi the earriage, ätid pläC«} 
ih Jbed. ]ßouvefie jcesumed his üsual Sta- 
tion by his side ; but not, a$ heretofbl«, 
was his watching cheered by the pM- 
sehce öf Mary. , ötef retiring modesty 
made her shrink ffom tneeting hef löTCr 
aloile,. and she remained with lady FM- 
zer and the phyisielan in the parloür. 

Mr. Ferguson awoke g^Bat!y refre^heÄ 
from ä Short slutfiber, and insibted thlt 
Bbüverie should joln the family belAW 
ät äinner — « 1 will then permit you te 
retum/' he said, With a benignant iitiOe; 
^ ähd ihoüld 1 feel Ittysfelf nt> wotte,you 
i'hali a^^st tne tö fny dressing-MOili, 



qonviei^Hitio» if^b the pjiyfiiisiw- 
entrance, a^4 g]i4@4 »fiftly into, ihe «<4k 

" Why \m^ yoH SP Iwg a^>««a^ 

3FWI^^ Wy geptl? «iMfs»?" «?i4 ll«? 
lijjQ4 prptedfO}-, a« ^h« lw# by t^» b)B4- 

pw^ Win4 <»f tUe gpptl^ gW ^hat ii^ 

knowledge of her truest and besjt friend. 
H^f Q9W thiA iGiipa^e que»tioH a^tatßd 
hi?r \>mm with ft coptrsn^ty of feeUng«, 
vi» j^ 4JSp]layp4 itJ»efla»plves oa bf» «peak- 

Mr- FfTiM^W fi»0y gwnakjed tfe* 

K 4 eped 
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ened by afBiction^ it is prone to overflow 
in tenderness towards a beloved object. 
With a delicacy and knowledge of the 
human heart peculiar to himself, he drew 
from the blushing Mary the secret of her 
youthful attachment, and the heroic re- 
solution she had formed to resist thefond 
pleadings of her ardent admirer. 

" Go, my sweet girl/' he said, ** and 
compose your agitated spirits. I häve 
long antieipated this mutual attachment 
between my favourites, with no $mä11 
degree of satisfaction ; I also knöw the 
sentiments of Bou verie's parents on the 
subject,dr,believe me, I would never have 
exposed bis youth to the enchantments 
of my Circe." 

Mary retired with a heart lightened of 
half its cares, and, but for the precariöus 
State of her adored benefactor, would have 
feh herseif theqfnost* blessed of humaii 
beings. — " Yet why should I selfishly 
confine my happiness to my *wn Wom T 
thought she, and ^^w to impart to Bou- 

• verie 
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verae. the warm interest Mr. Ferguson 
faad. expressed in their mutual happinei». 

She sougbt him in their usual haunt% 
in the garden, in the shrubbery, and in 
their favourite dell ; but disappointed in 
her, searcb, she retumed to the house. 
-. She found him seated in the parlour» 
lahguid and abstraeted, mechanically 
attempting something like eonversation 
with the physidan ; for lady Frazer had 
retiredito court a few moments' repose; 
after the. anxiety and fatigues of the 
morning. ^ 

Sxerdse . had imparted a glow to the 
cheeksy . and animated the fine eyes of 
Mary-; the communication which hung 
on her Ups was restrained by the presence 
of a third persön ; but the timid glance 
she threw on her lover thrilled to his 
heart, and spoke to him of hope. 

Again her attention to th^ invalid 

. called Marv from the parlour ; and while 

she Was admini^tering him his soup, 

Bou¥erie eutered the sick Chamber. H- 

' - K 5 tying 



lütt 1^ «i6ttLA«b -OifelUB. 

Vatefl <gki<fle€l to lhe>8olfftudft xirii*«iMi 

The äfervMrt liaifl <?m>- wcnittr wittithiiixi 
•wifh ^e «ra^, tfatth Mt. f(6«gtnoh,igted- 
tiMttyeffljr.^titet^dm«!» «ri^edt «Mali 
Ife^aiew Hvas o^poNnmt 4ii itetaWliif 

lie föünfl ^hdt hls «veneMteii fUehd'ivMK 
infonn^ of the declaration he lndfl—dh. 
üo bis yöutbful wturd ; a»id thiit,tB|>,lat a 
'tim« 'Wh^ *tbte ihtfAt «f imen ««msiliovdr- 

tHij^Ht äjfpe^ttttHingto selfTnrh«nr<lte£lte 
'of lUy tnttrie ^än 'p&ront hunginiawAil 
unoertahf Qr t* '4liought tibe «Utoondntea 
ytKffh, als in fl^knee'fa&gra^pttditfaekand 
dT Ids ^bemdbctor.' ' *'il bave dinte ttarti^, 
*^,^ b&'«aiä, MrhWi'hiB rfeeUngs «dloinM 

•ter 



^ <9f iV(fWJ?.^¥.^e jn yo^ eyef . B^^ 
i»Ä«^ Ö»? %lt fvras vw^remeditated. 
4^qg .lyÄth th^ loyely^, ^^ end«i- 
y«WWf ^9 ^* feer ten^oi^ on jr.our ac^ 
59mt» .W7 -^pn«S-^l»emhfid secret bui^t 

i^ifQMC^te, " why attempt ^o .excu^e ah 
avowal so natural under the circumstän- 
qes ^ .^hich ypu j^fe^e pkced ? I hpe 
longrSe|n aqd approyed ^our attachment 
to imy adopted daujchter ; but without 
name and Uneage» I knew not whether 
a?7 därlin^ ^lil* nph in wortji, b^uty, 
|mi^ a decjent |ndependßpce, niig^t ix^eet 
the aj^rqb^iti^n of ypur garents», pmiablß 
as I.knew.them to be; &r who can s^t 
]|knits |to the force pf ^ly ^prejudice? ^ 
Ä^^^usgidons, ho^wever, \vroriged them ; 
rjTor j^thoujjh fanjily ^nd fo by 

np^eans )yeightless in ^he balance, Vet 
the moral vii^tues and amiable quahties 
ofa dauffhtßr-in-law were, in thgir esti- 
nuttion. much superior considerations. 

k6 jNo 
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No obstacle, therefore, remains to oppose 
your Union with the lovely maid, except 
those which honour and prudence en- 
join. Believe me, I speak the language 
of experience when I teil you, that years 
of indefatigable perseverance and study 
are still requisite before you cän expect 
to attain that eminence in your profea- 
sion which will secure to you wealth aiid 
independenee ; and tili that is attained. 
the cares of a family would only hang 
like a millstone round your neck, Im- 
peding all your exertions. I faad inde^ 
hoped to have smoothed your approach 
to the temple of fame and fortune ; but 
I find this cannot be ; yet, I trust, my 
dear boy, with the foundation I have 
laid, and the bright reward you have in 
view, that a few short years of self-de- 
nial will be rewarded by a long life' of 
undiminished heppiness/' Seeing Bou- 
verie unable to reply — " Go, my young 
fiiend," hecontinuedt " and perform the 
Office of my Substitute at the dihner- 

table. 
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table. I require a long rest after this 
exertion*; in two hours retui4i and assist 
me to reach my dressing-room - 

The yoüth, glad of the permission, 
wrun^ the hand of his best friend,' and 
hastiljr left the apartment. The dihner 
was announeed just as he entered the 
parlout; but as the physician took the 
hand of lady Frazer to lead her to the 
dihihg-room, Bouverie liiigered a few 
moments behind with his fair companion, 
to whom he whispered his unboundM 
jöy that no obstacle remained to their at- 
tachment. Mary gave him one of her 
sweetest sihiles, and hurried after her la- 
dy ship. 

Dinner passed over in almost total si- 
lence, except what the mere forms of po- 
liteness required. 

' Lady Frazier^s anxiety for her brother 
unfitted her for conversation ; the physi- 
cian was habitually abstracted, except 
when roused by argument ; and the 
yöuthflil lovers absörbed in that sweet 

delirium 
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For ww^ .IPOKUbß J» ,glC«.4<M} iwR«>yfi- 
aphoq), And Jäont^yme »gm ^ ^iH)^ 

Iti (Ü),e ]lwr ; ysml J^x;. F^igMSoiji Jtq^^ jp 
knowledge, that he determined fipf fp 

3ühe.auituinn«.bQw^<e](»;»e^4vi fsM^V^ 

rainy, which prevented the4P.Wld«$BS«) 
UiHm^ bis tuttal ex^ome^iii ^ C9nl^ : 
wd in ^ few sreßkß .«U .bü d^qww* 

iUTK^on. 

4gajjPtPQWMCTieM.h i Mtii| li fft f< ii; < t<p 

«ick 
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Abt alftfiirtuips-iitf tfie mofltiaineerejiffiMV 
#»n. F<Kr botH» ikc^gether Jie Mt bj Ae 
«baoh öfhk sufiEenii^ frigid; ike neadte 
Mm^tBunttivsed with him; adminialMMA 
te ibim difi rBicdnciM«» and wliatriiiiiyiifih- 
«est he idaild Moei ve ; Timtdbedbjrlhin 
«wifllecbe filopt^^and ykenderlif aiqipovted 

liimnlf feqnal <t0 Ahe egaention. 

Vheae nmwearilsd iatten^bkns miete re- 
«aiJMA by 'tbe ^aniiaUe iziualid M^ith tt)«e* 
waamettt gratlfeude. Heinet^ur^dl^yad 
4diat «elfidiness wbdeb itoo ^fwu^itüfy 
^httractatiflei^ idisdaais» nctr lyyr iqui^riiUoiB 
iiadicfapiaetttö'wmplaixüiig, »rend^satl tbe 
4aikiof Atteadanae ilksome. 'X9QQfthe.cQD- 
llNafQx;,^he%delighted 4o täte lacound ^him 
taltMiiul i&Qm, 'and *ko laid, as finr as ihis 
weakness would ^aUow» «enrai^ xttttfe 
Mteißciiof «amiMaiMiii: lAKhiah tesadad to 

iBUidsr tfihe ^izonfittementrjQf «fi/^iAk rOMMn 
JüaiMtnbgeiiMad;^ooMiy. 

The 
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The conversation of; a few sdiect and 
enlightened friends always afforded the 
purest enjoyment to tbe invalid; but 
when weakness prevented him from in- 
^ulging in this pleasure, he would, while 
reelining on a couch, listen delighted to 
the fine tones of Maiy's enchanting voioe, 
as she warbled the sweet airs of his na- 
tive country, or aecompanied Bouverie 
in some of the simple duets charaeter- 
istic of the pastoral manners of Scotland. 

With silent, deep-felt sorrow, kdy 
Frazer watched the progressive dedine 
of her inestimable brother. The cheer* 
ful tones of his voice, and the unoom- 
plaining fortitude with which he suffar- 
ed, though it deceived his young friends 
into a belief that his disease was unat- 
tended with danger, oould not conoeal 
from his anxious sister that he was fast 
hastening to the grave. 

While herladyship gazed on hisbright 
flashing eye, on the altemate flush and 
deadly paleness of his cheek ; when she 

viewed 
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viewed the attenuated form of this bei 
loved bröther, the extreme debility of 
bis frame, and the tremor which shook 
every . nerve on the slightest exertion, 
she feit convinced that their etemal part- 
irig Fould not indeed be long delayed ; 
and while she endeavoured to appeai" 
cbeerful in the presence öf the invalid, 
her heart bled at every pore. ' 

The same conviction was still more 
forcibly feit by the patient himself. Tö 
bis well-regulated and firm mind, the 
slow approaches of death had no terrorS; 
but when he reflected on the unprotect- 
ed State of bis sister and her boyrand 
that the forbearance of sir Simon Frazer 
was in a great measure, impu table to 
their being under the protection of his 
roofi he shuddered to contemplate the 
misery that might'yet be in störe for 
hi« luckless wife; 

• But Mr. Ferguson resembled^not the 
foöliiih Virgins in^the scriptüre; fale was 
f^ver unprovided with oil for bis lamp. 

All 
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fewg bMfi^ 4oa^ by biw to pircuteel; i^qqf 
MoiMn fto» eiKtr ^g|»m fiUioft und^ tbi^. 

Hi6 Mmntme piopevty ww wcMWfdi fiw 
th» s(^rate and 9o)» 1M0 <^bjs ««MB ; a 
lifaerd proviiion wm wad? fov bift tw«- 
fimwrites ; uid a d^flcü^t ind^peiMslQnff» u^ 
cured to bis aged wA &itblul dommtiWf 
Nttmeroua veve tbe beque$t& ta hii fld 
and rciflpMted irknds^ and bia pnAft« 
siMial works were left ta iOouvaric^ 

JjKHrd WUtiam FrMfr, captam ^MaI^ 
Qoli» Fraiif r^ and Bwv^^ wei;« ac)P«k»> 
totod hia eKeeut(w, with a spteioD tnd 
aflfeeting adjuration to prpt^ hia aiftor 
a«d bN* ehild froaoi tba noaQbinatifws of 
Umt despieable barontt;. 

N(4 « moment bad baan Wst bf IjKrr 
FOTguaoa in makii^ tbvaa arin^oBfOtoi 

after he became aoquunt^d witb tba tmtT 

pitude of «r Smon Fraaav's ^lanK^ßr. 
BHt tbovgb aatiifiad iKxtbüi^ bad \nim 

laft Mndiiiia <^t lud iha iMit tAndfliicir 

to 
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m üM «b the itidupendn» and wmfmt 
öf M ätfdn, k€ no M<mer pemired Ubd 
end dpf^rooehltig; thaii ke becUBe ami; 
ous to Gonverse with ciqitnii Fnser, umA 
sSso tö' dbtii» for käs siiter tke snppiArt 
of Mr». FfM6f^0 pivscfnee id tfae tryiog 
seMe, in which he wa» pentuKied dbe 
must, at no very distant pcriod» becoiM 
aft act^r. 

Witk this view he wrote to the noith^ 
^ting hi« rapidly-deciiniii^ heakb^ andi 
wwtnfy tolidtiiiga Visit from hia iiieiids. 
Mrs. Fmi9er had nowaaexedileirt'aob- 
dtltitte Iti the gentle Enrihf^to wfaoae 
Mre she could with the utniost eoniU 
dence eommit her jroungeat darloig. 
Havitig thereftnre entreated her to ap^ 
f/ty to Mr. Gkn and hk venerable mo* 
ther for advice under any difficulty, she 
M»ök an afikstiomute kave of her and the 
(Mhi, and instantia prooeaded, widi her 
husbtuKd, «n tiienr way to the «outii. 

Anidoni to |)dfteve the miad of thair 
best friend, tliejr ktttened ftriraid wkk 

the 
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the utmost speed» and ih not, much 
longer time than it would have required 
to forw£urd a letter, arrived in safety at 
Crlencross Cottage. 

Withoneofhis mofitbenignantsmiles, 
Mr. Ferguson greeted this truly-respect- 
able couple, whose appearance was un- 
expected by all save himself. 

Bouverie, seated by the side of bis 
coach, was supporting the patient in a 
half-recumbent posture ; whil^t the 
blooming Mary was hanging over bim 
with a bason of soup in her band. The 
pleased expression of bis countenance 
caused bis affectionate attendants to 
tum their beads towards the door, wben 
they beheld, with the utmost astonish- 
ment> the unlooked-for entrance of the 
travellers. 

"^ This haste was indeed considen^te, 
my dear madam/' said the patient, as he 
held out bis band to Mrs. Frazer ; '' I 
did not'flatter myself wiüi your appear- 
ance for atleast a week to oome." 

The 
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The tears tbat rushed'to the xnanly 
eyes of Bouverie, and the qiiivering lip 
and agitated frame of Mary, evinced that 
they comprehended too plainly the me- 
lancholy cause of this visit. 

Willing to relieve their agitation, the 
patient continued — " I wished to confer 
on my kind attendants here an agreeaUe 
surprise, but their wo-fraught features 
display not the delight I expected to 
witness on the occasion. Go, my be- 
loved children, and prepare Marion for 
thq sight of her friends, lest she be more 
powerfuUy affected than even you your- 
selves have been." 

Mary was altemately pressed to the 
heart of her future parents, and saluted 
by the name of their daughter. When 
fireed from their embraee, she hastened 
with Bouverife in search of lady Frazer, 
whom they found in the garden, • over- 
whelmed with the deepest aJB9iction. 
Cautiously they imparted to her the ar- 
rival of her friends — intelligence which 

conveyed 
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camray«d to har Miind 4he Smt ^tfipvi- 
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WhitB^HNaiHB. n|ftii^|f«3Ni»ifh Hiaierf 
Idvstthou^ tbemoble, generous^gceAt, 
Fall in bold manhood's hardij,priiDe ? 

'fitrMMT. 

¥BdüaHipmfieared7tD«faefaoia Mr.-iQnrgH- 
«an rgfeeftly oidirnnged^^oaptain and Mrti 
SrsHitir iiad ipictin^ m their miai^nUh 
üoln «oMeibing fitr fasB dbtti^ tfaim itlie 
teali*)?! Wben, Ah e mfow , Ihey (gütfl: 
cBi«tbecsraaciated'fenn andiimn vtsageviif 
the best benefactor of itbeir fobädnn, ät 
reqmied laU (the .fortitude tiu&y iposseüsed 
t6iK8ti«ii lÜBBÜx 3gikf wsMfiin ^hek iMm 
beoalBS. itäecalinifortttude ^itfaW(l^^ 
tlie iytaKd eritrerted ithiedti tort^paoeliis 
attictadiiister evfiiy ummosstty^fM^^^ 

recalled. 
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recalled, however, the firmness of Mrs. 
Frazer, and she proceeded to m^set the ^ 
afflicted Marion with a smiling counte- 
nance, far different from her real feel- 

. No sooner bad she lefl the apartment 
than Mr. Ferguson informed captain 
Frazer more fuU'y of his motiyes for re- 
questinghis presenoe and that of his va- 
luable companion. — " Time Stands .not 
^tillat our bidding," he continued ; '^ and 
if I conjeeture rightly, I have not much 
to spare. To-morrow morning, tbare- 
§cKe, I must entreat your attention for a 
sfaort period to business ; but let the re- 
mainder öf this day be devoted to the 
delights of friendship and affection. I 
am fatigued, my dear sie; will you there- 
ibre>ring for my nurse.'* 
^ The captain obeyed» and ;Bou verie alt 
ttiost inimediately aiteredthe apartaient; 
with the tenderest eare. he adminiatesed 
the condial' draught to the iataUd^ ar« 
nmgfd.his coueh,; placed him in amore 
V' > ' convenient 
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'convenient position,' and taking up a 
book, resumed^ bis Station by bis side« 

" Not now, Bouverie," said the pa- 
tient. " Go, my dear boy, and be happy 
with your parents i I feel disppsed to 
sleep^ and will ring when I again reqiüre 
your assistance." 

Captain Frazer's eyes glistened with 
parental pride äs he foUowed the fine 
manly form of bis son engaged in sooth^r 
ing the infirmities of bis more than f^- 
ther; while he became cortvinced that 
bis talents and virtues must be of no or- 
dinary cfast» to have created fpr bim such 
a warm interest in the bosotn of one ao 
highly gifted as Mr. Ferguson. 

Emily Frazer had not the Gruelty to 
flatter her friend with hopes that she was. 
too surely convinced would prove falla- 
cipus ; but she exerted all her powers to 
fortify her mind to sustain the severe 
trial that awaited her. 

She did not ipdeed directly mention 
the subject« and &r less deal out those 

vol.. II. h trite 



trite I cooBolatoiy taphonnm iiv^lilob i £kMr> 
glihly froni thfe tdnguc ^if th^prospenm»^ 
and happy, butwlncb^onty-addiaikeener 
pfUg ta tke« laeerated heart: On • tha^* 
ctHAtrasjTr sbe gently led> hftr tböogbti' to^ 
divel\ oru; tbe« improreoient' ^ and f ukttre^ 
prospects of her William, tamtevettiier^ 
in the cultQFe of Iii9 heart;andthie'iDQre 
pecfect devel!opnienbX)f his mond ^undi'ko^' 
ciolfedings^i yirhich asetoooftai'Obtund«^ 
edy« or- pcrrerted by« the^ indiSOTiminali^* 
intercouTse wyioh''tai6«9'pla6ein a pubKe ' 
schooli- 

Itd» t»iie|itbe4mage*^fh«r bwrther*^ 
sisff^mg and dying^commkigled^with - 
all her thoughts; but-wblin'assAciatäd*' 
with'^^otlKdp objecto* of powerfal interest» 
it'prodüced not thtit> ^enermtkig de^pair • 
into whieh^^M iira»' ÜsV sinking^' b6^' 
foM <thid'ttirFvd.Jof tierfaighfy-respected* > 
frieitd#P 

The evening was«8pent in* th^dressf- 
ing^toom^oC^he^nvalidy ^hO' esaayecj^'all 
hh poweM40'4nali#4h^titae'pa89;ehi9er- 

füUy 



artä^ea''jüsl a^' th^ pafty sai'ddwn 'to' 
coöfee/' The'= aÄgfctionätÖ bö^ ' hivereä ' 
rötiria'Wie cöifcli'bf hls Wtilei anclliav- 

nes; aÄÄ'relätM 'hft littTe ädveiitures,'he'" 




bfööVöf% ^jh^k'of his'fceloved^ n'epKeW; ' 
teöin^'hiinftliikt hfe'h&a" di^püted' Boüve- 
rfe, iri'fÜtürfe; to bVe^lcibk^his lessions, ' 
attä JiepdH: to Wlh H;hfe pro^k ihe' mätfe,' 
aü^lie VisÜied Werijöy as'haüb'h äs possi- 
hW bf iy Möhds' cdäipaÜy diiÄig' their ' 
sMbtt "vfsit 

TMi^^ wljiclr;'uil6fcse^ed'b)''air 



him that the Substitution^ in ' this' case 
wy$''bdl^Vcflefitly/iritehä6k,'''g^ualty 



^ 



"* %•» y 




nimsei*: beförö the' tiÖ 'WKicK bduiid '^ 

tIr<?Hr tö^^M >liöM'W%tx!h>!^iriäpl' 

p^ Sf the inexorable hand öf death. 

L 2 The 
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The friends separated at an early hour, 
and Bouverie threw himself on his pal- 
let by tbe bedside of his benefaeton Mn 
Fergufion soon sunk into a calm undis- 
turbed sleep ; not so his attentive com-** 
panion. He thought with delight of th^ . 
approbation with which bis parents re- 
garded his beloved Mary, and tbe ardeilt 
afTection which the gentle girl evinced - 
towards them in retum, But while he 
rejoiced in his own happy prosp^cts, his 
heart bled for the sufferings of those 
niost dear to bim. Not a selfish feeling 
mingled with his grief ; nor did the in- 
calculable loss he would hiniself sustain 

I 4 ■ 

by the deprivation of Mr. Ferguson's 
eountenance and interest on ooinmencing 
his professioncrl career, for amoroent crossl 
his thoughts. 

At length he sunk into a profound 
slun)ber, to dream of days of happiness 
witb those he loved. From this delight* 
ful Vision he was awakened by the soll 

voice 
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volce of Mary inquiring at the door of 
* the Chamber after the precious invalid. 
' Hastily leaving his couch, he gently 
/>peTied the door, and pressing the fair 
band she extended to his lips, he glad- 
dened her heart by the favourable ac- 
,count he had to give of the patient. 

Sinee Mr. Ferguson's illness lady Fra- 
zer and Mary had occupied a stnall closet 
adjoining his bedcharaber, in order to 
be at band should any unfavourabl^ 
change take place during the night 
When restless or perturbed in his sleep, 
the grateful girl frequently stole from 
ber bed, to share with her lover in the 
task of soothing the distress, or adminis- 
tering to the wants of her almost-wor- 
ishipped benefactor. Thus partaking in 
the labour of gratitude and aflfection, 
the ties which united them were däily 
strengthened and sublimed to more than 
earthly piirity. The same- feelings seem- 
ed to animate the mind of each ; if Bo\r- 

L 8 verie 



oyf rsl^^^jH^^ tl»e,,fii^e; fe9ltur?il ßfMWt » 
^fasmUeo^ßl^a8up,Ji^t^^pJM8jp^k- 
jit^ cp^qtj^PAU«», Jiiiers qui^kly |DiVip}aXjed/ 

jn ,t^e,na.9jrning ])ir.jF!Wguj50ii awf^lfse, 
greatly refrsijj^efl ,by , X\\e Jwngf «t ,j;q4 
,ipoßt,trapfl«^ sl^p ,1^6 ,h«d ,enj»y^for 

,gu(f9ted ]^puyjeirie ^ f^t^r^ftin tfeeJladies, 
astb^ yi(isl]\e)cl tohfV(?.a.^Qrt cc(Qifei|j»tl<^ 

^\}te .p^riour,, ai^ , CQWnxujnjcal;^ >t^{#- 

vjn ji .9lear .fln^ ^Hp^ipct ^»Wie»", ,1?^ 

8pi9^«t.of b^ prope4y, %m,W!i^iv^. 
tcror wri<;^p in ^üs oyjn h««)^: .Ije j^ 
.S^fe^^fftr \\\8 .pfiTi?^ the dp<;|i](aiQi^ J^ 

formed 
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Iwiitied^Jhain tbat he^had ass^edthät sa- 
«red tmst -to tuoMelf, < ]ofd Wifiiam -Fka* 
s8er,r«id Bonverie. 

! As: thM nobkmmi/hoiiMnari 'I»dtq|pdn 
d^parted in i8eaidi^f>lhat h^düh^^and 
ftoaee^whidi the iMa^.df^his ison had irse- 
V4MMy t destroy ed> Mdtb tbe/iDtentkm of 
«esaauii^ ^fibrcad fm: 'tiw jears, Mr. 
Ferguson added that he had ifirep&Md^a 
cedieil rto <fais mU^ JmBtngian'«dd 'CAänd^ 
jseüsMet ^Muvr^y, ^ (tbe -trint, wilriii the 
4;iWK)&ld design df/^aimgfiouvitrie^s de- 
licacy, and aidinglMm^by histectttiskre 
Jbogvd iexpenene^, v^kiaiMtlMS rUnwortby 
lM?ot]ifir4nJaw Endeavour to Tmdest ^or 
latecsecute Ihs haj^ess ^ife. 

He AßKl; :made ]ütn ^ack)uainted <witli 
Jbhe «oirtent6<(jff hU vwält bf ^wMch his^var 
laaUe >pas8ed9ioD8 wcHe bequeatbed ^far 
jkbe aele tand separate 4i«e df bis sistev, 
burd^fied *with a l^gacy 4o 'Bourem» 
JMbyy, aüd Wil^m f^rae^, 'Of 4bree 

auitiies weve aaented io Us twrb dd d^ 

L 4 mestics^ 
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mesttcs^ Mrs. Saunderson and Johil 
Brown, a bandsoine provision to bdjr 
Frazer*s Robert, and a gratuity to his 
other servants. Five bundrcfd pddnds 
were to be paid to eacb of bis execators, 
and many gifts of remembranoe to seve- 
ral old and valued friehds, among wbdift 
Mrs. Fmzer and her tvro daugbters Werfe 
not forgotten. 

Giencross Cottage, and the adjoinin'g 
grounds, were to become the Joint pro» 
perty of Bouvme an^ Mary, on the 
^eath of lady Frazer. 

•* In this will," he continued, " I haVö 
endeavoured, as far as human foresight 
can direct me,.to seeure peace and inde- 
pendence to tbose bang» who have oon- 
stitttted thie charm and solace of my ex- 
iatenoe. In leaving my sister 9o)e and 
uncontroUed poesessor of my largo pro- 
perty, I was actuated by two motives. 
Acquainted with tlie mean and avmei- 
<N]s aoulof her despicable husband, I Was 
üWßBge that he would less readily inter^ 

fere 
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fere in the education of her boy, whea 
he knew that with her rested the power 
of enriching him with wealth more than 
double thät of his paternal inheritance. 
Besides, at the time^ an indistinct Vi- 
sion of future happiness fpr my beloved 
sister fioated across my Imagination. 
Should her present galling chains be dis* 
severed, hope whispered in my ear, 
Marion might yet enjoy that doniestic 
happiness of which she is so devoteda 
•worshipper, and have other deat claim- 
ants to share her weälth with her oarling 
William. 

" In the provisioii for my favourites, 
I have secured to them a moderate inde-* 
pendence, without destroying the necerf- 
sity of exertion in the young advdcate; 
and should success not ultimately crowh: 
his endeavours, this favourite retreat 
will afforda comfortableasylum for thcir 
declining years» Of my other bequest» 
I say nothing; they were dictated by a 

irÄ love 



8^n^ pf ihe /n^n-ijsjiip of |;hoje wi^by 
«^^^leters j«rhpe§ eateem .^nh^n/ce^ ^e 
pi^a8ur?8 prmafiy 9 «xaal Wur. You Will, 
I pj ^f^i^i^, fii)d % t^k f hpye a$a^ 
^ yoji bpjtb jdäiilcüll; ?nd ir^80.ni,e; för I 

tal^pij fxowj th(? jMironet. My afstey!? 
shfinWng ,^plipafiy. and her yrejl-found^ 
«Irea^ pf b^ifl^ compeUed tp relingjiiflj 
töT dafling SOI), alpne prey^nf ,ed me ii?on} 
l^iy 0-^iBg ber froip the power qf her 
VQwpitthy hpfiband ; but i^ tbi^ pai¥d 
you will find the proofs of bis basf^ 8|r 
*1?WI|^ Mjwn the jnpopent Mary. I ^'w 
lii^ cpwac^ly ?pui dr^^sj 9 public ex|jO; 
«^pe; apd. )y4fb*^uc|| ^P!?ij«iept8 in your 
W??^J®S' ^ t^A^t yoM ip^ Pfeserjre [Os 
^7' ^ <^Ä>fp,rt ttje wojinde^ he^ ^ " 
%}g^ ^iaWe mot^er.". 

f^BJkai^. T^m^l ii9tepe<i tp, the 4yjp^ 
mjwä^ipns pf Mr. F^i;guM)n in prof^HW^, 

wrung 



mavig his batd^ and soltoml j pttHnised 
to sbield bis sieter Irom the persecotiDii 
of Ws despicaUe kMüaman. 

'M am satisfied," fiaid the csdmufted 
patient ; ** I could iutTe wisked tfaüt lord 
WilUam Frazer had been {Mresenü; to lud 
you with his influence^ bat I feel tfaat 
to he impossiUe. Long before hh re^ 
tum,'' fae added, with a platid smife^. ** l 
<haU be aa if I had never beien.'' 

Captain Frazer^ at his requefit, re^daceÜ 
the important papeuB in an ebony caiii^ 
bet» wfaich occüpied a comer of did 
apartment» and refttored the key to iaü 
fdmd. 

While thus engag^y a servant «itei^ 
ed with refreshments t ond the patietit 
baying swallovred a little soup, oompoi^ 
Bd himself for repoee. Captain Ftasset 
did not immediately retam to f be pior* 
ißüt, but reüred to the garden to coo^ 
poflie hi$ af^tated ieelings. Uncoiisci* 
Qttal^ he emtered the ^nbbery» and wänv 
daved forth into a little wood akirtiDg: 

l6 the 
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tbe public road. He was recaUed to a 
•ense of surrounding objects by the voice 
of some person near bim, say^ng-*-" Thö 
sooner you set off the better ; for, depend . 
OD it, he wont outlive the month.'' 

Startled by the voioe,.but mote so by 
the ixnport of the words, captain Frazer. 
leapt over the fenoe, just in time to see 
a horseman pass him at füll gallop, and 
the servant he had left in Mr. Ferguson'* 
Chamber hastily retreat towards tlie 
house. The eircumstance appeared to 
him rather Singular at the time, but in a 
few hours it was whoUy forgotten, 

From. this day forward the invalid 
never alluded to business of any khid 
whatever; his only enjoyment consisted 
in seeing his friends assembled around hh 
caouch. Onoe, and once only, when left* 
alone with captain* Fraler, hesaid^ aftera' 
short silence — " I could' bave wisthed -to- 
haveseenmy Mary under the protection; 
of^uvene^i)ut the wish is fntile. Vf^* 
tfUBe me, therefore^ my friend^ that ym* 
..« aiid 
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rnid ybür excellent lady will cherish her 
with the same care as if she was already 
jrour daughter." 

** Our hearts make no difference be- 
tween her and our own children," re- 
joihed this excellent man, ** and rest sa- 
tisfied no evil shall approach her whieh 
it is in our power to ward ofF." 

The powers of Mr. Fergusön's mind 
did not appear to decline with the in- 
creasing weakness of his body ; for ne- 
ver was his conversation more entertain- 
ing, or the coruscations of his wit more 
brilliant, than on that evening which 
closed upon all his earthly jprospects for 
ever. 

Words are inadequate to paint the 
grief of his surviving friends, br the 
agony of his desolate and bereaved sis- 
ter. For several hours she remained in- 
sensible to all around her, and, but for 
her low breathing, appeared equally inu- 
nimate as the remains of her beloved 
hrother. 



piyo 9Qrrpw to watch ov^r tb^ ufflieta^ 
moumer, and, towards ma^ung^Md Um 
f»t^sfy,cÜQ^ to «e^ her ßomßwhftt re- 
viyed. 
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-^ .^j» tbc fj^rrM tljr/ab /i^l spfoa^, 
Tl^ deeper anguisli of dpspatri 
As franticly she kiss'd the cheek, 
That knew not that the Ups were there?'* 

^jp scwj? as comppspre l^egan tp hß ^ly 
j^tored, cap|;ain Frazer 4isp5itph^ ^ij 
expregs to Edinburgh, to infprm ]Vfr, 
Murray of the death of his frie^d. ^n^ 
to rpguest his Rresepqe |t the Cq^e. 
Thq .wprthy soliqtpr was pqt slqw \f\ 
obeyip^g the snmmpQs^ anc|, pn his arri- 
yal, tpok the proper leg^l st^ps pf ^us-: 
iog Jhp. different r^positori^s^ Äcc. pf tlie 
J^q^ed to be sea^ed up. 

He afterwards returned to town to 
ffive ^h^ r^ecessary directipps fo^* thß fu- 
^j^fali promising to return on the fpU^w- 
ifkg ijnprning, and bring. William Frazer 

along 
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along with Iiim, in the hope that the 
sight of her boy would have a tendency 
to arouse Marion from the Stupor of 
grief into whichshe had fallen. 

At a late hour Mrs. Frazer prevailed 
OH the weeping Mary to retire to her 
Chamber, and endeavour to obtain some 
repose, declaring.her Intention of wateh- 
iiig by the bedside of lady Frazer through* 
mit the night. 

Bouverie and bis father were induced 
io follow her example ; and soon after an 
unbroken stillness reigned in every cor? 
ner of the mansion. 

Exhausted and heart-stricken, Mary, 
threw herseif on her bed ; but to sleep 
was irhpossible, After a time, howev.er, 
slie feil into a disturbed dose, from which 
she was roused by the sound.of fix)t- 
steps proceeding cautiously along the 
passage. Xhis circumstance, unimporf 
tant in itself, prodiiced a kind of terror 
in her mind, previously weakened by 
watching and grtef, and, springing from 

her 
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her bed, she hastily opened the door of 
her Chamber ; but all was now still. 

Smüing at her own weakness, the sor- 
rowing girl again sought her bed, being 
unable, from a violent headaebe, to re- 
main Sn an upright position. Once 
more she closed her eyes m sleep ; but ä 
painful sense of suffocation niade her. 
spring from her uneasy couch ; an'd 
throwing on a shawl, she descended to 
the garden, to seek relief in the open air. 
, Ön leaving her apartment, asulphur- 
GUS smell, issuing from the Chamber of 
death, accounted for the Sensation she 
had experienced; but supposing it to 
origiuate in some. fumigating mate- 
rials which, she understood, had heetx 
placed there the ei^ening before, she pro- 
ceeded onwards, without farther atteftd»- 
ing to the circumstance. 

As she reached the garden, the suii 
had not yet dissipated the dense vapoui^ 
which enveloped the neighbouring hills, 
' ' • and 



intenmdiate vajUeys. The 'deve «tili 
.^rlf;)^ qn. tl)esiin'0ivi4ü|ig, fotiage ;cthe 
44r.iHitai9i^»im4>tbe;f<mtberfd aoQgstei» 
:i¥|ff^ed tbair .«iTMt nptes .in the grov^. 
.Wjiftt a oontvast $d tbe ide«Qla4;e hosom 
/pf .Mary.ioppofe tavt]»o«e m^ngim^g^ 

)l^ int^rist^ii^ thej {NT^srat seei^ of tbings 
«i^a6^bi^0t);.^. te9ningfaga>n9tia^tuntr 
/^.(^j .^;bQWjBd:ber hwdf -«id m^t 

Ktterly- 

;(irf» imiyed by ^a h^nd Jbeiqg .:geji% 
plft^ .oa het «boulddr, and ituming 
rffftW^t y^sß #ffe^OBateIy .prwNid \to tb? 
bosotn of her lover^ wbp^ |ean fvijiigled 
mih birs. 
A^^ ^ioae ;giiran to tb^indii^lgQiioe 

drew 



and endf^vo]U]:ed^to..fWh^per*po^ 
I to.hei; \|rpunded,8pmt 

. GratffuL for .^is Jkinidii^» ,^^.^d^ 

^ypui*ed tp dry.her teafs, and ft ^|^t>^ 

^mnaap ^ppearapce of ^igiu|tfQn ; ^^ 

«spfne mef to,tI)e/u;^ish.pf4eepkir. 

and joined thdr parents in the.*i:?aWi»^t- 
^gairlour. . CJ^ltUin ^ Fifaeft j«i^«dd ^the 
;jbi^nd af the jQvejy ro^u^fjifr in fUeitoe^ 
^jledih^r.toajjjeat U^ h}» ^mW- 
pClie spppr^ssed ^Frpxxr |visil4e in^t}^ 
^ij^tenwoe of the^digni6f!d:iQatroift,«f- 
/oixled an fdditifwal.in^iyie tp^t^e|r^,tle 

The bcei^)£%st.i)Q^ ,in ^iQQ^t ^^aü 
^i]i^nc^ after which tl^ej^efs^tir^fl to 
tiUe-cbajab^ qf itlfe w|i^re?tip|j MMiqn. 

Oof^ ^bjffa ;.^I^8. Kwfisr i^nuis»^ bfF _qt 

the 
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the cruelty of adding to the affliction of 
her already overburdened friend. 

Lady Frazer thr^ her arms around 
the neck of the intetestiiig girl, and sob- 
bed aloud. iShe strove to speak, but the 
accents died on her lips, and her elo- 
quent features evinced such deep and 
heartfdt agony, that every feeling of her 
yoiing friend was absorbed in pity for her 
sufferings. 

Time, which to the unhappy seems tb 
lag" in his eourse, at length brought 
evening in his train ; and with the close 
of day Mr. Murray and William made 
their appearance. The sight of her boy 
was a new trial to lady Frazer; she 
pressed him to her heart, and wept over 
him with uncontrollable agony. 

William sincerely mourned the loss 
of his uncie, who had been the com- 
panion of his sports, and the gufde and 
director of his studies. But the sight of 
his fiüffering mofher made him, young 
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BS he was, suppress bis own sorrow^ frbm 
a dread of augmenting bers. 

At an early hour of the evening Ma- 
rion in^isted that Mrs. Frazer should re- 
tire to rest, saying that Mary would 
share her bed, as she had done for some 
time past. At the still hour of mid- 
night, Marion, leaningon the arm of her 
youn^ friend, proceeded to the Chamber 
of death, 

The key remained in the. lock, and 
cautiously unclosing the door, she ap- 
proaehed the bed where rested the re- 
mains of her revered brother. In an 
agony of grief she sunk by the side of 
the couch ; with a trembling band she 
raised the covering which shaded his 
hallowed features, and bedewed them 
with her tears. A s^ile still lingered on 
his face, ^' like the beam of a sun that 
iKid set." Worda cannot describe the 
feelings oif the bereaved sister at this . 
moment ; it seemed as if her last tie to 
e:üstence had been dissevered, and coveiv 



the agony of ^d^^i- 

AiRikir' t!ie'fir8t'bktekn^ üf' grftf ^'vt^s 
p(Bft,'a 'petme ihdaheho!jr<be^^ td'ilf^ * 
ittrfP 'ovel-- her' siJiiftfcii.'^ mt l^^S 
tHdti^t'-sHÖ,-« üM i^\W sileiicb-bf^fcö'^ 
tohUy.I -felÄ Vni4irta reit.* ' 

T<hVöö»vül8tVe^dbi'öf»lirf'böfeit»«Wbri'' 

dulgenoe of her feelings. Mary'Hvtt^'a'' 
säÖrM-ai^bsitileftHo'h^i'&ä^ by'tiin^he 
möttmed.' Sltb %rt>9lii'- aitö'>ap^töä»i^'^ 
h6f«fabwiirtilfö«f?wlio,^MtTi1i^^'hÜa*J 

süt^pblf, yftA 'pBl6:'a^ thö- sU^^a'd^dr" 
SHö'^^^i^hÖtiiptr'lxrth^^lfot^hi^ of' 

the^'sdü&ftig 'gm,' orf Vhilbh^ sfwidW ' 
bi^ d^p« bf igöhy; 'aftd-'biSttii"^ oHSIigöJ: * • 
n&tt^looktöV/^bi«'rthdinaülMt^iroVAr 
of ^ brtrtüfe^ ^v*dMn"1ife' 8W#*&o fiSWH^*' 
rq^^;'leie the"aiAu^^f wit^lie^ ' 
wÜej^istj^ oompänibh.'' 

Matidfr seht^ed td ddM irihin^ki*- 
aWfe' 'cottWtet'Irtttf ^hih^lhg^ ofll^ar^tl^ 

last 



l«tt ti^bfit»>ofbdB!i«CI»b-'td tl^^>Miv««ed 

strtig^«d tö - oblG^nha« ^tM^MioMn-' 
posure whiöh shö f<M-W6iiidbe'räqtitMft^ 
in .the'tryltig.«c«iMis ^h6 hAd jröt'täen- 
ctmnter. 

A*w«^ CPC^ dH arid ' bikfügM-'-tfie^ 
mommg 'of thftb däy ^vAfeh' -was to-»cöli-' "^ 
si^ to the töMb^ aü" tHät ' retiiätMd ^f^ 
ttfät^brotbep ^vhd :)iad''ch«i4»faed hfei^in-- 
üAty; u«tftR!täa><b^*ripöftiilg^y6äftij'%u«i^ 
sfaleldädhey 'When tiixldttg'^itdet^ doÜSB^ - 
tii^calatnity.' 

dMing'Sevieraltbötttis/and'wfaen sh^^gdn- 
enitä!ed tUe parlöur, aiü«|yed in th^ hkW 
HSoieiits of W6e, theie wais a i$etlitecB^teti''' 
rooted-sonröw p<»träy6d in hei- • coiMat*i>*- 

vasK thaa «M ffl^st^ bfttar com^laihiHf^ « 
'W^uld have de«?. 

Marion 
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Marion bad expressed a boitpr'at the' 
practica^ which ^t this period was fast . 
gaining ground among tl^ higher ranks 
in $catland» of consigning the asfae^ pf a 
departed relative to the riide uiiiiallowed . 
hand$ pf a bireling undertaker. 
. Lcaning on the supporting arm pf cap- 
tain Frazer, she therefore prpceeded to 
the Chamber of the de^eased,. to be pre- 
sent ^t that last act of respect which cus- 
tom authorises feiiiales ta witpess. With 
a dry, eye, but a bursting heart» she saw 
the inanimate body of her brother reve- 
r^ntly placed in bis last narrpw house by 
the hands of friendship ; büt who caii 
desciibe the .pang which shot througli 
her heart, as the lid was placed on the 
cpfiin, and the screwing of thenails gra- 
ted harshly on her ear! The audible 
spbs of Mary and her son were unheed- 
ed, and she continued standing at the 
head of the hier, the mute Image of de- 
spair. 

' , Captaui 
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Capfiun Fsiter gendy drcw lihe fair 
moufruftr fiom the meiBncholy object 
w&ksfa lävetfeed all iier fecolties» and' ßih 
loiwed.by her soiromi^ frimids» thtj re^ 
traceä their steps to the parlouv. 

Cnfriages m>w h^gan to aniVe with 
t&e &imdft of the deceaaed, many od 
whom Toluntaiily . faastened to. bestow 
tfakfintd mark of reapeot ön ^ne who« 
thmiigh Bfe^ had beal kigfaly vennemd. by 
all who had the pleasure of bis acqiMmit-> 
anee. 

Th^ hdies retiied ta the 3olitude of 
Mari«'* diessing^room, w1«o intensely 
Iktened to eveiy passing soand. As the- 
rcoedihg noise of the beav^e, whieh bore* 
ftam bis late cheerfiÄl maasion the in* 
sensiblie wniains of hkn wfao, throogli' 
life, had been her guide and support» hu- 
man natiire b^uld bear no^ more. Sur- 
roiinding'Objects^i^ani'bqfbre hen dizzy 
sight; tlio äoor seemed to mk under 
her, ankl sbe feil senseless into tilte aim» 
alMn. Frazer. 
, .TOLi i^' M Aroused 
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Arottsejd froca the rtnpon.nf« griel; 
Mary . fiew and proüüred watw, witlp 
which abe sptinkfed tke bürningitempiea 
o£ her sufferii^ friehd» wbo in a Sew im«> 
nutes undosed her heovy.ey^s« . 

Mrs. FrazergentlyiraiauBg h^/up, led 
her to an bpen windolr ; itha* üeeh air 
graduftüy revivediier, «nd aft.thfirpema)^ 
sipaof her liiend «^ retired toditefdiam« 
hetf to endeflivcrär te obtaiii A ftw honra 
repose. • , .' . : . 

About two o'clock the cavalcade ieft 
the Cattuge/ * and as* it ixroceedml ta'the 
latt resthlg-pdbce jc£ »niörtaiil^^ ths^lvor^ 
rowa of hU tananta amL depenehmtsy ^e 
t^r9 of the poor; ßtid the' aäent but 
bestreit n^ret of M» attached .iHemt^ 
sppke the beBt onlogium te the Vkrtvea 
oftlie deparfceid. 

. Wh^ the pffoceMion reachedatuatie 
avenue, k&4^ng between two roMwetf^in* 
t^rming\^,y9Vf and fiffrtrees^ to tfaevS^ 
läge, chtf^hjiardi the coffin iva$ ctnovtd 
from the hearse» and being res^d ou. 
. \ haodspokes» 



faati^plDkes,' was bome fcrwaiid t6 ti^e 
grave hy bis sorrowing fnendft, tbe head 
behfigslipparud 1^ hk youthful nephew; 
on .the- rigfat.hand b£ William wblk^ 
captain Fmzer, and on his left the dis^ 
öomqlate' Bouverie. 

).i Ai ^tiley äowly moved along, a tat 
figui^! Imbited in deep ' nioiMiing, a^ 
proB^td Hie side of eaptain Fmzer, w)kx, 
afaiodbttd in mdantbdy iräminati<ms, 
Dvalked with bis eyes fixed ori the 
groinld; ifnobs^rvant of passing obfects. 
' Atfaäit.'iii tfae proceaiion, wben they 
mdidbtiie chüifahyalrd gute, oaused tbs 
oiptaiii to raiae' his bead ; and be gave a 
Start df recognitikm im beholdiiig air ^ 
moAiiVafeier. In nknee be. feil back a 
f^ir. fbcQS,. and vritix Im batid motioned 
bim to take tbe fdaoe of chiaf moomer, 
wbioli bi bimsdf :bad befare oecupied, 
. .; .]ji> aiA. £bw mimies they reaebed the 
gKav0^:.aod the coffin .iroa Ipweredto its 
Inrtv^i^ai^ mansbn» amidit the aUeni 
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The «ttipte'gover^metit "md ekiial of 
t)be Presfay Wrian tthurak adtaiit imt 'of 
Ibit t^miMHDt >cf Fopbli .superaß^ii» * Ae 
reacUng of prayers ovar übe dMd; }rat to 
liitse who liahre iritoesfleft tiM yatent 
iiidiflfereiil: lodc^ or :ttiidi*d odivlnanioHi 
^mace #ith irkich tbe «ft^peaiod 
imjrer ds IniteaAd'to, «ust aohBoii tfatt 
k ttfibrda a^ lessdnqDtfessiteäeinlt. te 
the bj'istaiidtfn "tlmil Üat ^fiwp J«i'3oii 
knin lafaMrafitifln, iimt mts^pmmtim bf^ ^ 
tatfthly &elmg» that kiüking Umä ti k» BB ß 
taritjr^ ^^Uioh cäiariotcHse fhv fltMnd«» 

* AiviMitiruob bf the scdeti»ilf'iif7«fa0 
iosile, «reu ibt jbuldbfitl WäümlkillBi 
hissafaii and in silsniie teitiedjftum fthe 
grahre of Us düfiaeiteii endk * Fcbfkh« 
fitit ttnke i» faehßkiiMiiktfaetVflndiliia 
^ivetingt Hpf wid iifad - agikltfiflR of • Ubi 
cottkateQäiaoö> Jbtteaywl tifaai WKfitmsmtt 
. . feelings 



lee&igi wbiah hi« ircven^ MXMif^ed in 
the bos(Mii of hib 5oi>» 
' Tbi^ months befere tiiectoath of Mr« 
ÜRergiisoii» he tiftd held a loi^ und co»* 
fideatiftl coivv^enäticMi ^ith bis y&img 
hepheiv« o» th« sulgeot ofthe ünht|i|^ 
estrangement of bis father. He wM 
wmmte tiiat ydiitli» in getieral, iB iMore 
obiervant w taeh matten tban ki U8«i* 
My aiqipoted ; and he i^rafefred <x»r* 
miüldtetiiig^ia biA tiie taeit. a^ratkM 
"kttMntmi bis ftttents, te kecving iiia 
«nlnd toiMknt in the wl4e ^M ^ <fo»i 

WMk the yOMthftil «hedcief WiUiM« 

liteMd ii^lii iadigmfcbii at bi»«Dotiii^'a 
WQOikgsvifae tvbrdij «dirocate bade biot 
Ktnember, that tfatee. Ivarotogs irere iiti 
fltotad bjr ibeAutirar ^ hu beiai^ and 
tiMt any disaüt iBterierehoe oa. bis palt 
woifldrtHidicady to a^ggnlv^te^aaiü tt>bcal^ 
Ite irottndi in tbe bctofaiiof.iifli.iilaüierr 

He 



He eiktreated him to Ibeccinie theoMH^ 
finrter alid suppoiier of thut motiter; unii 
Oevei^ to forget fthe tender' rektiotHlii|r 
in wbkli b& stood tow»ds her; flt tlm 
SMie time that he pud cfvery proper d^ 
feranee to the 'reasancAk-cominaneb öt 
liisfatfitr. ' V, 

With the dispotitien oß hur prapert^F^^ 
he nrnde him aequainled, and ibetek^ 
80M fort that diflpomtion. He stafed to- 
hitür thc^t siv Sim<m had ^resigned \nmi 
to the Joint gtiardianship of himself^alML. 
l^ WHUam l^FäMv, ond^ that. in/ tue 
event of his death» he had appoititni. 
cftptein ^FVaader and his 'fripnd Böuverie» . 
to' aotfhfer him^ in Mnjuiictioti Mriih tHnub 
nobleanaiH and enteeated that he wovUk- 
Mfplyi^ne er oter of tbem ibr *«o» r 
in any ease of dilfHculty. .:\;? 

Fvgm «IIhs nsoment William thMvr 
off tlW( bejr^ andr 80 to «peak, all (^t *cm9 *. 
Started ^^manbood; The miseohduct: . 
of hn .fiiitber, ;and Abe miafortttiiesio^ hia ^ 

mother,. 



mßläskBt^ made a strong and ifiddible 
iBapre9sion' on his nvätd. , Ha faecame 
serfoiis and reflective berfond bia yeors» 
aod eadeavouredy.by the inc^t alBwtipn* 
ate tendemess, to supply to his afflicted 
mother the place of every tender rela« 
tionship. His uncle he regarded with 
a^reverence approaching to adoration» 
wbile the bonds of friendship whidi 
tinited him to the youthful Bouvme/ 
vtere, if possible, drawn more closely to-* 
getfaer. 

• The unexpected appearance of liis fb« 
ther^at such a time, nearly overtumed 
the hard-eamed fortitude which he had 
struggled to support during the heartw 
rending ceretnony ; and the ardent boy 
turned from him with a sbuddering 
Sensation of horrön 

The.recollection of his uncle*s last in- 
Junctions, however, rose to his mind, 
and «hecked the expression of eon- 
t^nopt wbish hovered od his Hpä ; aad. 




> aa 1 rx«*«» 
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tfikine hold of Bouverie'^ ann, lie pro* 
Geeded to where the carriages waited, foU 
lowe4 by the baronet, eaptain Frazer, 
Äiid^ Mr. Murray. ' . 






V • " N 






V 



4> 



' KND OF VOL. IL 



• 'i ! 






• ' 



\^ 



Frii^t^ by J. Darling, LetdenhalUStrceC, London, 



\ 



> 




t 



